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FREE 
Take  One 

•  Custer's  Last  Stand 

•  Lewis  &  Clark  Trail 

•  Pow-wows 

•  Hunting,  Fishing 
and  Camping 

•  Ranch  Vacations 

•  Wildlife  Watching 

•  Story-Telling 
Museums 

•  County  Fairs 
&  Fireworks 

•  Exciting  Wagon 
Train  Rides 

•  Fine  Arts 
&  Performances 

•  Rip  Roaring  Rodeo 
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60  Miles  East  of  Custer  Battlefield  on  Highway  212  - 
the  shortest  route  between  the  Black  Hills  and  Yellowstone  Park! 


Visit  Historic  St.  Labre 
Indian  Mission  &  School 


St.  Labre  Indian  School 
Ashland,  Montana 


A  The  tipi  of  the  Plains  Indians  inspired  the  architecture 
of  the  St.  Labre  Chapel.   The  great  wooden  beam  that 
runs  through  the  ceiling  skyward,  rests  in  the  "smoke  hole" 
opening.  On  either  side  of  this  great  cross  beam  are 
beautiful  stained  glass  windows. 


St.  Labre  Indian  School  made 
a  humble  beginning  in  1884 
with  the  construction  of  a 
log  cabin  school  operated 
by  four  Ursuline  Sisters. 
Today,  St.  Labre  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  welfare 
and  education  of  nearly 
700  Indian  children. 


Visitors  are  welcome! 

Tours  Conducted  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

Extended  Hours  -  Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day 

For  more  information, 

call  (406)  784-4500  or  (406)  784-4511 


Cheyenne  Indian  Museum 

Located  on  the  Mission  grounds,  our 
museum  features  an  extensive  collection  of 
rare  and  historically-significant  artifacts 
from  Northern  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Sioux, 
and  several  other  tribes. 

Gift  Shop 

A  Beadwork    A  Paintings    A  Star  Quilts 

A  1\irquoise  &  Silver  Jewelry 

A  Much  More 


(406)  784-4511 


A  For  the  processional  cross  of  St.  Labre  Church, 
Christ  (the  man  and  savior)  is  represented  by  a 
beautifully  carved  figure  of  the  Cheyenne  dog 
soldier  and  sun  dancer. 


A  This  Cheyenne  love  flute  was  carved  by  Grover  Wolf  Voice. 
AAAAAA4AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Hardifiy  Montana  Presents. . . 

'Custer's  Last  Stand'  &  'Heart  of  the  West' 

Now  On 


Photo:  Craig  Warren 

Enjoy  the  sights  and   excitement  of 
Southeastern  Montana  from  the  comfort 

of  your  living  room.  To  help  in  planning  , 

your  trip,  write  for  your  copy  of  "Hardin,  ^''°'°-  ^'^'9 ™''^" 

Montana:  In  the  Heart  of  the  American  West."  This  exciting  13  minute  video  illus- 
trates the  sights  that  are  waiting  for  you:  from  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  to  the 
splendor  of  70  mile  long  Bighorn  Canyon.  To  order  your  copy  of  this  exciting 
video  fill  out  the  order  blank  below.  Also  available  is  "Custer's  Last  Stand 
Reenactment"  where  a  cast  of  hundreds  re-creates  Custer's  lost  battle  with  the 
Sioux  and  Cheyenne. 
(Use  the  order  form  below) 

For  Details  on  Hardin,  Little  Bighorn  Days  and  Reenactment,  See  pages70-82 

Phone:  (406)  665-1672  •  Fax:  (406)  665-2917 

Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment  website:  www.mcn.net/~custerfight 

Hardin  Chamber  of  Commerce:  E-mail:  hardinchamber@juno.com 


Photo:  Milt  Wester 


Historic  Hardin  & 

Hotels  &  Accommodations 

•  Five  motels 

•  2  Bed  &  Breakfast  Inns 

•  Restaurants 

•  Fort  Custer  9  hole  golf  course 

Hardin  Community  Center 

An  indoor  25-meter  swimming 
pool,  children's  pool,  sauna,  and 
In  1  he  Heart  Ur  1  he  American  west  Vi/orkout  area. 

Kids  World  Playground 

A  distinctive  all-wooden 
playground  designed  by  a 
prominent  builder  who  originated 
the  concept. 


HardiM 


Big  Horn  County 

Campgrounds 

•  3  in  Hardin 
•Fort  Smith 

•  St.  Xavier 

•  Other  locations  along 
Bighorn  River 

•  5  fishing  accesses  to 
Bighorn  River 

ATM  Cash  Machines  at 

First  Interstate  Bank 
Hardin  Express  Center 
Stevensons  IGA 
Broadway  Flying  J 
Town  Pump 
Little  Big  Men  Casino 


Attractions 

•  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
Notional  Monument 
(formerly  Custer  Battlefield) 

•  Custer  National  Cemetery 

•  Rosebud  Battlefield 

•  Chief  Rent/  Coups  State  Park 
•Yellowtoil  Dam 

•  Bighorn  Canyon  National 
Recreation  Area 

•  Boat  dock  and  marina  at 
Bighorn  Canyon 

•  Hayfield  Battlefield 

•  Big  Horn  County  Historical  Museum 

•  JailHouse  Gallery 

•  Bighorn  River 

•  City  Parks 

•  Ranch  Recreation 


I 

Name: 

Address: 


Order  Form 


Please  Specify 

Standard  VCR  Format  Q 
PAL  VCR  Format  D 


Country: 


Zip: 


ITEM  ORDERED 
Hardin,  In  the  Heart  of  the  American  West 
Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment 


U.S.  Currency  Only 


QUANT.           PRICE  AMOUNT 

$10.00         

$20.00         

Shipping  &  Handling  

Total  Amount  Due  


□  Mastercard 


VISA 


Card  No. 


Expiration  Date 


Make  checks  payable  to:  Hardin  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Mail  to:    Hardin  Chamber  of  Commerce  &  Agriculture;  21  East  4th  Street; 
Hardin,  Montana  59034  U.S.A. 


Shipping  &  Handling 
United  States: 

1st  Video $4.50 

Eacti  Additional  Video $1.00 

Foreign  Sales: 

1st  Video $6.00 

Eacti  Additional  Video $2.00 

Country  wtiere  video  will  be  shown 

_  Signature   
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Custer  Country,  Inc 
Rte.  1,  Box  1206A 
Hardin,  MT  59034 

,(406)665-1671 

1-800-3 

http://custei 


6-1876 


visitmt.com 


For  the  Custer  Country  Board  of 
Directors,  our  greatest  pleasure  is  to 
welcome  visitors  to  our  region.  The 
area  we  promote  is  known  for  its  nat- 
ural treasures.  They  are  fragile. 

Keeping  part  of  "The  Last  Best 
Place"  intact  for  you,  your  children, 
and  your  future  generations,  causes  us 
to  enlist  you  in  our  commitment  to 
stewardship. 

Visitors  and  residents  have  a  respon- 
sibility for  the  stewardship  of  treasures 
found  throughout  Montana,  whether 
the  treasure  is  a  scenic  vista,  an  archae- 
ological site,  or  the  fossil  remains  of 
ancient  plants  and  arumals. 

In  a  large,  sparsely  populated  state 
such  as  Montana,  many  areas  are  vul- 
nerable to  vandalism  or  destruction. 

The  varied  resources  found  on  pub- 
lic land  belong  to  the  people  of 
Montana  and  tne  American  public. 
They  attract  visitors  from  all  over  the 
world. 

When  individuals  deface  sites  or 
remove  resources,  those  treasures  are 
lost  forever. 

To  save  and  protect  these  resources 
for  the  enjoyment  of  present  and  future 
generations,  we  urge  everyone  to  visit 
Custer  Country  witn  the  National  Park 
Service's  motto  in  mind: 

"Take  only  pictures  and  leave  only 
footprints." 


President 
Linda  Wolff 
Miles  City 


Vice  President 

Cathy  Miller 

Hardin 


On  the  Cover 

Main  photo  -  Rodeo!,  by  Donnie 
Sexton,  Travel  Montana;  Nice  pad- 
dlefish  catch,  by  Dr.  Mike  Wheeler; 
Crow  Fair  participants,  by  Donnie 
Sexton,  Travel  Montana;  General 
Custer  actor,  by  John  Brewer  for 
Custer  Country. 


Custer  Country 

A  Publication  of  the  Custer  Country  Tourism  Region      ^ 
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Alzada 26 

Ashland 47 

Baker 18 

Billings 100 

Broadus 24 

Busby 47 

Colstrip 50 

Crow  Agency 53 

Custer 88 

Ekalaka 22 

Forsyth 42 

Fort  Smith 84 

Garryowen 61 

Glendive 28 

Hardin 70 


Huntley  Project 94 

Hysham 87 

Ismay  (Joe)/Plevna 23 

Lame  Deer 46 

Laurel Ill 

Lavina 89 

Lodge  Grass 53 

Miles  City 36 

Pryor 114 

Richey 31 

Roundup 90 

Ryegate 89 

St.  Xavier 85 

Terry 34 

Wibaux 14 
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ivHow  to  Use  This  Guide 13 

Agates,  Rockhounding 86 

Agencies,  Other  Tourism  Regions 3 

Art  Centers  (Public) 115 

Bed  &  Breakfast 10 

Beef  Recipes 12 

Bighorn  Canyon 83 

Bighorn  River 127 

Boating 128 

Calendar  of  Events 62-63  &  66 

Campgrounds 118-119 

Cattle  Drives 9,  11,  25,  90 

Chambers  of  Commerce 3 

Cheyenne  Nation 46-49 

Crow  Nation 53 

Custer's  'Last  Stand'  Trail 67-69 

Custer's  Reenactment 70-78 

Dinosaurs 22,  33 

Fish-Game  Licenses,  Seasons.. 32, 125 

Fish,  Record-size 127 

Fishing 32,  83-85,  126-127 

Gambling 41 

Game  Check  Stations 124 

Golf  Courses 6 

Historic  Trails  Map 68 

Hunting 122-125 


Indian  Trail  to  'Last  Stand' 77 

Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial 99 

(Clark's  Return  Route) 96-98 

Little  Bighorn  (Custer)  Battlefield. 56-61 

Makoshika  State  Park 29,  33,  116 

Map  of  Custer  Country 4 

Map  of  Montana 64-65 

Meadowlark  (State  Bird) 120 

Medicine  Rocks  State  Park  18,  22,  116 

Museums 114-115 

National  Forest  (Custer) 117 

Nez  Perce  Trail 69 

Outfitters 85,  122 

Paddlefish 32,  126 

Pictograph  Cave  State  Park 117 

Plenty  Coups  Park/Museum. ..114,  117 

Pompeys  Pillar 98 

Ranch/West  Vacations 11,  26 

Residency  Requirements 124 

Rosebud  Battlefield 47,  116 

Snowmobiling,  Skiing 119 

State  Parks 116-117 

Wagon  Trains 26,  90 

Watchable  Wildlife  120 

Waterfowl,  Upland  Game  Birds 124 

Wild  Horse  Range 121 


The  Logo  for  Custer  Country,  Inc.  was  designed  by  Donna  Fanyak,  Roundup, 
,  ,      Montana.  The  double  C's  represent  the  close  bond  of  the  13  counties  and  two 

Montanas  Indian  Reservations  that  make  up  this  special  tourism  region. 
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Phone:(406)665-1671       1-800-346-1876       Fax:(406)665-3068     E-Mail:  custerco@wtp.net 

Write  or  phone  for  more  information.  Web:  http://custer.visitmt.com  ^» 


Produced  with  Accommodations  Tax  Funds 
Printed  in  the  USA  for  free  distribution 


Recycled  Paper 


Please  note;  The  businesses  and  agencies  listed  here  represent  facilities  in  Custer  Country.  Custer  Country  is  not  a  regu- 
latory agency  and,  therefore,  has  no  authority  to  inspect  these  businesses  or  agencies  or  to  require  that  they  meet  certain 
standards  for  inclusion  in  this  publication.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  insure  the  accuracy  of  these  listings,  but  changes 
sometimes  occur  after  publication.  Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document  will  be  provided  upon  request. 
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Montana  Travel  &  Recreation  Sources 


Custer  Country  is  one  of  Montana's 
six  tourism  regions,  each  of  which  sur- 
rounds a  major  attraction.  Montana  is  a 
big  state — fourth  largest  of  the  fifty. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  and  use  the 
information  in  this  Custer  Country 
Vacation  Guide.  The  other  five  regions 
have  similar  publications  that  spotlight 
their  sites  and  attractions.  Addresses  to 
other  regions  are  listed  here. 
Custer  Country  Offices 

To  contact  the  Custer  Country 
offices,  write:  Custer  Country,  Rte.  1, 
Box  1206A,  Hardin,  MT  59034.  Phone 
(406)  665-1671  or  1-800-346-1876.  Fax 
(406)  665-3068.  E-mail:  custerco® 
wtp.net.  Web  site  address:  http:  /  / 
custer.visitmt.com. 
Statewide  Information 

For  a  free  statewide  vacation  plan- 
ning packet,  write  to  Travel  Montana, 
P.O.  Box  7549,  Missoula,  MT  59807- 


7549,  or  call  toll  free  1-800-VISIT-MT 
(800-847-4868).  You  will  receive  a 
Vacation  Guide  which  includes  a  high- 
way map,  a  Travel  Planner  with  a  com- 
prehensive listing  of  all  types  of  accom- 
modahons,  and  a  Calendar  of  Events. 
(http://visitmt.com).  Statewide  road 
reports  1-800-226-ROAD  (7623)  or 
www.mdt.state.mt.us. 
Other  Tourism  Regions 

•  Glacier  Country,  P.O.  Box  1035, 
Bigfork,  MT  59911-1035  (406)  837-6211, 
1-800-338-5072,  fax  (406)  837-6231,  e- 
mail:  glaciercountry@montana.com 

•  Gold  West  Country,  1155  Main,  Deer 
Lodge,  MT  59722  (406)  846-1943  or  1- 
800-879-1159,  http://  visitmt.com/ 
goldwest 

•  Missouri  River  Country,  P.O.  Box 
387,  Wolf  Point,  MT  59201  (406)  653- 
1319,  http://visitmt.com/missouririver 

•  Russell  Country,  P.O.  Box  3166, 
Great  Falls,  MT  59403-3166  (406)  761- 
5036  or  1-800-527-5348,  http:  /  /  russell. 
visitmt.  com/ 

•  Yellowstone  Country,  P.O.  Box  1490, 
West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758  (406)  646- 
4383  or  1-800-736-5276,  e-mail: 
yellctry@gomontana.com, 
http:/  /ww"w.yellowstone.visitmt.com 
Agency  Information 

•  Bureau  of  Land  Management 


•  BLM  -  Tourism 
Box  36800 

Billings,  MT  59107,  (406)  896-5000 

•  BLM  -  Tourism 
111  Garryowen  Road 
Miles  City,  MT  59301 
(406)  232-4333  or  233-2800 

•  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 
Regional  Information  Officer 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
P.O.  Box  1630 

Miles  City,  MT  59301,  (406)  232-0900 

•  Regional  Information  Officer 
Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive 
Billings,  MT  59105  (406)  247-2940 
24  Hour  Information,  (406)  247-2970 
Internet:  http://fwp.state.mt.us/ 

•  Charles  M.  Russell  National 
Wildlife  Refuge 

P.O.  Box  110 

Airport  Road 

Lewistown,  MT  59457,  (406)  538-8706 

National  Forest 

•  Custer  National  Forest 
Supervisor's  Office 

Box  50760 

Billings,  MT  59105,  (406)  657-6200 

•  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Northern  Region, 
Federal  Building,  P.O.  Box  7669 
Missoula,  MT  59807,  (406)  329-3511 


Custer  Country  Chambers  &  Visitor  Offices 


Baker  P.O.  Box  849,  Zip  59313 
Phone  (406)  778-2266 
v^rww  .bakermt.com 

Billings  P.O.  Box  31177,  Zip  59107 
Phone  (406)  245-4111 
Visitor  Info  Center  252-4016 
or  800-735-2635 
v^rww.billingscvb  .visitmt .  com 

Broadus  P.O.  Box  484,  Zip  59317 
(406)  436-2778,  Vis.  Ctr.  436-2992 

Colstrip  P.O.  Box  1100,  Zip  59323 

Ekalaka  P.O.  Box  538,  Zip  59324 
Phone  (406)  775-6294  or  775-6886 

Forsyth  P.O.  Box  448,  Zip  59327 
Phone  1-877-4SYTHMT  (479-8468) 
v^rww.goforsyth.com 


Glendive  313  So.  Merrill,  Zip  59330 
Phone  (406)  365-5601 
www.midrivers.com/~chamber 
e-mail:  chamber@midrivers.com 

Hardin  21  East  4th,  Zip  59034 

(406)  665-1672 

Visitor  Info  Center  665-1671 

Hysham  P.O.  Box  63,  Zip  59038 
Phone  (406)  342-5457 
wvvTv.hysham.com 

Laurel  P.O.  Box  395,  Zip  59044 
Phone  (406)  628-8105  or  628-2041 

Miles  City  315  Main  St.,  Zip  59301 
Phone  (406)  232-2890 
WTvw.mcchamber.com 


Northern  Cheyenne  Chamber 

P.O.  Box  991, 

Lame  Deer,  Zip  59043 

Phone  (406)  477-8844 

Roundup  P.O.  Box  751,  Zip  59072 
Phone  (406)  323-1966 
www.midrivers.com/~roundupc 

Terry  P.O.  Box  667,  Zip  59349 
Phone  (406)  635-5782 
e-mail:  clarke@midrivers.com 

Wibaux  P.O.  Box  159,  Zip  59353 

(406)  796-2594 

Visitor  Info  Center  796-2253 

Mont.  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Box  1730,  Helena,  MT,  Zip  59624 
Phone  (406)  442-2405 
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Each  Stay  Includes: 

•  FREE  Deluxe  Continental  Breakfast 

•  FREE  local  calls 

•  173  Spacious  new  rooms 

•  Non-Smoking  rooms  on  request 

(80%  non-smoking) 


•  Easy  highway  access  (Exit  450) 

•  Plenty  of  FREE  parking 

•  Team  and  group  rates 

•  Kids  under  18  stay  FREE 

•  FREE  shuttle  service  to  and  from  airport 


1-406-248-4656  or  Reservation  Center  1-800-654-2000  •  Fax  1-406-248-7268 


Relax.  You  rented 
from  Thrifty. 


Get  away  for  the  weekend  or  any  day 
with  a  car  from  Thrifty  at  a  great  rate. 

Ask  about  our  special  Custer  Country  rates. 

Also  Located  in: 

aoifiiii,  iff' 

Cody  &  Jakson  Hole,  WY 


1-800-THRIFTY 
www.thrifty.com 


2600  6th  Ave.  North 

259-1025 

Tlirifty  features  quality  products  of  DaimlerChrysler  and  other  fine  cars. 

A  licence  of  Tturfty  Rent-A-Cai  System,  Inc 
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Enjoy  golfing  in  Custer  Country  from  early  spring  through  "Indian  Summer."  The  Forsyth  Public  Golf  Course  pictured  here 
is  nestled  along  sloping  hills. 

Joe  Wilson  Photo 


Visitors  are  always  welcome  on  these  golf  courses  in  Custer  Country.  You're  invited  to  stop  and  test  your  skills 
as  well  as  enjoy  the  19th  hole.  Well-groomed  fairways  and  friendly  people  await  you.  Though  our  courses  are 
rarely  crowded,  you'll  still  want  to  call  for  a  tee-time. 


1.  Baker.  Lakeview  Country  Club,  9 
holes;  club  &  cart  rental;  driving  range;  pro 
shop;  putting  green;  some  fast  food  snacks, 
beverage  &  cocktail  service.  10%  off  green 
fees  with  this  ad.  South  of  Baker  on 
Airport  Road.  No  tee  times  needed  during 
the  week.  (406)  778-3166 

2.  Broadus.  RoUing  Hills  Golf  Course,  3 
miles  west  of  Broadus  at  the  Y.  9  holes;  pro 
shop;  driving  range;  putting  green;  food 
and  beverage  service;  cart  and  club  rental; 
no  tee-time  needed  during  the  week. 
(406)  436-9984 


3.  Miles  City.  Town  and  Country  Club, 
southwest  edge  of  Miles  City;  9  holes;  cart 
and  dub  rental;  pro  shop;  driving  range; 
practice  putting  greens;  food  and  bever- 
age services.  Award  winning  pro  shop 
and  PGA  staff.  (406)  232-1500  * 

4.  Colstrip.  The  Ponderosa  Butte  Public 
Golf  Course,  1  Long  Drive,  Club  House  & 
Pro  shop.  Very  challenging  9  hole  course. 
Excellent  practice  fadlities.  Located  across 
the  street  from  the  high  school.  Food  & 
beverage  services.  Rentals  available. 
(406)  748-2700  * 


5.  Hardin.  Fort  Custer  Golf  Course,  3.5 
miles  north  of  Hardin;  9  holes;  pro  shop; 
cart  rental;  food  &  beverage  services. 
(406)  665-2597 

6.  Forsyth.  Forsyth  Country  Club  and 
Golf  Course,  3  miles  west  of  Forsyth  on 
Frontage  Road  off  1-94  Exit  93;  9  holes; 
club  and  cart  rentals;  driving  range;  pro 
shop;  dining  and  cocktails.  (406)  356-7710 

7.  BiUings.  Lake  Hills,  1930  Club  House 
Way;  18  holes;  cart  rental;  pro  shop;  dri- 
ving range;  dining  and  cocktails.  (406) 
252-9244  * 

8.  Roundup.  Pine  Ridge  Golf 
Course,  9  holes;  club  and  cart 
rental;  driving  range;  pro  shop; 
food  and  beverage  service.  Senior 
rates  during  the  week.  North  of 
Roundup.  (406)  323-2880 

*  PGA  Pro  on  Staff 
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iC  Fun  Adventures 

T^acallen  denneclien 
...all  seasen  ve.ci^e.ailcn 


406-2S4^7180  •  1-«88-418-4FUN 


:^40fr-24i 


montancrfurvodventures.com 


Featuring  Historic 
Billings  Trolley  Tours 

Lewis  &  Clark  Trail  .,   ■"      jSl— 

Yellowstone  Park  Tours   (■'■LiJ-1     y 
Dinosaur  Digs  .     ^3 — a^ 

Custer's  Last  Stand/Rodeos 
'lt%k^Q^P^^'t'^X.c%   sf^^  fji  A^  ^  American  Indian  Events,  Powwows 

\VTr«US^     ^  /^^Wl'/^/l^/?!!/?  •Fly  Fishing/Golfing 

^^  1."   i  iJacaiien  C^nHectien  •  Mountain  Biking/Hiking 

River  Rafting/  Canoeing/Cruises 
Skiing/Snowmobiling 
Guest  Ranches 
Wagon  Trains 

Guided  Walking  Tours  of  Billings 
Rid©  in  a  restored  1936  Yellowstone  Park  Touring  Bus  —  Memorial  Day  through  September:  from  Billings  Area 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  following  tfie  Yellowstone  River  to  Pompeys  Pillar  National  Historic  Landmark:  3  hours. 
Lewis  &  Clark  Tour,  Pompeys  Pillar  and  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument  Tour  —  Memorial  Day 
through  September:  visit  the  Lewis  &  Clark  Trading  Post  at  the  Yellowstone  County  Museum,  then  follow 
Clark's  trail  by  touring  bus  and  by  canoe.  8  hours. 
Here  are  some  of  the  exciting  activities  Fun  Adventures  can  arrange  for  your  next  vacation  or  group  event... 


MONTANA  RE-ENACTMENT 
AND  LIVING  HISTORY 

See  ttie  Montana  Reenactment 
and  Living  History  programs.  Indian 
and  Cavair/  baffles  with  mounted 
and  dismounted  troopers  and 
warriors.  Battles  scheduled 
throughout  the  3-Day  event 
June  16-18,  2000,  1800s  Living 
History,  Period  Stores,  Local 
Indian  and  White  Craftsmen, 
Demonstrations,  Period  Music, 
Indian  Drummers  and  Dancers. 
Tipi  Village,  Cavair/  Encampment. 
Near  Pompeys  Pillar,  MT.  An 
affordable  event  for  everyone. 

FISH  THE  FABULOUS  BIGHORN  RIVER 

Go  fly  fishing  at  its  best  with  our  guide,  Fred 
Charette!  Fish  the  7,800  trout-per- 
mile  Bighorn  River.  Price  includes 
lunch,  some  fishing  equipment, 
guide  service,  transportation  from 
your  hotel  and  the  drift  boat. 
Fred  can  also  assist  you  in  get- 
ting your  Montana  fishing 
license  and  offers  expert 
advice  on  tackle. 

LEWIS  AND  CLARK  MUSICAL  TOURS 

TaraVesa  Creations  presents  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Musical  Tour  Album  recorded  by  the  musical  group 
"The  Here  and  the  Now."  Ten  original  songs  composed 
by  the  artists  in  the  group  point  a  thoughtful  and 
majestic  musical  picture  of  the  famous  expedition.  Find 
out  how  you  can  become  a  part  of  this  tour! 

CULTURAL  BRIDGES  TOURS 

Rich  Pittsley  will  introduce  you  to  Regional  History  and 
Native  American  Culture.  Yellowstone  Park,  Little 
Bighorn  Battlefield,  Lewis  and  Clark,  Crow  Country, 
Indian  Wars,  Pryor  Mountain  Wild  Horse  Range. 
Transportation,  meals,  and  interpretation.  Historical 
research,  group  presentations,  and  history  projects 


WESTERN  RANCH  FUN  AND  LEARNING  CENTER 

Escape  for  some  old  fashioned  Western 

family  fun!  We  have  it  all  from  the  right 

horse  to  match  your  horsemanship  to 

our  home  drawn  covered  wagon. 

Join  in  on  a  Western  style  wagon  ride 

or  take  a  nice  horseback  ride  on 

the  ranch  trails  with  a  Wrangler.  The 

Triple  C  Ranch  has  many  historical 

tales  Including  notables  such  as 

Calamity  Jane  and  Chief  Joseph. 

"WESTERN  LOGICK"  AND 
"TALES  OF  THE  OLD  WEST" 

Newt  Edwards  will  stir  up  a  bean  pot 
full  of  tall  tales,  jokes,  pranks,  and  sto- 
ries of  the  Old  West.  The  Montana 
Camel  drive  and  other  stories  of  cowboys 
and  rascals  that  made  the 
West  exciting  and  deadly.  Meet 
Buffalo  Bill,  Calamity  Jane  in  Deadwood, 
and  characters  like  Hard  Luck  Ray,  Three 
Fingers  Putnam,  Tangle  Leg  Whiskey  and  other 
"saddle  sores"  who  hung  out  with  Newt  at  the 
Sarah  Saloon.  Book  Lynn  "Newt"  Edwards  for 
your  next  event.  Wild  bulls  tamed.  Cattle 
punched.  Sheep  dipped.  Likker  bottles  emp- 
tied. Politicians  hung  free.  The  truth  pounded  flat!  Order  his 
entertaining  book,  "Bacon,  Beans,  Tobacco,  "n'  Whiskey," 
authored  by  Newt  himself  with  the  help  of  his  dog  Kramer. 

YELLOWSTONE  MOTORCYCLE  ADVENTURES 

Experience  the  Power  and  the  Beauty  in  the  Big  Sky 

Country.  We  offer  day  trips  and  overnight  journeys  into 

Yellowstone  Park  and  throughout  the  beautiful  state  of 

Montana.  Bring  your  motorcycle  and  travel  with  Clint 

Stocks.  He  is  an  experienced  rider  and  native-bom 

Montanan  who  will  share  his  extensive  knowledge  of  the 

Northwest  to  guide  you  to  surrounding  historical  and 

wilderness  attractions.  Experience  the  wonders  that  make 

Montana  such  an  exciting  place  to  explore!  We 

customize  our  tours  to  include  meals,  accom- 

x»i"i      modations  and  resting  points,  to  make  your 

adventure  comfortable  and  enjoyable. 
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Connie  Wanner  Photo 


INGOMIAR,  IVIONTANA 
...THE  FIHAL  FRONTIER 


Home  of  the  Historic 

JERSEY  LILLY  Saloon 

and  Eatery  and  Ingomar 

BUNK  'Pi'  BISCUIT  (hotel) 

Featuring  live  buffalo;  horse  drawn 

stage  coach  rides;  longhorn  cows; 

saddle  horses;  and 

Montana  History  galore. 

(406)  358-2278 

PO  Box  84 

Downtown  Ingomar,  Montana 

off  US  12  between  Roundup  &  Forsyth 

INGOIVIAR,  IViOINTANA 

...  Where  the  Centuries  JVJeet 


l^a  ^a  ^a  %  ^a  \  %  «u  "^a  \^\  % 

K^  S:.^fj  RANCH  OUIMS 

P         "One,  0^  Ifce.  Natiim'4  Leading  WwtMit  fit«wiM"      „ 


CLOTHING 

•  Wrangler 

•  Pendleton  •  Comfy 

•  Panhandle  Slim 

•  Double  D  Ranchwear 


Charlie 

One  Horse  „ 
'  American  ly  ^ 

Larry  Mahan 


.  •  Tony  Lama  •  Wrangler  HATS  ^ 

^z  -Justin  .Pendleton  'Comfy  'Stetson  IV 

^  •  Nocona  .  Panhandle  Slim  *  f^esistol 

1^  -Olathe  .  Double  D  Ranchwear  •Australian  « 

^Yj  •  Lucchese  .  Wrangler  -  Bareback  Jeans     Akubra  ^\ 

•Cowtown  .  Montana  T-Shirts  Charlie 

1?  '  t'^'^%  '  Circle  T  One  Horse  „ 

rl      A^,    °"  •  Rocky  Mt.  Jeans  'American  IV. 

^  'Abilene  •  Hairston  Roberson  'Larry  Mahan 

?       *  k^'"^u    i_i  •  Desert  West  D 

x<^.  Double  H  .Cinch  Jeans  &  Shirts  \ 

^  -Hathorn  .  Jurquiise  Jewelry 

R      ^Ahaf'^  -Crumrine  Buckles  : 

U'Chi     ewa  •  Leather  Coats,  Belts,  Wallets  ^"'(■ 

'  Lar'fjrSan  *  ^"'^"^"^21  Leather 

Ti  '  '  Longhorn  by  Niver  n 

f<\  C 

Visit  Our  Fine  Ladies 

Western  Wear  Department  j^ 

CowaiRL         r' 

Where  We're  Romancing  the  West    J^ 

DOWNTOWN  BILLINGS  n 
123  N.  BROADWAY,        c 
BILLINGS,  MT 
„    ^     1-800-871-9929        ^\ 
.        ^,     ,,,  245-2248-245-9929 

^i     Boot  Sizes  6-15  «...  *        -i    i-i 

a  Width  AAA  to  EEE  ShippinQ  Avoiloble        c 


i     Boot  Sizes  6-15 
U  Width  AAA  to  EEE 


R.,  R.    R.,  R.,  R.,  R. 


^j%^j\j\j^a 
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The  premiere  vacation  in  the  West  is  a  cattle  drive  or  ranch  vacation.  You  can  arrive  as  a  greenhorn  and  leave  as  a  drover  and  wrangler.  In  the 
process,  you'll  eat  great  western  cooking  and  see  country  where  the  Big  Sky's  the  limit! 

Lana  K.  Smith  Photo 


EXPERIENCE  MONTANA 

Roundup  Cattle  Drive  Inc 


PRESENTS  THE 


11  ANNUAL  Roundup 

ilUGUST.  13-18  8000 

Call  800-257-9775 

E-mail:  info@roundupcattledrive.com    •    www.roundupcattledrive.com 

For  Free  Brochure:   Roundup  Cattle  Drive,  Inc.,  Roundup,  MT  59072 


GAIN  HANDS  ON  EXPERIENCE  IN: 

•  Horse  Back  Riding  •  A  Ranch  Rodeo 

•  Side  Trail  Rides  •  Western  Dancing 

•  Cattle  Driving  •  Riding  in  a  Covered  Wagon 
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Bed  &  Breakfast,  Town  &  Country 


Welcome  to  the  exciting  world  of  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Staying  at  a  bed  and  breakfast  (B&B)  is  an  excellent  way  to  experience 
the  beauty  of  our  part  of  the  West  as  well  as  the  acclaimed  hospitality  for  which  Montana  is  known. 

Accommodations  in  B&B's  vary  from  modest  to  luxurious  and  include  a  variety  of  settings  that  range  from  the  rustic 
energy  of  a  working  ranch  to  the  gracious  wrap  around  porch  of  an  historic  inn. 

Breakfast  is  one  of  the  highpoints  at  a  B&B  with  a  guarantee  of  generous  servings,  fascinating  guests  and  conversation,  and 
hosts  with  an  uncanny  knowledge  of  private  fishing  streams,  gourmet  restaurants  and  the  shortest  routes  to  everywhere. 


•  Hot  Tub  •  Gazebo 

•  Sun  Porch  •  Sitting  Room 

•  Full  Gourmet  Breakfast 
♦ 

113  North  Douglas 

Glendive,  MT  59330 

(406)  377-4505 

1-800-965-8456 

Email:  hostetler@mcn.net 


HISTORIC 

HOTEL 

BECKER 

BED& 

BREAKFAST 

Lx)cated  at  200  North  Center  in 
downtown  Hardin,  the  facihty 
offers  seven  rooms,  breakfast  fea- 
turing local  wild  berry  jellies, 
meeting  room,  and  a  hostess/ 
owner  with  a  half-century  of 
knowledge  about  Hardin  and  the 
surrounding  area. 
Inquiries  about  reservations  are 
welcomed  and  should  be  directed 
to  Mary  Slattery. 
Call  (406)  665-2707  or  665-3074 


_0> 

lKendricl<i 
House  Inn 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Tum-of-the-century 

Historic  Boarding  House. 

Now  a  Bed  &  Breakfast 

With  5  Guest  Rooms 

15  min.  to  Little  Bighorn 

Battlefield.  Near  Yellowtail 

Dam  Recreational  Area  . 

Hoits:  Steve  &  Marcie  Smith 

206  N.  Custer  Ave. 

Hardin.  MT  59034 

For  Reservations  Call: 

(406)  665-3035 


Cat  Coulee 

Beds  W 

Birds 

Newly  constructed 
log  cabins 
•  Bed  &  Breakfast  available 
year  round  -  ranch  style  meals 

•  Meeting  Room 
•  Private  1200  acre  pheasant 

shooting  preserve 

Open  September  -  March 

Located  14.5  miles 

north  of  1-94  exit  67 

HC  73  Box  658 

Hysham,  MT  59038 

(406)  749-0095  or 

(406)  342-541 1 


Tfe  Josephine 

"Bed  &  "Brtai^ast 

Qourmet  'Breakfasts 
"Elegant  Hlpoms  •  'WlurCpooC Suite 


A   Lovely  Historic  home  within 

walking  distance   to   Downtown 

Billings.  Minutes  away  from  airport, 

historic  attractions  &  museums. 

at  514  North  29th  Street 

Billings,  Montana 

1-800-552-5898 

(406)  248-5898 

www.thejosephine.com 


lea-  ^oa*K 

On  Castle  Rock  Lake, 
one  of  souttieastern 
Montana's  best  kept 

secrets! 
7437  Cosfle  Rock  Lake  Dr. 
Colstrip,  Montana  59323 

(406)  748-3653  or 

1-888-Lake  BNB  (525-3262) 

Email:  visit@lakeviewbnb.com 

viAwvs/.lakeviewbnb.com 


Bed  fie  Breakfast 

Located  1-1/2  Miles  North  of  Interstate 
94  on  Sarpy  Creek  Exit  72.  4  Miles  Fast 

of  Hysham.  20  Miles  West  of  Forsyth 

Furnished  Two  Bedroom  House, 

FuU  Bath  with  Tub  &  Shower, 

Fully  Equipped  Kitchen, 
Gas  Barbecue  Grill,  Mountain 
Bike  Roads,  Quiet  Country 
Setting  on  Creek,  Excellent 
Hunting,  Walking  Trails, 
Free  Continental  Breakfast 

Bob  &Adele  FJelslad 

Sarpy  Creek  Road.  PO  Box  109 

Hysham.  MT  59038. 

(406)  342-5668 


Helm  "River  "Bend 

'Bed  & 'Breal^ast 

'Spacious  "Ranch  !Home 

on  Jatmly  Owned  "Rfinch 

•fHi^ng  &  fishutg 

'(River  floats 

'iBiTd&'BigQcime 
!}{untw£  Tac^es 

Tat  &  Qary  Helm 

HC32,'BoK^4161 

Mies  City,  ^Montana  59301 

Thotie:  (406)  421-5420 

Ja^:  (406)  421-5491 


Photos  courtesy  of  Kendrick  House  Irm 


Page  10 — Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 2000 


Ranch  Vacati 
Experience  ^ 
a  Lifetime 


BAY  HORSE  RANCH  VACATION 

Experience  the  true  cowboy's  way  of  life  -  ride  and 

check  rattle  daily,  trail  rattle,  and  round  up  the  herd, 

even  help  with  ralving,  branding  or  shipping  cattle. 

Horses,  meals  and  lodging  provided.  Located  in 

beautiful  southeastern  Montana. 

Scott  Sanbum 

Box  341,  Biddle,  MT  59314 

(406)  427-5746 


GUEST  RANCH,  LTD. 

Hwy  59  -  Biddle,  MT  •  Turn  before  mile  marker  1 1 
Working  Cattle/Sheep  &  Vacation  Ranch 

•  Horseback  Riding  •  Trail  Cattle,  &  Sheep 
Hiking  'Abundant  Wildlife  'Scenic  Hills  'Beautiful  Sunsets  | 
'  Evening  Music '  Western  Dances  •  Hunting '  Fishing 

Come  &  Enjoy  our  Brand 

of  Western  Hospitality. 

(406)  427-5388  or  (406)  427-5406 

-----i,-f-"i3C 

WelcomG  to  the 

DOUBLE  SFEAR  RAUCH 

your  home  in  Montana 

•  Working  cattle  ranch  35  miles  south  of 

Billings  on  Crow  Indian  Reservation 

•  Rare  Hypoallergenic 

American  Curly  Horses 

Tony  &  Donna  Blackmore,  PO  Box  43,  Pryor,  MT  59066 

Tel  (406)  259-8291  •  Fax  (406)  245-7673 

E-Mail:  DSRranch@aol,com 


You  can  choose  from  a  variety  of  farm  or  ranch  experiences  during 
your  vacation  to  Custer  Country.  Stay  overnight  at  a  real  farm  or 
ranch  and  wake  up  to  a  home-cooked,  Montana-style  breakfast,  or 
just  relax  in  the  quiet,  peaceful  setting.  Then  participate  in  actual 
ranch  activities  such  as  feeding  the  animals,  mending  fences,  putting 
up  hay,  and  more!  Additional  activities  include  small  cattle  drives, 
wagon  rides,  fishing,  hiking,  and  campfire  entertainment.  What  a 

wonderful  and  unique  way  to  spend  a  summer  vacation! 

Nancy  Mendenhall  Photo 


A 


DOUBLE  RAFTER 

Cattle  Drives 
Krayton  &  Druann  Kerns 

(406)  628-2320  •  800-704-9268 
Ranch  Headquarters:  521  Pass  Creek  Road 
Parkman,  WY  82838 
Office:    4 1 9  East  Main  St. 
Laurel,  MT  59044 


NANSEL  RANCH  GUEST 

HC  84,  Forsyth,  Montana  59327 
*  1  1/2  hours  from  Billings  Logan  International  Airport 

Experience  authentic  western  hospitality  on  a  3rd 
generation  working  cattle  ranch  in  Eastern  Montana. 

•  Hunting  •  Abundant  Wildlife 

•  Horseback  Riding  •  Hiking,  Back  Packing  &  Biking 

•  Seasonal  Participation  in  Ranch  Activities 

Tom  &  Robin  (406)  356-2461  Bob  &  LUa  (406)  356-2842 
,  Fax  (406)  356-2902 


The  Wald  Ranch 

Come  and  enjoy  our  family  ranch  where 
the  beauty  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains 

greets  us  each  day. 

Daily  Riding  *  Good  Home  Cooking 

Historic  Battle  Site  *  Near  Custer  Battlefield 

Ron  &  Donna  Wald 

Star  Rt.  809  •  Lodge  Grass,  MT  59050 

Ph/Fax  (406)  639-2457 


Creek  Angus  Ranch 


Become  a  Pass  Creek  Cowboy  on  the 
foothills  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains 

•  Move  Cattle         •  Cabin  &  Teepee  Accommodations 

•  Pleasure  Riding    •  Horse  Drawn  Covered 

•  Fencing  Wagon  Ride  on  Bozeman  Trail 
PO  Box  175,  Wyola,  MT  59089  •  (406)  343-2876    > 

"^  HOUGEN  RANCH  ^ 

Fourth  Generation  Working  Ranch 

Experience  day  to  day  activities  - 

Moving  Cattle,  Branding,  Scenery  from  the 

Foothills  of  the  Bull  Mountains  to  the  Plains  of 

Eastern  Montana,  Abundant  Wildlife 

Ranching  is  our  business  — 

Guests  are  our  Pleasure 

Box  127,  Melstone.  MT  59054 

(406)  358-2204  or  (406)  358-2209 


§«>!- 


45  Miles  South  of      ^ 

Billings,  Hwy.  310 

Branding,  Roping, 

Cattle  Drives,  Trail 

Rides,  Hiking,  B&B 

5th  Generation  Working  Cattle  Ranch 

Hosts:  Lonnie  &  Darlene  Schwend 
RR  1  Box  1160  •  Bridget,  MT  59014 
.  Phone/Fax:  (406)  662-3460 

'  Come,  Relax  tvith  us  along  the  ^ 

Little  Bighorn  under  our  piece  of  the  Big  Sky 

+A  Guest  Ranch 


•  fishing 
• cookoute 
•  hay  rides 

•  ranch 
activities 


Nearby; 

Custer  Battlefield 

•Billings.  MT 

•  Sheridan.  WY 

^W  ■>>■'■"?«' 

Cross  A  Guest  Ranch 

Hale  &  Terry  JefFers 

Star  Rt  923,  Lodge  Grass,  MT  59050 

phone/fax  (406)  639-2697 
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Sizzlin' 
Recipes 

"CowBelles"  and  "Cattlewomen" 
organizations  promote  the  use  of  beef 
products  by  fostering  understanding 
of  the  nutritional  value  of  beef,  by  pro- 
viding good  up-to-date  recipes,  and  by 
supporting  projects  and  activities  of 
local  4-H  Clubs. 

For  free  recipes,  write  to  Big  Horn 
County  CowBelles,  Ethel  Herbel, 
Route  #1,  Box  1074,  Hardin,  MT  59034. 
These  recipes  are  from  the  Big  Horn 
County  1999  4-H  Cook-Off  Cook  Book. 


Meatball  Sub  Casserole 

— Melissa  Schaak 
1/3  cup  chopped  onion 
3  T  Parmesan  cheese 
1  loaf  French  bread,  cut  into  1-inch 
slices 

1/2  cup  mayonnaise  (do  not  use  light 
or  fat  free) 

1  1  /2  t.  Italian  seasoning 
3  3/4  cup  Mozzarella  cheese 

1  cup  water 
1/4  cup  seasoned  bread  crumbs 

2  lb.  Ground  Beef 
1  8-oz.  pkg.  cream  cheese,  softened 
1/4  t.  pepper 

1/4  t.  garlic  powder 

1  26-oz.  jar  spaghetti  sauce 

In  bowl,  combine  onions,  bread 
crumbs,  and  Parmesan  cheese.  Add 
beef  and  mix  well.  Shape  into  1-inch 
balls;  place  in  baking  pan.  Bake  at 
400-F  for  15-20  minutes  or  until  no 
longer  pink.  Meanwhile,  arrange  bread 
in  a  single  layer  in  an  ungreased  bak- 
ing dish.  (All  of  the  bread  may  not  be 
used.)  Combine  cream  cheese,  mayon- 
naise, Italian  seasoning  and  pepper; 
spread  over  bread.  Sprinkle  with  1/2 
cup  Mozzarella.  Combine  sauce,  water 
and  garlic;  add  meatballs.  Pour  over 
cheese  mixture;  sprinkle  with  remain- 
ing cheese.  Bake  uncovered  at  350-F. 
for  30  minutes  or  until  heated  through. 
Yield  6-8  servings.  Note:  You  may 
want  to  put  a  narrow  baking  sheet 
(cookie  sheet)  under  pan. 

Stir-fry  Beef  and  Spinach  Noodles 

— Raphael  He  Does  It 
1  pound  Round  Tip  Beef  Steak 
6  oz.  uncooked  thin  spaghetti 
1  pkg.  fresh  spinach,  thinly  sliced 


1  can  sliced  water  chestnuts 
1/4  cup  sliced  green  onions 

2  T  chopped  chili  peppers 
Marinade 

1/4  cup  Hoisin  sauce 
2  T  soy  sauce 

1  T  water 

2  t.  dark  sesame  oil 

2  large  cloves  garlic,  crushed 
1  /  4  t.  crushed  red  pepper 

Stack  Beef  Steaks.  Cut  lengthwise  in 
half  and  then  crosswise  into  1-inch 
wide  strips.  Combine  marinade  ingre- 
dients; add  beef,  tossing  to  coat.  Cover 
and  marinate  in  refrigerator  10  min- 
utes. Meanwhile,  cook  spaghetti 
according  to  package  directions;  keep 
warm.  Remove  beef  from  marinade; 
reserve  marinade.  Heat  large  nonstick 
wok  or  a  skillet  over  medium-high 
heat.  Add  beef  (1  /  2  at  a  time)  and  stir- 
fry  1-2  minutes  or  unttl  outside  is  no 
longer  pink.  (Do  not 
overcook).Remove  beef;  keep  warm. 
In  same  skillet,  combine  spaghetti, 
spinach,  water  chestnuts,  green  onions 
and  reserved  marinade;  cook  until 


John  Brewer  Photo 


spinach  is  wilted  and  mixture  is  heat- 
ed through,  stirring  occasionally. 
Return  beef  to  skillet;  mix  lightly. 
Garnish  with  chili  peppers.  Serves  5. 

Hamburger  Stroganoff 

— Jonathan  Taft 
1/2  cup  onion,  chopped  fine 
1/4  cup  butter 
1  pound  fresh  mushrooms 
1  10  1/2-oz.  can  cream  of  chicken  soup 
1  cup  sour  cream 

1  clove  garlic,  minced 
11/2  pound  Ground  Beef 

2  T  flour 
1/4  t.  pepper 

Saute  onion  and  garlic  with  butter  in 
a  covered  dish  in  microwave  for  2  to  2 
1/2  minutes.  Meanwhile,  brown  ham- 
burger and  drain.  Add  sauteed  garlic 
and  onion  to  meat.  Next  add  flour, 
salt,  pepper  and  sliced  mushrooms. 
Cook  5  minutes.  Add  soup  and  1/2 
cup  water.  Simmer  uncovered  10  min- 
utes. Stir  in  sour  cream.  Heat  through 
till  warm.  (Don't  boil  hard.)  Serve  over 
noodles  or  rice.  Serves  4-6. 
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The  Custer 
Country  Vacation 
Guide  offers  you 
an  exciting  tour 
through 
Southeastern 
Montana.  With 
every  page  you 
turn,  you'll  find 
Big  Sky  glimpses 
and  information 
about  this  unique 
comer  of  Montana. 

Custer  Country 
has  36,500  square 
miles,  with  360 


Heading  out  for  a  drive? 


WpHwrr  wwiH"^ 


^ 


Mike  McCleary  Photo 


westernmost 
Laurel  on  1-90. 
Our  pages  take 
you  from  town 
to  town,  telling 
you  about  what 
there  is  to  see 
and  to  do  in  each 
one.  See  Page  2 
for  town  index. 
Major  travel 
arteries  of  the 
region  follow 
along  1-90, 1-94, 
and  Highway 
212.  Lots  of  the 


miles  of  interstate  highway,  950  miles  of  paved       fun,  scenery  and  attractions  highlighted  in  the 
state  roads  and  who  knows  how  many  miles  of      guide  are  off  the  beaten  path,  however. 


country  roads. 

Here  is  how  to  find  your  way  through  this 
vacation  guide.  The  map  above  shows  the 
towns  in  the  same  order  that  they  appear  as 
you  turn  the  following  pages.  We  start  with 
easternmost  Wibaux  on  1-94  and  end  with 


Topics  of  general  interest  throughout  the 
region,  maps,  charts,  and  calendars  of  events 
are  included  to  help  you  find  out  more  about 
your  special  interests. 

Turn  the  page  and  begin  your  Custer  Country 
travel  adventure. 
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MONTANA  CENTENNIAL  TRAIN  COACH  IN  WIBAUX 

A  unique  part  of  the  Pierre  Wibaux  Museum  Complex  is  the  Montana  Centennial  train  car  which  was  a  part  of  the  Freedom  Train 
and  later  purchased  by  the  State  of  Montana  to  take  along  with  27  other  cars  to  the  World's  Fair  in  New  York  City  in  1964.  This  car 
was  left  at  the  World's  Fair  in  New  York  for  2  years  along  with  4  other  cars.  After  that,  the  cars  were  brought  back  to  Montana  and 
placed  in  five  different  towns  as  Visitor  Information  Centers.  This  car  was  an  information  center  for  25  years.  It  now  holds  a  very  inter- 
esting collection  of  history  of  our  community  and  it  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  five  cars  originally  used  for  visitor  centers. 


When  visiting  Eastern  Montana,  plan  a  day  or  two  in 

Historic  Wibaux 

Gateway  to  Montana  on  Interstate  94 

*  Tourist  Information  Center /Rest  Area 
East  Exit  242  -  West  Exit  241 

*  Free  Public  Picnic  Areas  (Downtown) 

*  Playground  and  PubUc  Swimming  Pool 

*  Historic  Business  District 

*  Free  Museum  and  Montana  Centennial  Train 

Car  Complex 


For  Ir\formation  Write: 

Wibaux  County  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

P.O.  Box  159 

Wibaux,  Montana  59353 


Pierre  Wibaux's  statue  overlooks  the  land  he  loved. 


A  liveiy  stable  is  pait  ot  the  museum  complex. 
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Wibaux  (pronounced 
wee-bo)  is  the  Interstate  94 
"Gateway  to  Montana."  This 
community  has  a  State  Visitor^ 
Center.  You  can  browse  the  racks  of  helpful 
information  and  select  brochures  and  publica- 
tions to  complete  your  plans  for  a  wonderful 
vacation  all  across  Montana. 

The  friendly  staff  can  also  direct  you  to 
Wibaux's  own  special  attractions.  It  is  a  west- 
em  town  with  a  colorful  history  and  a  charm- 
ing commercial  historic  district  —  a  great  place 
to  set  the  tone  for  the  rest  of  your  trip. 

The  town  and  county  were  named  for  Pierre 
Wibaux,  a  Frenchman  who  came  to  the  territo- 
ry in  the  late  1800's  when  he  decided  his  future 
did  not  lie  in  the  textile  industry  operated  by 
his  family.  He  arrived  in  1883  and  bought 
property  and  cattle  even  though  he  had  no 
background  in  ranching. 

His  herd  of  cattle  at  one  time  numbered 
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40,000  head,  and  they  grazed  on  land 
he  controlled  in  western  North  Dakota 
and  eastern  Montana. 

Teddy  Roosevelt  was  among  his 
friends  in  this  era.  The  future 
President  of  the  United  States  was  a 
badlands  rancher  at  this  time.  The 
Marquis  de  Mores,  another 
Frenchman,  undertook  a  grandiose  — 
though  doomed  —  plan  to  process 
beef  in  western  Dakota.  Theodore 
Roosevelt  National  Park  and  the  town 
of  Medora,  ND,  just  30  miles  from 
Wibaux,  stand  today  as  reminders  of 
the  roles  these  gentlemen  played  in 
history. 
Welcome  to  Montana 

State  Information  Center:  The  new 
visitor  information  center  and  rest  area 
opened  in  Wibaux  in  1998  at  Interstate 
94  Exit  242.  Maps,  travel  brochures, 
photographs,  video  tapes  and  a  friend- 
ly staff  answer  your  questions  about 
what  there  is  to  do  and  see  all  across 
Montana. 

Montana  History  on  Display: 
History  begins  at  Montana's  doorstep 
with  Pierre  Wibaux's  in- town  office 
and  sleeping  quarters,  restored  to  its 
original  condition  and  featuring  many 
antique  household  furnishings  of  the 
homestead  days. 

The  museum  also  includes  an  old- 
fashioned  barbershop,  a  livery  stable,  a 
railroad  caboose,  and  old-fashioned 
flower  gardens. 

A  railroad  car,  part  of  the 
Montana  Centennial  Train, 
which  was  on  display  at 
the  World's  Fair  in  New 
York  City  in  1964,  houses  a 
number  of  artifacts  and 
unusual  displays.  Free  tours 
of  the  museum  are  conduct- 
ed from  May  1  to  September 
30.  The  museum  is  located 
on  East  Orgain  Avenue,  in 
Wibaux's  Historic 
Commercial  District. 

Walking  Tour:  Walking 
history  tour  brochures  are 
available  at  the  museum  or 
the  visitor  information  center. 

The  historic  St.  Peter's 
Catholic  Church  marked  its 
100th  year  in  1995.  It  is  a  beau- 
tiful building  faced  with  lava 
rock  and  built  with  funds 
donated  by  the  Wibaux  family. 
It  is  just  one  of  a  number  of 
buildings  included  in  the  walk- 
ing tour. 

Pierre  Wibaux's  will  provided 


for  a  monumental  statue  in  his  like- 
ness. It  stands  on  the  west  edge  of  the 
town  and  overlooks  the  land  he  loved 
so  well.  The  statue  faces  the  direction 
of  his  main  ranch,  known  as  the  W- 
Bar,  located  northeast  of  town. 

A  memorial  cross  and  monument 
were  erected  by  the  Dobrowski  family 
in  memory  of  their  family  and  the 
early  settlers  who  helped  establish  the 
town  of  Wibaux.  The  memorial  is 
located  near  Interstate  94  on  the  east 
edge  of  town.  The  public  is  invited  to 
stop,  rest  and  visit  the  memorial. 

Accommodations  and  Arts:  Wibaux 
has  two  motels,  two  overnight  camp- 
ing courts,  a  ranch  bed  and  breakfast 
south  of  town,  a  supper  club  and  two 
taverns  offering  casino  gambling,  two 
hometown  cafes,  a  fast  food  /  ice  creann 
shop,  a  pewter  foundry,  an  antique 
store  with  a  soda  fountain,  and  two 
combination  convenience  store /gas 
station  facilities.  The  community  has 
five  churches  with  Sunday  services. 
Outdoors  Under  the  Big  Sky 

Parks  and  Recreation:  A  public  out- 
door swimming  pool,  with  shade  trees 
and  playground  equipment  adjacent  to 
it,  is  located  on  West  Nolan  Avenue. 
Visitors  are  welcome  afternoons  and 
evenings. 

Wibaux  has  several  city  parks  where 
visitors  can  enjoy  a  picnic,  take  a  walk, 
let  children  romp  in  playground  areas, 
or  enjoy  flower  gardens 


courtesy  of  the  Wibaux  Garden  Club. 
The  VFW  Memorial  Park  near  the 
Pierre  Wibaux  statue  overlooks  the 
Beaver  Valley.  The  Wibaux  city  park 
on  the  main  thoroughfare,  Wibaux 
Street,  has  shade  trees,  picnic  tables, 
and  playground  equipment.  Picnic 
tables  are  also  available  at  a  new  park 
across  from  the  Wibaux  County 
Nursing  Home  at  the  south  end  of 
town. 

Baseball  games  between  area  clubs 
are  a  popular  summer  activity  at  the 
field  on  East  Second  Avenue  South. 
Hunting,  Fishing,  Wildlife 

It  looks  like  just  a  small  stream,  but 
Beaver  Creek,  which  flows  through 
Wibaux,  has  produced  some  big  fish, 
including  walleye  and  northern  pike 
in  excess  of  10  pounds.  Catfish  and 
bullheads  also  can  be  caught  in  the 
creek,  while  panfish  and  trout  are 
found  in  many  area  farm  ponds.  A 
public  pond  with  picnic  area  is  located 
on  the  edge  of  the  city  Limits  on 
Highway  7  South. 

A  blend  of  badlands  and  rolling  hills 
offers  fine  photography  or  hunting 
trophies  in  mule  deer,  whitetail  deer 
and  antelope.  Upland  game  birds  also 
are  plentiful  in  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
ty. Deer,  wild  turkeys,  beaver  and  a 
wide  variety  of  songbirds  are  fre- 
quently spotted — sometimes  right  in 
town! 


p«e  Wibaux  Mu,eu,„  )<»»««"" 
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Historic  Downtown  Wibaux.  John  Brewer  Photo 


A  Special  Invitation 

Activities  and  Events:  Wibaux  does- 
n't have  any  snow  in  July  and  Beaver 
Creek  is  too  narrow  for  water  skiing. 
But  the  community  is  planning  its 
sixth  annual  Eastern  Montana  'Ski 
Festival  June  30  through  July  2.  The 
slightly  offbeat  festivities  celebrate  the 
large  number  of  Polish  settlers  in  the 
area  whose  names  end  in  "-ski"  as 
well  as  the  "Norskis,"  Germans  and 
other  ethnic  groups  who  developed 
Wibaux  County.  In  addition  to  a 
parade,  polka  music  and  a  Polish  bar- 
becue, the  festival  includes  games  such 
as  mechanical  surfing.  A  ranch  rodeo 
with  events  mirroring  work  actually 
done  on  area  ranches  also  will  be  held 
during  the  'Ski  Festival.  Visitors  are 
welcome  to  join  the  fun. 

Another  highlight  each  summer  is 
the  Wibaux  County  Fair  in  August.  It 
includes  a  parade,  exhibits,  livestock 


judging,  a  rodeo,  and  a  demolition 

derby. 

Events  in  Wibaux  in  2000 

June:  Eastern  Montana  'Ski 

Festival 30-July  2 

All-School  Reunion,  Big  Band 

Dance,  Ice  Cream  Social  at 

Pierre  Wibaux  Museum  Complex, 

Variety  Show,  Parade, 

Polish  Barbecue,  Games, 

Basketball  Tournament, 

Polka  Mass,  Community  Breakfast, 

Ranch  Rodeo 

Aug.:  Wibaux  County  Fair 25-27 

Horse  Judging,  Exhibits 25 

Night  Show 25 

Livestock  Judging 26 

Rodeo 26 

Fair  Parade 27 

Demolition  Derby 27 

Livestock  Sale 27 

Dec:  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Appreciation  Day 2 


Just  your  "Era 
ANTIQUES 

•SODA  FOUNIAIN 

•  CANDY 

•  FINE  COFFEE 
Step  bacfiin  time... 

on  %{ain  Street  in  downtown  WiSau^^ 


Maus  RU  Camp 

Just  2  blocks  to  downtown  shopping,  eats,  park, 

teens! tots  playgrounds.  Pool  is  nearby,  too. 

7  full  hookups,  1  drive-through  with 

elec.  &  rwo  tent  spaces 

102  E  Nolan,  Wibaux,  MT  59353 

(406)  796-2344 

Your  hosts:  Ernie  &  Betty  Maus 


WIBAUX  COUNTRY  STORE 

•  TIRES   •  SERVICE  •  C-STORE 

•  GAS   •  DIESEL   •  BEER 

Wibaux,  MT  59353 

(406)  795-2219 


IVIOINTAriA  PEWTER 

(406)  796-2594 
Jewelry  •  Figurines 
Factory  Outlet  Store 

Wibaux,  MT  59353  •  E-mail:  mtpewter@midrivers.com 


Additional 
WIBAUX,  MONTANA 

Businesses  &  Ser>ices 

WA'  Motel 

106  2nd  Ave..  Wibaux 

(406)  796-2446 

Palace  Cafe 

125  South  Wibau.K.  Wibaux,  MT 
(406)  796-2426 


Tastee 
Hut 

Exit  241  or  242  on  1-94 
Wibaux.  MT  59353  •  (406)  796-2500 

•  Good  Food 

•  Reasonable  Prices 

•  Fast  Courteous  Service 

•  Full  Meals   •Sandwiches 

•  Ice  Cream  Treats  •  Drinks 

-  Take  it  out  or  eat  it  here  - 


SHAMROCK  CLUB 

The  Fun  Spot  in  Wibaux 

^  steak  >  Shrimp 
4  Lobster  4^  Lottery  Tickets 

>  Vi(deo  Gaming  -  Poker  &  Keno 

Stop  in  and  see  our  Antique  Bit  &  Spur  Collection!      (406)  796-8250 
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can  fly  into  Baker's  modern  airport 
equipped  to  handle  most  aircraft. 

Baker,  The  "Friendly  City"  by  the 
lake,  was  chosen  as  the  end  of  the 
"Last  Big  Cattle  Drive  of  the  Century" 
with  drovers  of  nearly  a  thousand  cat- 
tle celebrating  end  of  the  trail  events 
Sept.  11,  1999. 

Activities  abound  here.  Outdoor 
recreational  facilities  for  golf,  tennis, 
Softball,  volleyball,  horseshoes,  swim- 
ming and  boating  are  within  walking 
distance  of  each  other.  Trap  shooting 
and  target  shooting  facilities  are  avail- 
able just  west  of  Baker  for  tourna- 
ments or  to  use  on  your  own. 
Fresh  Air  Recreation 

Baker  Lake:  Picnic  in  one  of  many 
beautiful  parks  or  beside  the  lake  and 
swim,  boat  or  water  ski  for  a  fun-filled 
day.  Fishermen  will  have  a  fish  story 
to  take  home  after  casting  lines  for 
pike,  crappie,  walleye  and  perch  in 
Baker  Lake  or  one  of  the  nearby  reser- 
voirs. Sandstone  Reservoir  to  the 
southwest  of  Baker  is  renowned  as  a 
great  fishing  spot. 

Free  Camping:  RV  parking  and 
camping  are  free  at  overnight  facili- 
ties. Free  sewage  disposal  is  available 
at  the  RV  park.  Tent  for  the  night  at 
Steve  McClain  Memorial  Park,  which 


has  picnic  tables,  barbecues,  and  bath- 
room facilities.  Excellent  motel  accom- 
modations are  available  at  reasonable 
rates,  and  restaurants  please  both 
palate  and  pocketbook. 

Scenic  Drives:  Many  artists  have 
put  the  surrounding  landscapes  on 
canvas  in  paintings  and  sketches.  Blue 
skies  filled  with  mile-deep,  pillowy 
clouds  over  sandstone  cliffs  and  gold- 
en fields  form  the  backdrop  for  pic- 
tures. Oil  wells  add  to  the  settings.  The 
range  is  home  to  a  wide  variety  of 
both  domestic  and  wild  animals.  West 
of  Baker,  bighorn  sheep  may  be  spot- 
ted in  the  rugged  red  hills  between 
Baker  and  Miles  City  on  Highway  12. 
Watch  for  the  zebra  and  llamas  near 
Ismay.  These  non  native  animals  often 
graze  near  the  highway. 

Land  Time  Forgot:  Drive  25  miles 
south  of  Baker,  on  the  way  to  Ekalaka, 
to  see  Medicine  Rocks  State  Park. 
Native  Americans  gave  the  area  its 
name.  Here  they  found  "good  medi- 
cine." You'll  understand  why  dinosaur 
bones  have  been  unearthed  near  Baker 
when  you  see  the  honeycombed  sand- 
stone rock  formations,  carved  by  time, 
water,  and  wind.  The  FWP  camp- 
ground at  the  park  is  ope^  year  round 


and  offers  picnic  facilities  and  camp- 
ing for  trailers  up  to  20  feet. 
(406)  232-0900. 

Hunting:  Hunters  often  go  home 
with  huge  trophies  from  the  healthy, 
carefully  managed  wild  game  popula- 
tion in  the  Fallon  County  habitat.  You 
can  hunt  deer,  antelope,  pheasants, 
wild  turkeys,  or  rabbits  throughout 
the  area.  Many  of  the  farmers  and 
ranchers  are  glad  to  give  perrrussion 
when  you  ask.  (Please  be  sure  to  ask!) 
You  will  often  get  tips  for  an  even 
more  successful  hunt.  Many  landown- 
ers around  Baker  participate  in  the 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Block 
Management  Program  that  is  designed 
to  help  hunters  gain  access  to  good 
hunting  lands.  The  hunting  section  of 
this  guide  explains  the  program  in 
more  detail. 

Winter  Sports:  Snow  and  cold 
weather  open  the  Friendly  City  as  a 
center  for  activities  such  as  skating  on 
the  lighted  outdoor  rink,  cross  country 
skiing  or  snowmobiling.  Fish  the  lake 
or  area  reservoirs  for  some  great  win- 
ter catches.  Auger  a  hole  in  the  ice  and 
drop  in  a  line.  Many  local  folks  are 
willing  to  share  their  "secrets"  about 
how  to  land  the  big  one. 
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Montana's  Friendly  'Border'  Town 


^•■':^'-'>::s^^ 


Baker  Lake,  prairie  sunset, 
CFallon  Museum 


A  Walk-in  History  Book 
County  Museum:  Let  your 
imagination  take  you  away  to 
days  gone  by.  Imagine  how  the 
Indians  lived,  or  what  hard- 
ships the  first  explorers,  trap- 
pers, soldiers,  or  settlers  must 
have  faced.  The  ever-expanding 
O'Fallon  Historical  Museum  is  a 
five  building  complex.  The  main 
building  was  originally  the  coun- 
ty jail,  a  registered  National 
Historic  Building.  Two  home- 
stead houses  have  historically 
authentic  furnishings.  Another 
building  contains  homestead  era 
items  grouped  and  displayed  as 
old  businesses.  Check  the  price 
of  the  stamps  at  the  post  office, 
the  instruments  in  the  doctor's 
office,  items  and  their  prices  on 
the  grocery  shelves,  the  dairy 
equipment,  and  the  mustache  cups  in 
the  barber  shop.  Dinosaur  bones  and 
saddle  displays  tell  other  stories. 
Antique  cars.  Baker's  first  fire 
^    truck,  a  variety  of  tractors,  and 
*    an  1896  Avery  Yellow  Fellow 
wooden  threshing  machine  are 
featured  in  the  newest  building 
of  the  complex.  Admission  is  free. 
Donations  are  welcome. 

Volunteers  will  give  you 
directions  to  the  spot  where  hos- 
tile reservation  escapees 


ambushed  a  hapless  mail  carrier.  They 
can  tell  you  how  to  find  one  of  the 
many  teepee  rings  in  the  area,  or 
someone  may  point  out  the  wagon 
ruts  left  by  some  of  the  original  wagon 
trains  that  came  through  Montana. 
Indoor  Recreation 

Recreation  Center:  In  the  heart  of 
Baker  is  a  fine  indoor  recreation  facili- 
ty. You  can  swim  in  or  relax  beside  the 
indoor  heated  pool,  play  racquetball, 
handball,  or  wallyball,  or  use  the 
weight  room  at  the  Baker  Recreation 
Center,  adjacent  to  the  high  school.  It's 
open  year-round  with  hours  for  public 
use. 
Complete  Hospitality: 

Warm  Welcome:  Look  for  a  warm 
welcome  by  the  folks  in  the  "Friendly 
City."  Your  interest  in  sports  or  fossil 
hunting  can  involve  you  in  a  friendly 
conversation.  Join  in  a  game  of  cards 
at  the  Senior  Citizen's  Center  which 
welcomes  visitors  on  Highway  12, 
near  the  west  end  of  town.  The  folks 
will  make  you  feel  at  home  and  are  a 
good  source  of  information. 

Accommodations:  Baker  has  a  fine 
selection  of  lodging,  dining,  meeting 
facilities  and  shopping.  Stop  for  a  chat 
and  that  rare  commodity  called 
"hometown  service."  All  the  services  a 
traveler  could  need,  including  the 
Fallon  Medical  Complex,  are  available 
in  this  eastern  Montana  border  town. 


SAGEBRUSH  INN 


Spend  a  night,  not  a  fortune 


•  Clean,  comfortable  rooms 

•  New  Touch-Tone  phones 
with  direct  dialing 

•  Restaurants  adjacent  to 
motel 

406-778-3341 
1-800-638-3708 
FAX:  (406)  778-2753 
518  W.  MONTANA  AVE.  •  W.  HWY.  12  •  BAKER,  MONTANA 


Cable  T.V.  and  HBO 
Queen  size  beds 
Ample  truck  parking 
Winter  plug-ins 
Guest  controlled 
heat  and  air  conditioning 
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Come  to  the 

O*  Fallon 
Museum 


•  The  Courthouse  Complex  • 
Baker,  Montana 


See  Steer  Montana 

Certified  Weight:  3,980  lbs. 

Open  Year  round  9-12,  &  1-5 

(except  Mon.  &  Sat.) 

FREE 

Donations  Welcomed 
•  LoRA  Heyen,  Curator 
(406)  778-3265 


HEISER'S 

BAH 

"We  brought  the  world's  largest 

steer  home  to  Baker." 

See  this  3.980  lb.  steer  displayed 

at  the  O'Fallon  Museum. 

Soup  &  Sandwich  Specials 

Daily  •  Sandwich/Salad  Bar 

•  Homemade  Pizza 

"The  mostestqfthe  bestest" 
•  Hambuigers 
•  Broasted  Chicken 

4    *    ♦    V 

Live  Poker  Nightly 

*  Progressive  Poker 

Machines 

ir  Keno  Machines 

Baker,  Montana 

(406)  778-2001 


Oil  is  big  business  in  the  Baker  area.  Steinbach  Studio  Photo 


The  Main  Events! 

Bronco  Days:  In  March  is  the  annual 
Baker  Bronco  Days  event.  This  action 
packed  rodeo  is  held  indoors,  at  a 
heated  arena.  Bronco  Days  features 
cowboys  and  cowgirls  who  have 
earned  recognition  on  a  national  level. 
Spectators  can  get  involved  in  the  fun 
by  trying  their  luck  at  the  cowboy 
Calcutta. 

Fourth  of  July:  A  fireworks  display 
tops  off  a  day  of  celebration  on  our 
nation's  Independence  Day.  Events 
may  include  a  beach  volleyball  tourna- 
ment, watermelon  or  pie  eating  con- 
tests, canoe  or  sack  races  and  horse- 
shoe pitching.  The  gazebo  area  at  the 
lake  is  a  center  of  activity. 

County  Fair:  August  18-20,  2000,  is 
the  date  for  the  Fallon  County  Fair. 


gakelaris*  «jQtcben 


Ph:  (406)  778-2202 
Baker,  MT  59313 


Best  Food  You've  Ever 

Sunk  Your  Choppers  Into! 

Chris  &  Shirley  Sakelaris 

Wk.  Days  5:30  am  -  8  pm 

Sun.  6  am  -  3  pm 


RUSSELL'S 
1^  CLOTHING 

12  West  Montana  Ave. 
Baker,  Montana  59313 

(406)  778-2427 

Montana  Silver  &  Gold 

Baker's  Finest  Clothing  Store 

Serving  the  Area  since  1916  with 

Name  Brand  Merchandise 

Matt  and  Margaret  Helfrich 


FFA  and  4-H  with  open  class  exhibits 
and  competitions  add  to  a  carnival 
atmosphere.  Professional  rodeo  and 
local  ranch  rodeo  events  are  coupled 
with  big  entertainment  night  show 
events.  Sample  the  great  food  fare  at 
the  fair. 
Summer  Events 

Golf  Tournaments:  Lakeview 
Country  Club  welcomes  traveling 
golfers.  See  page  6  in  this  guide  for 
course  details.  You  may  want  to  enter 
a  tournament! 

Shakespeare  Visits  Here:  A 
Montana  touring  company  brings 
Shakespeare  performances  to  Baker. 
2000  Events  in  Baker 

Other  public  events  that  may  pique 
your  interest  as  you  travel  include  a 
Health  Fair  in  the  spring,  the  annual 
Gigantic  Treasure  Fest  (an  indoor 
garage  sale)  in  March,  and  talent 
shows  in  summer  or  fall.  Fall  events 
include  an  Appreciation  Day  Feed  and 
a  Calcutta.  Winter  is  brightened  by  a 
Craft  Bazaar,  Christmas  Stroll,  Santa 
Day,  the  Jaycee  Dinner  for  Senior 
Citizens,  and  a  Community  Concert. 


The  Cedar  Rose 

"SMitheaM.  Montana' A  9*Jiemiex 
atonal,  gift,  S.  eiathin^  SioKc" 

108  South  Main,  Baker,  MT  59313 
(406)  778-2668  •  (800)  647-2874 

**1^4ui  uum't  Brieve  ua, 

until  tfou  6£e.  uaJ' 


mm 


VISA 
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WeCemn£^  to^Bok/t,  Montoiut 


Recreational 
Complex 


Olympic-size 

Swimming 

Pool, 

Three  Racquetbal 

Courts  and  Weigh 

Lifting  RoSffT^ 


To  ,1,,^ 
29Wman 


Baker  High  School  /  Rec.  Center 
O'Fallon  Historical  Museum 
Fallon  Medical  Complex 
Triangle  Park 
Football  Field 
Horseshoe  Pits 
Highway  7  &  Main  Street 


Y»tt 
Vifltt 

Ciiiiiiiiiijiitiy« 
YwiA 


8  Ice  Skating 


To  Ekalaka 
and  Medicine 
Rocks  State  Park 


Baker  Chamber  of  Commerce 
P.O.  Box  849 
Baker,  MT  59313 
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A  giant  duckbill,  Hadrosaur,  dinosaur  rules  the  museum 
on  Ekalaka's  Main  Street.  Carter  County  Museum  Photo 


Steeped  in  rich  heritage,  proudly  preserved  by  area  residents. 


Ekalaka  is  a  small 
western  town 
nestled  in  the 
Russell  Creek 
Valley  of  pic- 
turesque Carter  County. 

Ekalaka  is  named  in  honor  of 
Ijkalaka,  daughter  of  Eagle  Man,  an 
Ogalala  Sioux  and  the  wife  of  David 
H.  Russell,  the  first  white  settler  in  the 
valley. 

Ekalaka  is  the  county  seat  of  Carter 
County,  population  450.  Though 
small,  the  community  meets  the  needs 
of  the  traveler  with  two  motels,  sever- 
al restaurants,  a  grocery  store,  service 
station,  and  a  collection  of  main  street 
businesses. 

Noted  for  its  wide  open  spaces, 
beautiful  blue  skies,  and  tranquil 
scenery  of  open  prairies  spreading 
upward  to  stately  forests,  Ekalaka's 
setting  is  a  living  painting. 
There's  lots  of  room,  lots  of  time,  not 


a  bad  table  in  town,  and  lots  of  space. 
Entertairunent  comes  in  measures  of 
peace  and  quiet. 
Broncs,  Quilts  and  Birds 

The  Carter  County  "Days  of  '85" 
(1885)  Fair  and  Rodeo  each  August  is 
highlighted  by  horse  shows,  rodeos, 
fair  exhibits  and  a  Sunday  parade. 
Saturday  evening  spotUghts  an  old 
fashioned  street  dance  with  various 
live  bands. 

The  annual  Carter  County  Quilt 
Show,  sponsored  by  the  Carter  County 
Museum  and  held  during  the  "Days  of 
'85,"  features  both  handmade  and 
machine  made  quilts  from  around  the 
tri-state  area. 

The  Meadowlark  Club  of  Ekalaka 
celebrates  the  arrival  of  the  state  bird, 
the  mountain  meadowlark,  with 
spring  activities.  In  the  fall,  there  is  a 
farewell  to  the  meadowlark  event, 
marking  the  yellow-breasted  song- 
ster's departure  for  the  winter. 


Keep  Yer  Powder  Dry 

The  annual  Medicine  Rocks  Black 
Powder  Rifle  Shoot,  held  in  early 
September,  is  a  trip  back  in  history. 
Black  powder  enthusiasts  gather  in 
period  dress  of  the  1840s-90s,  to  com- 
pete for  prizes  in  both  the  novice  and 
master  categories  with  muzzle-loader 
and  lever  action  rifles  of  the  pioneer 
period. 
Kids  vs.  Broncs 

The  annual  Youth  Rodeo  in  July 
draws  over  200  young  rodeo  contes- 
tants from  five  states.  The  event  is 
sponsored  by  Ekalaka  American 
Legion  Post  #60. 
Essential  Services 

Fly  In:  The  airport,  located  just  east 
of  Ekalaka,  offers  aerial  travelers  a 
3,500  ft.  lighted,  paved  runway,  tie 
downs  and  hangars. 

Medical:  The  Dahl  Memorial 
Medical  Facility  (Clinic,  Hospital, 
Pharmacy,  and  Nursing  Home  pro- 
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vides  medical  and  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices to  residents  and  guests  to  the 
community. 
Camp  Needmore 

Camp  Needmore,  located  seven 
miles  south  of  Ekalaka  on  National 
Forest  land,  offers  summer  facilities 
for  family  reunions,  receptions  and 
camping.  Winter  recreation  includes 
snowmobiling  and  cross  country  ski- 
ing opportunities. 
Heading  West 

Hammond,  Boyes:  From  Alzada  on 
U.S.  Highway  212,  a  traveler  can  reach 
the  communities  of  Hammond  and 
Boyes. 


Livestock  and  Wildlife 

Though  sheep  and  cattle  production 
are  the  primary  industries  of  Carter 
County,  the  area  produces  mule  deer, 
whitetail  deer,  pronghorn  antelope, 
grouse,  sage  hens,  pheasants,  trout, 
bass  and  bluegill.  Wildlife  abundance 
in  Carter  County  has  long  enticed 
sportsmen  to  the  southeastern  corner 
of  the  state. 
2000  in  Carter  County 
Fireworks  Display  at  Belltower; 

15  miles  south  of  Ekalaka July  4 

Youth  Rodeo July  29 

Days  of  '85  Fair,  Rodeo,  and 

Parade August  10-13 


Carter  County  Quilt  Show 11-13 

Medicine  Rocks  Black  Powder 

Shoot Sept.  9-10 

Wildlife  Habitat 

Custer  National  Forest:  Chalk 
Buttes,  Long  Pines,  and  Ekalaka  Hills 
near  Ekalaka,  are  Custer  National 
Forest  lands  that  provide  excellent 
hunting.  The  Long  Pines  is  noted  for 
the  Capital  Rock  National  Natural 
Landmark.  This  area  also  is  known  for 
having  a  very  high  density  of  nesting 
raptors.  For  information  about  this 
section  of  Custer  National  Forest  call 
the  Billings  administrative  office  (406) 
657-6200. 


Hem, 


Wide  Openl 


f 


Ismay 
From  Range  Land  to  Gridiron:  In 

May  of  1993,  the  town  of  Ismay,  MT 
was  contacted  by  a  radio  stahon  in 
Kansas  City,  MO.  The  station  had  a 
special  request  for  the  town  to  consid- 
er —  changing  the  name  of  the  town 
to  Joe,  Montana  for  the  duration  of  the 
football  season. 

The  radio  station  promoters  felt  that 
this  was  a  great  way  to  honor  their 
newly  signed  Kansas  City  Chiefs  quar- 
terback, Joe  Montana,  the  man. 

Ismay,  population  22,  agreed. 

On  July  3,  1993,  it  was  official. 

Ismay  was  Joe. 

In  celebration,  the  town  orga- 
nized a  ranch  rodeo,  a  parade, 
and  a  night  show  for  July  3.  They 
drew  over  2,000  spectators.  They 
hoped  to  raise  a  couple  thousand 
dollars  to  cover  the  annual  oper- 
ating costs  of  the  volunteer  fire 
department. 

The  mayor,  who  earns  $4  a 
month  for  his  mayoral  duties, 
proudly  reported  that  by 
February  of  1994,  the  town  had 
netted  nearly  $70,000. 

Ismay  will  hold  Joe  Montana 
(or  Joe,  Montana)  Days  again  in 
2000.  Officials  have  selected  July 
1-2  as  the  celebration  dates.  Live 
performances  will  be  provided  on 
Saturday  by  the  Little  Missouri 
Band  and  on  Sunday  by  The 
Ringling  5.  A  3-on-3  basketball 
tournament,  beef  roast,  beer  gar- 


den, dance,  kids'  games,  all-communi- 
ty reunion  and  fireworks  are  the  high- 
lights. 

Everyone's  welcome,  says  the 
mayor,  but  he  advises  that  lodging 
reservations  should  be  made  in  Miles 
City  or  Baker.  Joe  has  no  hotels,  but 
pitched  camps  are  accommodated. 

Plevna 

Small  towns  on  the  prairie  have  long 
been  one  of  Montana's  greatest  crops. 
Plevna,  13  miles  west  of  Baker  on 
Hwy.  12,  is  a  perfect  example  to  visit. 


It  has  one  cafe /bar,  one  coffee  and 
sandwich  shop,  a  post  office,  and  a 
shaded  park  with  tables  and  play- 
ground equipment.  An  active  senior 
citizens  center  welcomes  guests,  and 
the  Fire  Hall  is  the  location  of  an 
annual  October  sausage  supper,  which 
welcomes  people  from  miles  aroiind. 
Dead  Man's  Butte,  five  miles  north 
of  Plevna,  marks  the  spot  where  a 
stage  line  driver  known  as  Fritz  lost 
his  life.  The  stage  line  connected  Fort 
Lincoln,  near  Bismarck,  ND,  with  Fort 
Keogh  near  Miles  City. 


DEARIS   RANCH 
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Gloria  Wester  Photo 
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Now,  You're  in  Montana 

Broadus,  Montana,  ''Gateway  and  Crossroads"  of 
Southeastern  Montana  is  located  just  west  of  the  famous 


Powder 
River,  which 
was  heard  of  world-wide 
from  the  American  sol- 
diers' yell  of  "Powder 
River,  Let  'er  buck."  The 
Powder  River  has  been 
described  as  "a  mile  wide 
and  an  inch  deep,  too  wet 
to  plow  and  too  thick  to 
drink." 

Tour  These  Collections 

Historical  Museum:  The  Powder 
River  Historical  Museum  in  Broadus  is 
an  attraction  that  will  interest  the 
whole  family,  as  well  as  liistory  buffs. 
Of  special  interest  is  the  buggy  used 
by  Colonel  Biddle  at  least  100  years 
ago  and  designed  to  ford  the  deeper 
streams  in  the  area.  Among  other 
things,  you'll  see  antique  cars  and  a 
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wonderful  collection  of  pioneer  pic- 
tures. Housed  behind  the  museum 
itself  is  the  original  county  jail,  remi- 
niscent of  outlaws  and  rustlers.  The 
jail  was  used  for  60  years  before  being 
replaced.  There  is  no  charge  for  enjoy- 
ing this  view  of  the  past. 

Mac's  Museum:  The  Historical 
Museum  also  houses  a  fine  collection 
of  sea  shells,  minerals  and  Indian  arti- 
facts. This  private  collection,  known  as 
Mac's  Museum,  was  put  together  by 
local  pioneer,  Mac  McCurdy.  Visitors 
remark  that  the  shell  collection  is  sec- 
ond to  none.  The  arrowhead  collection 
contains  specimens  from  all  states. 
You'll  have  fun  finding  one  from  your 
state! 

Wildlife  Museum:  Powder  River 
Taxidermy  &  Co.  features  a  large 
unique  collection  of  wildlife  mounts. 
Taxidermy  work  is  done  on  location 
and  may  be  observed  in  progress. 

Business  District:  Businesses  offer 


Montana  handcrafted  gifts,  antiques, 
western  clothing  and  tack,  groceries 
and  hardware.  Services  include  an 
ATM,  veterinary  clinic,  airport,  and 
emergency  medical  care. 
Recreation,  Soft  or  Tough 

Golf:  Broadus  challenges  golfers  to 
enjoy  the  9-hole  grass  greens  golf 
course.  It  offers  a  putting  green,  dri- 
ving range,  rental  carts  and  clubs.  Or 
just  view  the  course  from  the  club- 
house. For  tee  hmes  call 
(406)  436-9984. 

Park:  Take  time  to  stretch  your  legs 
and  let  the  kids  run.  The  city  park  on 
the  edge  of  town  has  shade,  picnic 
tables,  playground  equipment,  and 
lighted  tennis  courts.  A  huge  divided 
gazebo  provides  weather  protection 
for  picnics.  The  town  has  a  swimming 
pool,  bowling  alley  and  camping  facil- 
ities complete  with  RV  dump. 

Photo  above:  Broadus'  Wildlife  Museum. 
John  Brewer  Photo 


to 


Cattle  Drive:  You'll  be  able 
to  say,  "I  did  it  all!"  when  you 
join  the  Powder  River  Wagon 
Train  and  Cattle  Drive, 
August  6-11,  2000.  You  will 
have  a  horse  of  your  own  to 
ride  and  care  for,  or  you  can 
join  the  train  by  claiming  a 
seat  on  a  wagon.  You  can 
stand  beside  seasoned  cow- 
boys and  cowgirls  and  lend  a 
hand  pitching  camp,  bedding 
down  the  herd  for  the  night, 
and  getting  the  wagons  rolling 
in  the  morning. 

You'll  learn  to  trail  cattle  on  a  real- 
life  cattle  drive  experience.  You'll 

work  up  an  appetite 


"•mnit^^j^^ 


w- 


Wagons  ho!  for  cattle  drive.  Delia  Greslin  Photo 


Airplane  Rock 


for  cowboy  coffee,  eggs  and  hotcakes 
at  the  chuck  wagon.  And  nothing 
beats  the  thick  steaks,  baked  beans  and 
hot  biscuits  served  up  in  the  wide 

open  spaces.  Evening  campfires 
are  for 
singing, 
spinning 
yams,  and 
making 
friends. 
Ranch  vaca- 
tions are 
offered  as 
custom  pack- 
ages May 
through 
September. 
Call  these  area 
code  (406) 
phone  num- 
bers to  set  up 


-H^ghway  212.  Donna  De,p  Photo 


your  dates:  436-2404,  436-2350, 1-800- 
492-8835,  1-800-982-0710  or  fax  (406) 
436-2388. 

Horses  for  Sale:  The  Powder  River 
Quarter  Horse  Breeders  Association 
will  hold  a  horse  sale,  halter  futurity 
and  superhorse  competition  Sept.  2-3, 
2000.  Saturday's  feature  is  the  senior 
quarter  horse  versatility  competition 
and  two-year-old  performance  futurity 
at  10  a.m.  at  the  multi-purpose  bam. 
The  yearling  halter  futurity  with  a 
$10,000  added  purse  for  competitors, 
followed  by  the  performance  horse 
preview  begins  at  9  a.m.  Sunday.  The 
sale  starts  at  1  p.m.  Call  (406)  436-2335. 

2000  Events  in  Broadus 

June:  Powder  River  Buffalo  Shoot  ..3-4 

Little  Levi  Rodeo  (to  age  12) 24 

July:  Parade,  Freedom  Run,  Rodeo.... 4 
Broadus  Team  Roping 28-30 


Broadus  is  a 

perfect  stop 

between  the 

Little  Bighorn 

Battlefield 

and  Mount 

Rushmore 


To  Billings  & 
Yellowstone  Park 
Hardin 


Little  Bigt)om 
Battlefield 
National 
Monument 


To  Miles  City 
&  Canada 


Rosebud 
Battlefield 


SOUTH 
DAKOTA 


Highway  212 

Mt.  Rushmore  to  the 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 


Alzada  and  Broadus 
are  the  Highway  212 
gateways  to  Montana 


Belle  Fourche 


Mount 
Bust\more    /^{ 
National 
Monument ' 
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Todd  Harris  Memorial  Softball 

Tournament 29-30 

Aug.:  Broadus  Crazy  Days 5 

Premier  Cattle  Drive 6-11 

Timed  Event  Challenge  Rodeo 10 

Powder  River  County  Fair 10-12 

Matched  Bronc  &  Bull  Ride 11 

3-D  Archery  Shoot 13 

Sept.:  Performance  Futurity 2-3 

Yearling  Futurity  &  Horse  Sale 2 

Quarter  Horse  Show  &  Sale 3 

Quilt  Show 16 

Dec:  Christmas  Stroll 4 

All  Summer 

Roping,  Barrel  Racing  every 
Tuesday  and  Friday  at  Broadus 
Fairgrounds.  Visitors  invited.  Free. 

Softball,  golf,  baseball.  Camping 
spots  are  available  in  Broadus,  too. 

The  5-Mile  Archery  Club  3-D  Shoots 
are  held  monthly,  call  406-436-2947. 

Reynolds  Battlefield 

Reynolds  Battlefield  NaHonal 
Monument,  where  Col.  Joseph 


ALDERMAN  OIL  CO. 


Sunrise  bowhunt. 
powder  River  outfitters  Photo 


Reynolds  attacked  an  Indian  camp  of 
Oglalas,  Miniconjous  and  Cheyennes 
at  an  Indian  camp  on  the  Powder 
River,  is  35  miles  south  of  Broadus. 
The  Indians  counter-attacked,  making 
Reynolds  fall  back  and  Gen.  George 
Crook  return  to  Fort  Fetterman.  The 
Reynolds  Fight  signified  to  the  Indians 
that  the  U.S.  government  was  serious 
about  moving  them  to  reservations. 

Powderville 

Powderville,  north  of  Broadus,  was 
originally  known  as  Elkhom  Crossing 
of  the  old  Deadwood  Stage.  Still  visi- 
ble is  the  route  the  wagons  took  in 
fording  the  river  here. 

A  point  of  interest  maintained  by 
the  Powder  River  County  Historical 
Society  is  Boot  Hill  Cemetery,  west  of 
the  present  Powderville  Post  Office, 
which  was  established  in  1872. 

Alzada 

Alzada,  settled  in  the  late  1870s  by 
pioneers  who  wanted  to  raise  cattle. 


CONOCO 

Gasoline  •  Diesel  Fuel  •  Propane 

Bulk  Delivery  Service 

Convenience  Store 

Pop  •  Ice  •  Free  Maps 

Books  •  Magazines 

♦ 

Open  7  Days  A  Week 

6:30  A.M.-10  P.M. 

(406)  436-2898 

Hwy212 
South  End  of  Broadus,  Montana 


B&J's 

Convenience 

Store 

Located  on  Highway  212,  Alzada,  Montana 

Last  stop  enroute  to 
Devils  Tower,  Wyoming 


Gas  •  Diesel 
•  Groceries 
•  Souvenirs 


'  Hot  Food 
•  Snacks 
Showers 


Phone:  (406)  828-4400 
Fax:  (406)  828-4530 


Yesterday's  Things/ 
Fabric  to  Fashion 

ANTIQUES 

>-  Second  Hand  &  Collectibles 

5^  Fabric 
''Home  Town  Quilting  Store" 

221  South  Park 

P.O.  Box  658 

Broadus,  MT  59317 

(406)  436-2899 


For  more  information. 
Call  the  professionals: 
Traq^  Fruit:  (406)  436-2350 
Jeanne  Portwine:  (406)  436-2404 

1-800-492-8835  •  1-800-982-0710 
Fax  (406)  436-2388 

^  Premiere  Drive    ^ 
August  6-11,  2000 


Seeking  A  Western  Adventure? 

*  Gentle  Horses  if  Top  Quality  Wranglers    ,     ,  ^ , 
*  Restored  Wagons  if  Scenic  Views        ■  vr\ 

*  Authentic  Rope  Corrals 

*  Cowboy  Teepee  Tents 

*  Nightly  Cowboy  Entertainnnent 

*  Dancing  to  Western  Music  ^  Campfires 
*  Excellent  Meals  -k  Gather  &  Brand  Cattle 

*  Showers  &  Restroom  Facilities 
*  Learn  To  Rope  -k  Trail  Cattle 

Powder  River  Wagon  Train, 
Cattle  Drive  And 
Ranch  Vacations 

"We  Are  the  Cadillac  of  Cattle  Drives" 

Email:  prwt@powderrivercattledrive.com 
website:  www.powderrivercattledrive.com 
P.O.  Box  676  •  Broadus,  MT  59317 

photos  by  Lana  K.  Smith,  Big  Sky  Photography 


Ranch  Vacations 

Custom  Packages  Available 
May  -  September 

No  Group  is  Too  Big  or  Too 
Small 

•  Call  to  Arrange  Dates 
for  Your  Group 
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"Free"  Wildlife  Museum 

located  at  Powder  River  Taxidermy 

•  Country  Craft  Mall 


•  Mounts  8  Horns  for  Sale 
<t  Montana  Souverws 

•  FuilSeiviceFlonst 

•  Hunftig,  Fishing  Supplies 

•  LooyiArttvofk 
(406)  436-2538 


•Over  1 15  North  Amencan 

Specimens  on  Display 
•  Ftsh  &  Game  License  Agent 

OPEN  9-5 

Extended 


Hwy  212,  Broadus.  MT  59317     Summer  8  Fall  Hoorg 


MJ  Designs 

Computerized 
Embroidery 

Jackets  •  Shirts  •  Caps 

Hwy  212  in  Broadus 

Marlene  McPherson 


Your  Design  or  Mine ' 


(406)  436-2797 


Pronghom  antelope  abound  near  Broadus.  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Photo 


is  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Missouri 
River  in  the  southeastern  comer  of 
Montana. 

A  telegraph  line  linked  a  saloon  and 
a  small  general  store  established  in 
1877  to  the  distant  world.  The  town 
was  originally  named  Stoneville  for 
the  1880  postmaster,  Lewis  Stone.  In 
1885  the  name  was  changed  to  Alzada. 
It  was  a  stage  stop  between 
Deadwood,  SD  and  Miles  City,  MT. 

In  Alzada's  early  days,  the  cattle 
rustler  and  the  horse  thief  operated  at 


will,  much  to  the  hardship  and 
expense  of  the  ranchers.  The  most 
notorious  and  boldest  were  the  Exelby 
Gang.  Beginning  their  "operations"  in 
1877,  the  gang  rustled  for  several 
years.  Eventually,  a  series  of  events 
including  rustling,  arrests,  an  attempt- 
ed rescue,  and  exchanges  of  gunfire 
culminated  in  the  "1884  Shootout  at 
Stoneville"  and  the  breakup  of  the 
Exelby  Gang. 

The  Alzada  Kids  Rodeo  is  the  last 
Friday  of  May,  in  2000  —  May  26. 


10  POINT  TAXIDERMY 

A  quality,  full-sen'ice  taxidermy  studio. 

121  E.  Wilson  -  Box  288 
Broadus,  MT  59317 
(406)436-2150 

Rich  Biesheuvel, 

Professional  Taxidermist 


POWDER  RIVER  TIRE  &  LUBE 

AAA  Wrecker  Service 

•  U  Haul  •  WrNDSHiELD  Replacement  &  Repair 

•  Automatic  Transmission  flush  System  •  Brake  Drum  & 

Rotor  Turning  •  Automobile  Repairs  •  Road  Service 

•  Oil  Chancer  &  Lube  •  Fuu-  Tire  Service 

202  S.  Park  •  Broadus,  MT  59317 
Bus:  (406)  436-2378  •  Res:  (406)  436-2232 


O^ 


TOMII  IN     . 


Visit  the  FOWPER  WYER  COUNTY  MUSEUM 
featuring  antique  cars,  tiie  originai  county  jail,  and 
MAO  S  W  collection  of  sea  sliells,  minerals 

and  Indian  artifacts. 

Enjoy  wildlife  watcliing,  bird  watcliing,  movies  in 
the  historic  theater  golf  courses  and  Custer 
National  Forest 

Nearby:  City  park,  playground  $-  swimming  pool. 


Broadus  information  and  Reservations:  www.broadusmontana.com 


Broadus  Motels 

Center  of  Town  on  U.S.  212 
•  D.D.  Phones  &  Voice  Mail 
•  Yahoozie  Jacuzzi  Suite 
•  Air  Conditioning 
•  Low  Prices 

•  Cowboy  Cabins 
•  Kitchenettes 
•  Cable  TV 

Phone:  (406)  436-2626 
E-Mail:  www.broadusmontana.coin 


"Best  steak  in  the  country!" 

-Don  Brown,  Walking  USA 

"Kotos!  wonderful  food 

-5  star  in  any  city" 

-customer  from  Kotka,  Finland 
[      Chfc    «*£ 

!»   436-2002 


Look  for  the  white  picket  fence! 
E-Mail:  www.broadusmontana.com 


White  Buffalo 
Campground 

Under  Wolf  Mountain 

Full  RV  Hook-ups 

Tipis  •  Tents 

Sheepwagorr 
J^uzzl  •  Showers 
J'     Laundry 
^  -  Low  Prices  " 

E-Mail:  www.broadusmontana.com 
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Glendive  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  &  Agriculture 

Invites  You  To  Visit  Glendive  . . .  Where  The  Best  Begins 

*  M akoshika  State  Park  *  Paddleflshing  May  15  -  June  30 

*  Historic  Bell  Street  Bridge 
*  Heartland  of  Montana  Moss  Agate  Territory 

*  Frontier  Gateway  Museum  *  The  Gallery  (Art  Displays) 

*  Swimming  &  Tennis  *  9  Hole  Golf  Course 

*  Fine  Dining  &  Fast  Foods  *  Full  Service  Accommodations 

*  Hollecker  Lake  *  Life-sized  Triceratops  *  Miniature  Golf 

*  Much,  Much  More! 

Your  Visitor  Center  is  the 
i^  Glendive  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  i^ 

313  S.  Merrill 
Glendive,  MT  59330  •  (406)  365-5601  (phone) 
(406)  365-5602  (fax) 
www.mldrivers.com/~chamber 


Bell  Street  Bridge 


St(»p  dttkiE.  Cliambe;i  Olid 

A££cu/e  a  FREE  Afiot 

Mofitofui  Ulttu  Aqoin. 


Glendive 


Makoshika  State  Park 


Paddlefish  Capital 


Luncheon  Buffet 

Monday  thru  Friday 
11:30  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m. 


Sunday 
Omelette  Buffet 

8:00  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m. 


^/ie  Jordan  Inn 

"Tfie  Meeting 9[ace ..." 

For  a  quick  cup  of  coffee  in  our  Coffee  Shop 

or  fine  dining  in  The  Blue  Room... 

Daily  Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner  Specials 


ZTT-       j 

Ha.^.. 

'^ 

•  j    r 

hp-j^^  3^ 

mm 

^m. 

Wfesiern 


EASTERN  MONTANA'S  FINEST 
it:-  Beautiful  Indoor  Pool, 

Sauna  &  Courtyard 
-^  Recently  Remodeled  Rooms 
-■^  Large  Parking  Lot 
-^  Electric  Hook-ups 
-J^  Banquet  Facilities  to  300 
*  Remote  Cable  TV 
-^  Suites 

This  Is 
The  Place 

•  The  Range  Lounge 

•  Casino 

"!Meet  you  at  tHe  Jordan" 
(Since  1901!) 

Best  Western 


Toll  Free  1-888-GLENDIVE 

1-406-377-5555 

223  N.  Merrill,  Glendive,  MT  59330 
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Glendive 


Centered 
between  Fargo, 
ND,  and 
Yellowstone 
National  Park, 
Glendive,  along  with  the  rest  of 
Dawson  County,  offers  a  wealth  of 
history,  including  dinosaur  digs. 
Historic  District  tours,  and  the  Frontier 
Gateway  Museum. 

'Where  the  Best  Begins' 

Get  ready  to  feel  western  at  the  pro- 
fessional rodeo  action  at  the  Dawson 
County  Fair  each  August  and  Dawson 
College  Rodeo  in  late  September. 

Himters  return  to  Eastern  Montana 
year  after  year  to  take  advantage  of 
herds  of  deer  and  antelope  and  excel- 
lent game  birds.  Fishermen  and 
women  flock  to  snag  the  unbelievable 
prehistoric  paddlefish  and  to  hook 
their  share  of  walleye,  catfish,  sauger, 
northern  pike,  ling,  sturgeon  and  the 
occasional  trout,  not  to  mention  the 
rough  fish  —  mainly  the  goldeye, 
carp,  chub  and  bullheads. 

Glendive  also  offers  opportunities 
for  golfing,  swimming,  agate  and  fos- 
sil hunting,  boating,  hiking,  biking  and 


Makosht 


camping. 

Superhost 

Invitation 

A  sign  lead- 
ing into 
Glendive 
boasts  the 
town's  status 
as  a 

"Superhost" 
community. 
The  people 
of  the  area 
make  sure  it 
lives  up  to 

The*«e„d-  '"'-""''  ""^  <*ove,  ,„,  v,.,„  ce„.e„  D^Z 

ly  citizens  extend  a  warm  wel- 
come and  are  more  than  willing  to 
point  out  all  the  following  attractions: 

Makoshika  State  Park:  Montana's 
largest  state  park  offers  a  step  back 
into  a  time  of  dinosaurs.  The  park  is 
located  on  the  outskirts  of  Glendive 
and  encompasses  over  8,000  acres.  An 
interactive  visitor  center  has  a  tricer- 
atops  dinosaur  skeleton  head  and  frill, 
which  was  found  in  the  area.  Recently, 
other  full  fossilized  skeletons  have 
been  excavated  and  sent  to  the 


Sexton  Photos 
Museum  of  the 

Rockies  in  Bozeman,  Montana  for 
study  and  display.  The  soft  rock  strata 
of  the  area  has  been  carved  by  time 
into  the  wondrous  and  rugged  forma- 
tions of  the  badlands. 

The  name  is  Sioux  and  means  bad 
earth  or  bad  lands.  Makoshika  is  a 
special  place  where  the  evolution  of 
planet  earth  and  its  plant  and  animal 
life  —  for  nearly  80  million  years  — 
can  be  read.  Among  the  carved  rock 
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Greg's 


GREAT  FOOD  •  POKER  •  KENO 

1 101  West  Towne  •  Glendive,  Montana 

(406)  365-6120 


DOC  &  EDDYS 

4  Full  Steak  House 

♦  Full  Casino 

♦Poker  &  Keno 

V  Free  Cash  &  Prizes  Daily 

West  Plaza  Shopping  Center 
Glendive,  Montana   •  (406)  365-6782 


Glendive  RV  Park  &  Campground 

•  Showers  /  Laundry  /  50  Amp  Services 

/  Pull  Thkoughs  /  Full  Hookups  •  Supplies  /  Cable  TV 

/  SwannNc  Pool 

Self-contained  Cabins  with  Cable  TV  S  Alr-condHionlng 

RV's  •  Tents  •  Teepees 

Open  March  -  October 

Near  Museum  and  Restaurants 
(406)  377-6721  •  Exit  21S  •  Glendive.  HT  59330 


DAYS  INN 


^••••k         •  King  &  Queen  Beds 
r         1        •  Continental  Breakfast 

•  Remote  TV  with  Cable 

•  Free  HBO 

2000  N.  Merrill  Ave.  •  1-94  Exit  215 

Glendive,  Montana  59330 
(406)  365-6011  •  Fax:  (406)  365-2876 
Toll  Free  Reservations:  1-800-329-7466 


BUDGET  MOTEL 

1-94  Exit  215,  South 

1610  N.  Merrill  Ave.  •  Glendive,  MT  59330 

www.momandpopmotels.com 

All  ground  level  rooms  •  Neat  and  Clean 

Cable  TV  •  Kitchenettes  Available 

(406)  377-8334     Roy  &  Cynthia  Westlind 


Green  Valley  Campground 
Open  Year  Round 

•  Pull  Through  Sites  •  50  Amp 

Quality  Camping  *All  Services 

•  7>iout  Fishing  'Shade  Trees 

»  Teepee  Rentals  •  Playground 

•  Large  Sites 

Near  by:  24  hr.  Cafe  &  Gas  Station,  K-Mart. 

McDonalds,  &  Casinos 
Exit  213  off  1-94  and  MT-16;  Then  1/2  mile  North 


Marvin  &  Betty  Tweet 

Owners 
(406)  365-4156 

Box  1396 
Glendive,  MT  59330 


j^^?]  9 


Historic  Bell  Street  Bridge.  Travel  Montana  Photo  by  Donnie  Sexton 


formations  are  the  fossilized  remains 
of  plants  and  animals  from  the  age  of 
reptiles.  Visible  here  is  evidence  of  the 
first  mammals,  the  great  ice  age,  prim- 
itive tribes,  and  Indian  culture. 

Makoshika  offers  10  developed  pic- 
nic sites  with  tables  and  grills  and 
beautiful  views.  A  $4  per  day  use  fee 
is  charged. 

Frontier  Gateway  Museum:  Step 
through  the  doors  and  take  a  giant 
step  back  in  Hme.  Wander  among 
dinosaur  fossils,  Indian  artifacts,  farm 
machinery  and  blacksmith  tools.  One 
of  the  most  popular  exhibits  is  "Merrill 
West,"  which  is  a  walkway  through  a 
replica  of  the  businesses  which  lined 
Glendive' s  business  district  in  the  late 
1800s.  A  restored  sheep  wagon,  a  rural 
school  house,  a  log  cabin,  a  windmill 
pump,  a  smithy  shop  and  a  restored 
1916  fire  truck  are  displayed. 

Historic  Bell  Street  Bridge:  Built 
first  in  1894,  destroyed  by  an  1899  ice 
jam,  and  rebuilt  1924-26,  the  Bell  Street 
Bridge  is  one  of  the  longest  of  its  kind 
in  Montana.  It  has  been  preserved  for 
its  engineering  accomplishment  and 
significant  role  in  the  commercial 
development  of  the  area.  An  annual 
September  celebration  commemorates 
the  local  landmark. 

Work  is  in  progress  to  return  it  to  its 
original  glory.  New  glowing  street 
lamps  guide  visitors  along  its  path, 
now  a  pedestrian  walkway. 

Walking  Tour:  A  self-guided  walk- 
ing tour  of  Glendive's  Downtown 
Historic  District  leads  past  many 


buildings  listed  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places.  Guide 
brochures  are  available  at  Glendive 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  313  S.  Merrill, 
located  in  the  new  community  center 
in  the  heart  of  downtown  Glendive. 

Lewis  and  Clark  Trail:  In  1804,  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  began 
from  St.  Louis,  heading  up  the 
Missouri  River  and  continuing  on  to 
the  west  coast.  Captain  William  Clark 
and  party  stopped  at  various  points 
along  the  Yellowstone  River  to  camp, 
make  canoes  and  record  their  historic 
journey.  The  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
markers  point  out  the  route. 

The  Gallery:  Works  of  artists  from 
Glendive  and  other  parts  of  eastern 
Montana  are  on  exhibit  at  the  new 
gallery  located  in  the  West  Plaza  shop- 
ping mall  in  West  Glendive.  Free. 
Learn  All  About  It 

From  kinder  to  elder  ages,  people 
learn  through  enjoyable  experiences 
and  insHtutions  in  Glendive. 

Glendive  Visitors  Guide:  The  local 
newspaper  publishes  an  annual  guide 
to  the  area.  It  is  available  at  visitor 
information  locations  in  Glendive. 

Historic  Books:  "Our  Times,  Our 
Lives,"  published  by  the  Tree 
Branches  Genealogy  Club  of  Glendive, 
has  a  history  of  Dawson  County  fami- 
lies and  communities.  The  book  con- 
tains more  than  1,000  pages,  including 
a  list  of  births,  marriages,  homestead 
filings,  and  personal  stories  of  over 
1,200  area  families.  It  is  $25  at  the 
chamber. 
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Dawson  Community  College: 

Serving  the  educational  needs  of  east- 
em  Montana,  Dawson  Community 
College  in  Glendive  is  a  comprehen- 
sive two-year  college  offering  educa- 
tion at  all  levels  and  is  a  focal  point  in 
the  community  for  the  arts  and  ser- 
vices. 

Elderhostels:  Thousands  of  senior 
citizens  aU  over  the  world  combine 
travel  with  educational  experiences  by 
participating  in  Elderhostels.  Each 
year  Dawson  Community  College 
sponsors  Elderhostels,  which  feature 
living  in  college  dormitories,  listening 
to  lectures,  and  taking  field  trips,  hikes 
and  going  on  agate  hunting  expedi- 
tions. 

Glendive  Public  Library:  An  exten- 
sive collection  of  Montana  books  and 
authors,  local  histories,  and  local 
newspapers  back  to  1882  is  offered  at 
Glendive's  library  at  200  S.  Kendrick, 
(406)  377-3633. 
Adventures  and  Relaxation 

Dining  and  Entertainment: 
Whether  the  appetite  calls  for  fast 
food,  fine  Italian  cuisine  or  a  beef 
steak,  Glendive  has  it.  Casinos  flourish 
and  offer  poker  and  keno.  Lounges 
offer  dancing  and  pool  tables. 

Shopping:  From  large  chain  stores 
to  locally  owned  tiny  antique  and  gift 
boutiques,  shopping  is  an  adventure. 

Paddlefishing:  Snag  the  prehistoric 
non-skeletal  fish  near  Intake,  17  miles 
north  of  Glendive.  Your  catch,  good  to 
eat,  may  weigh  up  to  100  pounds.  The 
females  have  quality  caviar.  A 
Montana  fishing  license  and  a  special 
tag  are  needed. 

Golf:  The  Cottonwood  Country 
Club  is  a  beautiful  and  challenging 
nine-hole  course.  Take  Sidney 
Highway  #16  North,  then  turn  at 
Highland  Park  Rd.  and  watch  for  golf 
course  signs.  Visitors  are  welcome  and 
are  urged  to  call  (406)  365-8797  for  tee- 
times. 

Agate  Hunts:  Choice  Montana 
agates  are  plentiful,  as  well  as  fossil 
remains  of  prehistoric  creatures  and 
Indian  artifacts.  Montana  moss  agates 
occur  in  creek  bottoms,  gravel  beds, 
cind  along  banks  of  the  Yellowstone 
River  running  through  Glendive.  The 
area  is  renowned  worldwide  for  the 
quality  and  abundance  of  plume  and 
moss  agates  found  on  its  shores. 

The  Best  Western  Jordan  Irm  has  a 
fine  display  of  exquisite  agates.  The 
Chamber  of  Commerce  also  has  a  dis- 
play and  the  names  of  several  local 


agate  dealers  and  retailers.  Guided 
rock  hound  boat  tours  are  available. 

Jaycee  West  Park:  This  easy-access 
park  offers  tennis  courts,  picnic  area, 
basketball,  horseshoes,  restrooms,  and 
an  RV  dump  station.  It  is  a  shady  pic- 
nic area  next  to  the  Yellowstone  River 
on  Towne  Street. 

Lloyd  Square  Park:  In  the  center  of 
the  city,  this  park  is  an  oasis  of  picnic 
grounds,  heated  pool  with  separate 
diving  and  wading  areas,  tennis 
courts,  horseshoes,  basketball, 
restrooms,  and  a  playground  area. 
2000  Events  in  Glendive 
April:  Spring  Fling  2000  Home, 

Garden,  Sports  Expo 14-15 

May:  Quilt  Show 5-6 

ABATE  Motorcycle  Show 13 

City-wide  Garage  Sale 13 

Paddlefish  Season May  15-June  30 

RedwaterRun 27 

June:  Annual  Buzzard  Blast  at 

Makoshika  State  Park 10 

Badlands  Drifters 

Car  Club  Show 23-24 

July:  Independence  Day 

Derby  and  Parade 4 

Aug.:  Dawson  County 

Fair  and  Rodeo 9-13 

Theater  In  the  Park 18-19 

Sept.:  Bell  Street  Bridge  Day 

and  Badlands  Run 17 

Nov.:  Holiday  Light  Parade 24 

Richey 

Richey,  Montana,  north  of  Glendive, 
lies  in  the  center  of  a  productive  area. 
This  is  cattle  and  sheep  country,  with 
wheat,  oats  and  barley  being  the  main 
farm  crops.  A  lively  little  friendly 
town,  Richey  has  a  variety  of  business- 
es to  serve  the  visitor,  a  new  post 
office,  and  a  museum  where  you  can 
check  out  the  history  of  the  area. 

The  Richey  Historical  Museum  has 
over  5,000  articles  of  historic  interest, 
including  a  Model  A  mail  car,  a  black- 
smith shop,  pioneer  kitchen,  school 
and  church  memorabilia,  and  newspa- 
per files  from  1916  to  1948.  Special 
articles  of  clothing  on  display  are  wed- 
ding dresses.  World  War  1  and  II  uni- 
forms, and  coats  made  of  buffalo  hide, 
horsehide,  raccoon  and  muskrat.  There 
are  washboards  and  wheelchairs,  spin- 
ning wheels  and  musical  instruments, 
and  books  containing  pictures  and  sto- 
ries of  local  pioneers,  veterans  and 
churches. 

Events:  Fun  events  in  2000  are  the 
spring  Richey  High  School  Rodeo, 
Family  Day  Vintage  Car  Run,  June  3, 
and  the  Annual  Richey  Rodeo,  July  16. 


"The  Gift  Shop" 

Your  'Made  in  Montana'  Gift 
Headquarters 

'^       223  N.  Merrill  •  Glendive,  MT 
(406)  365-9833 


KINGS  INN 


^  Motel       4  Hot  Tub  &  Pool 

♦  Lounge  Casino      ^  Restaurant 

24  hour  Switchboard 

(406)  365-5636 

I— 94  Exit  215 

1903  North  Merrill  Ave.  •  Glendive,  MT  59330 


Bridger  Bronze  Gallery 

"Making  original  western  &  wildlife  bronze  sculptures  for  25  years ' 

Husband  &  Wife  Sculptors:  Harvey  Rattey  &  Pamela  Hair 

P.O.  Box  1184 

112  W.  Benham 

Glendive,  MT  59330 

(406)  377-8505/800-552-0970 

Home:  (406)  687-3743 
Across  from  the  Jordan  Inn 


BOOK  'N'  BEAR  NOOK 

Great  Gifts  including 
Made  in  Montana 
Featuring:  •  Big  Sky 
Carvers  •  Shirts 
•  Rijline  Metal  Art 
•  Caps  •  Collectibles 
Pottery  •  Books 
•  Bear  Foots  Bears 
Look  for  the  bears  on  the  awning 
104  S.  Merrill  •  Glendive,  MT  59330 
(406)  365-4938 
boobear@  midrivers.com 


^^^  Life's  great  at  Super  8t 

1-94  City  Center  -  Exit  215 


v^SsSv^ 


1904  N.  Merrill 
1-800-800-8000  or  356-5671 

A  COMFORTABLE  ROOM  AT  AN 

AFFORDABLE  PRICE 
Most  National  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

Glendive's  Luxury 
Budget  Inn 

1918  N.  Merrill  Ave.,  1-94  &  Exit  215 
(406)  365-6000  or  1-800-228-5150 

•  Suites  Available  •  Free  Local  Calls 

•  Indoor  Pool  &  Jacuzzi  •  Continental  Breakfast 

•  24  Hour  IDesk  •  25"  Color  Cable  TV  •  Truck  Parking 
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Prehistoric  Gamefish 


Paddlefish  . . . 


Bonny  and  Dick  Milligan  of  Bozenaan,  MT.  Photo  by  Dr.  Mike  Wheeler 


Yellowstone  Intake  Diversion 
Dam,  17  miles  north  of 
Glendive,  MT,  has  become  the 
"Paddlefishing  and  Caviar  Capital." 
From  approximately  May  15  through 
June  30,  paddlefish  run  in  these 
murky,  roily  waters  of  the  Yellowstone 
River.  To  fish,  anglers  need  a  regular 
license  and  a  paddlefish  tag  and  heavy 
duty  tackle— 6/0  to  10/0  treble  hooks, 
40-80#  test  line,  a  heavy  surf  rod  8-12 
ft.,  a  heavy  duty  salt  water  spirming 
reel  or  star-drag  reel,  and  4-6  oz. 
weights.  Despite  their  diet  of  zoo- 
plankton,  which  are  microscopic 
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aquatic  organisms,  adult  paddlefish 
may  weigh  from  40-100  pounds  and 
are  very  good  to  eat.  Tags  are  $2.50  for 
residents  and  $7.50  for  nonresidents, 
maximum  of  two  per  person.  The  limit 
is  one  paddlefish  on  the  Yellowstone 
River,  two  on  the  Missouri  River. 

Fisheries  biologists'  studies  from 
1973-1992  indicate  that  only  five  per- 
cent of  the  total  paddlefish  population 
is  harvested  each  year. 

Paddlefish  roe  is  been  collected  by 
the  Glendive  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Agriculture,  406-365-5601.  The 
caviar  is  processed  in  Glendive  and 
shipped  to  caviar  buyers  where  it 


finds  its  way  to  exclusive  restaurants 
and  cruise  line  diners.  Proceeds  are 
used  for  research  and  improvement  of 
fishing  access  sites  by  FWP.  Other 
profits  have  benefited  historical,  cul- 
tural and  recreational  projects  in  the 
Custer  Country  region. 


Custer  Country  is  rich  in  dinosaur  finds.  Casual  visitors 
and  professional  paleontologists  alike  have  discovered  sig- 
nificant specimens  in  Glendive,  Baker,  Ekalaka,  and 
Hysham. 

During  August  of  1990,  the  Milwaukee  Public  Museum 
conducted  a  surface  study  to  determine  what  caused  the 
demise  of  the  dinosaur  in  the  Hell  Creek  formatton  near 
Makoshika  State  Park  in  Glendive. 

The  Hell  Creek  Formation,  a  vast  rock  layer  that  covers 
parts  of  Montana,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Wyoming 
and  Utah,  is  the  last  rock  layer  in  which  one  can  find 
dinosaur  fossils  in  Montana. 

One  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Museums'  volunteers,  Irv 
Ladish,  was  taking  a  break  and  nearly  sat  on  what  looked 
like,  and  later  proved  to  be,  a  triceratops  dinosaur's  brow 
tine. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Milwaukee  Museum,  the 
skull  was  donated  to  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks.  The  skull  is  on  permanent  display  in 
the  Makoshika  State  Park  Visitor  Center. 

Both  large  and  small  dinosaurs  are  important  characters 
in  the  story  of  earth's  eras.  In  1997,  Makoshika  volunteer 
host  Larry  Boychuk  took  a  historic  hike.  His  valuable  dis- 
covery was  a  rare  Thescelosaurus  (thes-kel-oh-SORE-us)  in 
the  badlands  park. 

The  five-toed  "wonderful  lizard"  appears  to  be  slower- 
moving  than  its  hypsilophodont  relatives,  since  its  thigh 
bones  are  as  long  as  its  shin  bones.  In  the  family  of  medi- 
um-sized dinosaurs,  six  to  16  feet,  that  flourished  from  the 
Middle  Jurassic  to  Late  Cretaceous  period,  Makoshika's 


Thescelosaurus  is  1 1  feet  long. 

The  skeleton  and  its  hard  sandstone  encasement  were  air- 
lifted to  the  Museum  of  the  Rockies  in  Bozeman,  where 
renowned  dinosaur  expet  Jack  Homer  and  his  team  are  in 
the  process  of  releasing  the  bony  fossil  from  its  sandstone 
lair.  The  prepared  skeleton  will  remain  in  Bozeman  for 
ongoing  research.  A  cast  of  the  specimen  will  eventually  be 
displayed  at  Makoshika. 

"We've  long  known  that  Montana's  state  parks  preserve 
priceless  relics  of  the  past.  Yet  the  Makoshika  finds  prove 
that  we  have  yet  to  discover  all  the  treasures  of  the  parks," 
said  park  manager  Chris  Lorentz. 

Sixty-five  million  years  after  an  Edmontosaurus,  a  duck- 
billed dinosaur,  died  in  a  stream  west  of  Hysham,  a  young 
1994  member  of  the  Student  Conservation  Association,  con- 
ducting surveys  for  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
stumbled  onto  its  bones  protruding  from  a  sandstone  for- 
mation. Horner  and  his  crew  were  called  in  again. 

While  excavating  the  dinosaur  bones,  researchers  discov- 
ered the  fossil  remains  of  palm  leaves  embedded  in  the 
same  layer  of  rock  as  the  dinosaur.  This  was  the  first  time 
palms  and  hadrosaurs  had  been  conclusively  proven  to 
coexist  in  this  area. 

Baker  and  Ekalaka  areas  have  also  recorded  important 
dinosaur  finds.  An  anatosaurus  skeleton  and  numerous 
other  fossils  and  bones  are  displayed  at  the  Carter  County 
Museum  in  Ekalaka. 
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The  Prairie  County  Museum  in  Terry.  John  Brewer  Photo 


Prairie  Photographer  Captured  Area  History 


Famous  his- 
toric figures  have 
trod  the 

Yellowstone  River 
banks  of  Terry, 
Montana,  includ- 
ing its  namesake.  General  Alfred  H. 
Terry. 

Captain  William  Clark  and  members 
of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition 
canoed  along  Prairie  County  in  1806 
during  the  return  trip.  Clark  explored 
and  mapped  the  Yellowstone,  which 
native  Americans  called  the  Elk  River. 
Private  George  and  others  from  the 
Custer  Expedition  were  mortally 
wounded  in  the  1876  Battle  of  the 
Little  Bighorn.  The  Far  West  steamboat 
carried  the  wounded.  George  is  buried 
in  a  marked  grave  near  Terry,  as  is 
Scout  Brockmeyer,  who  was  killed 
there  while  trying  to  retrieve  some 


supplies  from  the  Powder  River  Depot 
later  that  summer. 

At  the  mouth  of  Cabin  Creek  is  the 
location  of  the  battle  between  General 
Miles  and  Sitting  Bull  where  2000 
Sioux  surrendered.  Sitting  Bull  and 
400  in  his  party  escaped  to  Canada. 

The  town  is  named  for  General 
Alfred  H.  Terry,  a  United  States 
Cavalry  officer  who  led  a  division  of 
the  Custer  Expedition  in  Montana 
Territory  in  the  1870s. 

A  British  lady,  her  naturalist  hus- 
band, and  her  unwieldy  5x7  Graflex 
camera  moved  to  Terry,  Montana  in 
the  1800's.  "Lady"  Evelyn  Cameron 
took  startlingly  clear  pictures  of  every- 
thing: cowboys,  sheepherders,  wed- 
dings, river  crossings,  freight  wagons, 
people  working,  badlands,  eagles,  coy- 
otes and  wolves. 

Gallery  and  Museum:  Now,  large. 


crisp  copies  of  the  photographs  that 
made  Lady  Cameron  famous  are  on 
display  in  Terry  at  the  new  Cameron 
Gallery.  The  collection  is  a  photo- 
graphic journal  of  the  early  1900s. 
Admission  is  free.  The  book 
"Photographing  Montana  1894-1928: 
The  Life  and  Work  of  Evelyn 
Cameron,"  presents  her  photos  and 
meticulous  diary  accounts  of  the  Terry 
area  during  those  years. 

Prairie  County  Museum  is  housed  in 
the  old  State  Bank  of  Terry,  an  antique 
treasure  itself,  with  beautiful  marble 
floors  and  paneling,  fine  woodwork 
and  lovely  glass.  Since  it  was  founded, 
the  museum  has  grown  to  include  four 
more  buildings,  including  the 
Cameron  Gallery,  and  a  caboose.  All 
buildings  have  displays  of  historic 
interest. 

Relics  of  homesteaders,  railroaders. 
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cowboys,  and  cooks  lend  evidence  to 
the  harsh  reality  of  the  early  days  of 
Montana  Territory. 

Museum  volunteers  are  helpful  to 
tourists  and  to  past  residents  searching 
out  historic  sites  and  places  of  interest. 
It  is  open  Memorial  Day  through 
Labor  Day,  six  days  a  week 
(Wednesday  through  Monday,  closed 
Tuesday). 

River  Gems:  Terry  is  nestled  against 
the  Yellowstone  River  in  the  heart  of 
agate  country,  where  people  come 
from  all  over  the  United 
States  to  hunt 
along 
the  river, 
the  creeks 
and  near- 
by hills, 
gathering 
the  translu 
cent  rock 
with  the 
rough  skin. 

Petrified  and 
agatized  wood 
and  colored 
jaspers  are  also 
common  in  this 
area. 

Outdoors:  The 
Yellowstone  River  at  this  point  is  an 
easy-floating  river,  with  currents  at  4.7 
mph,  ideal  for  the  novice  or  the  pro- 
floater,  with  scenery  and  wildlife 
abundant.  Enjoy  hunting  and  fishing 
at  their  best  in  Prairie  County,  which 
also  includes  the  towns  of  Fallon  and 
Mildred. 

Get  permission  from  landowners  to 
hunt  wildlife  including  deer  and  ante- 
lope, upland  game  birds  and  water- 
fowl. 

Hikers  enjoy  an  unspoiled  landscape 
of  wildflowers  and  native  trees  and 
plants,  natural  rock  formations  and 


small  prairie  animals.  Since  the  rat- 
tlesnake is  one  of  the  prairie  residents, 
hikers  are  given  permission  with  a 
word  of  caution. 

Take  a  short  drive  up  the  Calypso 
Trail  and  Scenic  View  road  northwest 
of  Terry  to  see  the  famed  badlands. 
Entertainment  and  Services 

Nostalgia:  When  is  the  last  time  you 
drove  through  the  ticket  window,  put 
the  speaker  in 
.     "'  your  car  window 

and  leaned  back 
to  watch  a 
movie?  You 
can  still  enjoy 
popcorn 
under  the 
stars  at  an 
outdoor 
theater  in 
Terry.  It 
is  one  of 
the  last 
of  its 
kind  in 
the 


etot^ 


,\\oW^'  country. 

Hospitality:  Prairie 
County  has  an  agricultural  eco- 
nomic base.  Terry  offers  an  airport, 
churches,  rifle  range,  outdoor  theater, 
museum,  historic  hotel,  motel,  camp- 
grounds, car  wash,  tow  service,  locker 
plant,  bars  and  cafes,  grocery  store, 
hardware  store,  drug  store,  a  laundro- 
mat, a  newspaper,  beauty  salons,  a 
Montana  agate  shop  and  a  variety  of 
other  shops,  and  a  helping  hand,  if 
needed.  Terry  is  proud  to  offer  the 
first  Medical  Assistance  Facility  in 
Montana. 
2000  Events  in  Terry 

Amateur  Rodeo July  4 

Terry  Yippee  Day, 

3  1/2K  and  5K  runs July  29 

Prairie  County  Fair Aug.  17-20 


9.^^-*  COUNTY  ^,^^^^ 

and  Cameron  Gallery 


Open  Memorial 

Day  through 

Labor  Day 


Terry  RV  Oasis 

"A  Great  Place  To  Camp" 

Take  Exil  176  Off  1-94  at  Terry 
•  Pay  phone  •  Clean  •  Quiet  •  Grassy  •  Shady 
Full  Hook-ups  &  Pull  throughs  Available 

tYour  Hosts:  Robert  &  Julia  Porter 
P.O.  Box  822  •  Terry,  MT  59349 
(406)  635-5520 


DIAMOND  MOTEL 

Sparkling  Clean 

•  Comfortable  •  Affordable  •  Cable  TV 
•  Year  Round  Accommodations 

(406)  635-5407 

Campground  Available  -  April  15  -  Oct.  15 

Bill  &  Fran  Fleckenstein  -  Email-farkle@midrivers.com 


Sata*t  &  S<x4^  One 

o-^   205  Logan,  Terry  MT   .^ro 

(406)635-2126 

E-mail:  ueland@midrivers.com 


Vui  HiAtoAiea^  Kemptott  Mote£ 

•  Accommodations 
•  Beauty  Shop  •Antique  Shop 

and  Located  in  Friendly  Downtown  Terry 

(406)  635-5543 

Open  24  hours  -  Every  Day 


GEKE'S  LEATHER  &  BARKWOOD  niAMES 

•  Custom  Matting  ♦  Handtooled  Leather 

#  Montana  Agates  •  Jewelry  •  Souvenirs 

•  Boot  &  Shoe  Repair  #  Gifts 

DOWNTOWN  TERRY 

Gene  &  Norma  Grist 

PC  Box  845;  Terry,  MT  59349 

(406)  635-4312 


)verland 
Restaurant 


►►Friendly  Folks 
►►Good  Food 
►►Family  Dining 
*►  EZ  on,  EZ  off  Interstate  90 
►♦  Truclc  &  RV  Parking 
Jim  &  Sandy  Ross 


INTERSTATE  CENEX 

^[[ijour  Travding  'Hteds 

•  Fuel  •  Food 

•  Movie  Rentals  •  Cappuccino 

Brooke  &  Allen  Gierke 

(406)  635-2198 


PRAIRIE  UNIQUE 

"Outstanding  Quality  &  Affordable  Prices  " 

Montana  Made  Gifts  •  Agates 

Montana  Marble  •  T-Shirts  •  Caps 

E-mail:  prairieunique@hotmail.com 
114  S.  Logan  •  PO  Box  5  Bus:  (406)  635-5598 

Terry,  MT  59349-0005  Fax:  (406)  635-5598 


Prairie  Community  Medical 
Assistance  Facility  and  Nursing  Home 

312  South  Adams  •  (406)  635-5511 

Prairie  County  Qinic 

409  Bowen  •  635-5863 

♦ 

Working  Together  to  Bring  Good 

Health  Care  to  Our  Area 


ReCuxiiKhi/tPoAli 
Pieitl6  0^  fiiDint 

•  Gold  Wing  Motorcyclists  Welcome! 

*  Hunt  agates  on  the 

nearby  Yellowstone  River 

*  Enjoy  hunting,  fishing  and  river  floating 

*  Take  a  drive  on  the  "Scenic  View"  road 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

P.O.  Box  667 
TERRY,  MONTANA  59349 
e-mail  clarke@midrivers.com 

This  ad  sponsored  by  Stockman  Bank  of  Montana 
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Miles  City  Bucking  Horse  Sale.  Donnie  Sexton,  Travel  Montana  Photo 


Miles  City,  the 
county  seat  of 
Custer  County,  is 
truly  a  roughneck 
cowboy  delight. 
The  Bucking  Horse  Sale,  Miles  City's 
biggest  event,  celebrates  its  50th 
anniversary  in  2000.  Featured  as  the 
town  where  Gus  McRae  died  in  the 
ABC  Mini-series  "Lonesome  Dove," 
the  city  is  today  a  thriving,  up-to-date 
community  which  holds  to  its  western 
culture  with  great  pride  and  persever- 
ance. 

Historically  speaking.  Miles  City 
came  into  existence  on  the  heels  of  a 
military  expedition  sent  into  the 
Valley  from  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  following  the  Battle  of  the 
Little  Bighorn,  on  June  25,  1876,  when 
Gen.  Custer  and  his  immediate  com- 
mand of  five  troops  of  the  7th  Cavalry 
were  annihilated  by  the  Sioux  Indians 
led  by  Sitting  Bull. 

Miles  City  had  a  notable  birthing. 
Col.  (later  Gen.)  Nelson  A.  Miles,  in 
command  of  the  six  companies  of  the 


5th  Cavalry  stationed  at  Fort 
Leavenworth  the  summer  of  1876, 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
Yellowstone  Valley  in  Montana,  and 
there  to  establish  a  cantonment  from 
which  he  was  to  conduct  a  campaign 
to  compel  bands  of  wandering  Indians 
to  return  to  their  reservations. 

Arriving  early  in  the  fall.  Miles  con- 
ferred with  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  com- 
manding the  Department  of  the 
Dakotas,  who  was  still  in  the  field  fol- 
lowing the  Custer  massacre.  He  select- 
ed a  site  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tongue 
River  on  which  to  build  the  canton- 
ment. The  Army  engineers  surveyed 
the  tract  of  land  10  miles  square  and 
established  a  reservation.  It  was  just 
across  this  reservation  on  the  east  of 
the  south  bank  of  the  Yellowstone 
River  that  the  first  village  was  set  up. 
A  year  later  when  the  War 
Department  abandoned  it,  the  village 
"moved"  itself,  cabins  and  appurte- 
nances, to  the  present  site.  The  new 
community  was  named  "Miles  City" 
in  honor  of  the  commanding  officer. 


While  the  village  was  founded  in  1877, 
it  was  not  until  1887  that  Miles  City 
was  incorporated. 

As  the  cattle  industry  was  most 
important,  it  was  fithng  that  the 
Montana  Stockgrowers'  Association 
was  formed  in  Miles  City  in  1884.  The 
coming  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  in  1881  predetermined  that 
Miles  City  should  become  a  leading 
cattle  market. 
Western  Traditions 

No  Parking  Meters:  Contemporary 
Miles  City  has  not  been  swept  up  by 
the  winds  of  change  which  have 
threatened  to  shape  look-alike  commu- 
nities across  the  nation.  Miles  City  still 
has  a  traditional  American  Main  Street 
with  a  dime  store  lunch  counter  and  a 
saloon  painstakingly  restored  to  its 
early  decor.  There  are  no  parking 
meters! 

The  8,700  area  residents  are  good 
hosts  who  enjoy  talking  about  the 
many  historic  photographs  proudly 
displayed,  about  the  hunting  and  fish- 
ing in  the  area  and  about  some  of  the 
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"characters"  who  fashioned  the  town's 
personality.  But  the  Miles  City 
Chamber  of  Commerce's  motto, 
"Proud  Past:  Progressive  Future"  also 
describes  the  community.  It's  many 
services  have  made  it  the  hub  of 
Southeastern  Montana  —  the  center  of 
vacation-time  attractions. 

General  Nelson  A.  Miles:  The  man 
for  whom  Miles  City  is  named  was  a 
very  close  friend  of  Lt.  Col.  George 
Armstrong  Custer  and  had  outstand- 
ing influence  in  the  opening  of  the 
West. 

By  his  uniquely  suc- 
cessful military  cam- 
paigns, his  humane  nego- 
tiations and  post-capitula- 
tion treatment  of  the  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes.  Miles 
was  able  to  establish  and 
maintain  peace. 

Range  Riders  Museum: 
With  the  addition  of  the  Bert 
Clark  Gun  Collection,  the 
Range  Riders  Museum  has         - 
truly  become  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  Northwest.  The  collec- 
tion numbers  in  excess  of  400 
pieces.  It  includes  firearms  from 
the  Revolutionary  War  era  and 
those  used  by  the  early  settlers  and 
military  personnel.  It  also  includes 
such  exotics  as  a  set  of  dueling  pistols 
from  Belgium  and  an  elephant  gun, 
one  of  only  eight  manufactured  and 
one  of  four  known  to  exist  today. 

The  museum  complex  is  set  on  the 
original  site  of  the  Fort  Keogh  canton- 
ment. It  has  grown  to  include  the  main 
building,  the  Clark  Gun  Collection 
Building,  Memorial  Hall,  Fort  Keogh' s 


Officers  Quarters  Building,  the 
Heritage  Center,  and  an  original  log 
cabin.  Each  unit  has  its  own  story  to 
tell,  weaving  parts  of  the  overall  histo- 
ry of  the  West. 

The  items  on  display  at  the  museum 
are  as  diverse  as  the  Montana  land- 
scape. It  is  a  must  that  you  stop  while 
traveling  through  the  great  state  of 
Montana.  The  time  spent,  whether  it 
be  for  one  hour  or  one  day, 
will  give  you  a 


Btxtrance  i^-"'  o  better  insight  into 

the  hardships  and  the  adverse 
conditions  the  early  day  settlers  over- 
came to  make  this  such  a  great  coun- 
try. The  museum  is  indeed  a  lasting 
tribute  to  these  early  pioneers. 

Old  West  Photographers:  Miles  City 
has  a  love  affair  with  old  photographs 
which  have  captured  the  pioneer 
lifestyles  of  stock  growers,  cavalry 
officers  and  their  troops,  merchants 
and  social  life.  The  interrupted 
lifestyle  of  the  Indians  is  also  por- 


trayed. Some  of  the  intrepid  early  pho- 
tographers include  Christian 
Barthelmess,  featured  at  the  Range 
Riders  Museum;  Lady  Evelyn 
Cameron;  local  "character,"  R.C. 
Morrison;  and  L.A.  Huffman,  whose 
photos  have  enjoyed  national  and 
international  distribution. 

See  the  historic  photos  at  the  muse- 
um, Custer  County  Art  Center,  Wool 
House  Gallery,  and  Riggs  Camera 
and  Gifts. 
Western  Entertainment 

Breeder  Show:  The  first 
Friday  in  February  every  year. 
Main  Street  is  turned  over  to  beef 
producers.  Many  people  besides 
cattle  producers  come  to  the  show 
and  private  treaty  sale. 

Bucking  Horse  Sale:  Miles 
City  pays  homage  to  the  horse 
during  the  third  weekend  of 
May  at  the  world  famous  Miles 
City  Bucking  Horse  Sale,  the 
biggest  annual  event  in  Miles 
City.  Rodeo  stock  contractors 
from  many  states  come  to 
Miles  City  to  watch  the  best  of 
the  wild,  undomesticated  horses  buck. 
The  spirited  horses  are  sold  in  auction, 
and  appear  in  rodeos  all  over  the 
United  States. 

Other  activities  such  as  western  bar- 
becues, ice  cream  socials.  Western  Art 
Quick  Draw,  pari-mutuel  horse  racing, 
dancing  in  the  streets,  and  a  western 
parade  draw  huge  crowds.  Early  reser- 
vations for  accommodations  are  rec- 
ommended. Call  the  Miles  City  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  more  infor- 
mation (406)  232-2890. 

Fair:  The  Eastern  Montana  Fair  is  a 
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CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 


PROUD 
PAST 


PROGRESSIVE 
FUTURE 


WELCOMES  YOU  TO 
A  WESTERN  EXPERIENCE! 


Call  or  Write  for  More  Information: 

315  Main  Street 

Miles  City,  Montana  59301 

Phone:  (406)  232-2890 

Fax:  (406)  232-6914 


Good  Accommodations 
Custer  County  Art  Center 
Swimming  -  A  "Natural  Oasis" 
Trophy  Deer  &  Antelope  Hunting 
City  Parks 

•  Home  of  the  World  Famous  Bucking  Horse  Sale 

•  Historic  Huffman  &  Barthelmess  Photo  Galleries 

...and  Much  More 


•  Easy  Access  from  1-94 

•  Range  Riders  Museum 

•  Cattle  Drives 

•  Rock  Hunting 
Friendly  Merchants 


Internet:  http://www.mcchamber.com     •     E-Mail:  mcchamber@mcchamber.com 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 2000— Page  37 


four-day  event  in  August.  Attractions 
include  rodeos,  bump  and  run, 
commercial 
exhibits  and 
a  carnival. 
Many  other 
special  activi- 
ties will  be 
taking  place  in 
the  2000 
Eastern 
Montana  Fair. 
Contact  the 
chamber  for  a 
schedule  of 
events  during  fair 
days,  August  24- 
27,  2000. 

Sagegrass 
Ramblers  Band  will 
host  the  third  annu- 
al Bluegrass  Music 
Festival  September 
2-3.  It  is  held  at  the 
fairgrounds  at  the 


outdoor  covered  stage. 
Music  plays  10  a.m.  to 
dusk.  Admission  is  free. 
Concessions  are  avail- 
able. 
Class  and  Classics 

Custer  County  Art 
Center:  Miles  City's 
heralded  art  center, 
located  in  a  park  over- 
looking the 
Yellowstone  River,  is 
a  non-profit  institu- 
tion providing  quali- 
ty visual  art  exhibits 
and  programming. 
The  art  cen- 
ter has  two  large, 
elegant  galleries 
and  an  alcove 
gallery,  with 
changing  exhibi- 
tions throughout 
the  year,  from  its 
permanent  collection  and 


exhibitions  from  around  the  United 
States  and  a  gift  shop. 

The  Western  Art  Roundup  and  a 
Quick  Draw  in  the  park  coincide  with 
the  Miles  City  Bucking  Horse  Sale  in 
May. 

Accommodations:  Miles  City  has  17 
restaurants,  including  both  sit-down 
and  fast  food  types,  three  supper 
clubs,  and  five  lunch  counters.  The 


Historic  Olive  Hotel 

Lounge  •  Casino 

•  Clean,  Updated  Facilities  •  Adjacent  to  Downtown 

•  Children  12  &  Under  Free  •  HBO  •  SHOWTIME 

•  Free  Local  Calls  •  FAX  Service  •  Friendly,  Courteous 

Staff  *  Meeting  Rooms  •  Free  Coffee 

"Gus  Slept  Here" 
Groups  Welcomed 

Olive  Dining  Room 

Daily  Specials 

"The  Finest  in  Dining  Pleasure" 

(Major  Credit  Cards) 

501  Main  Ph:  (406)  232-2450 

Miles  City,  Montana  Fax:  (406)  232-5866 


X    IVIilesCity 
^^^       KOA 


'  Full  Hookups  •  PulMhru  Sites  up  to  65" 

'  Grassy  Tent  Sites         •  Heated  Pool 
'  Well  Stocked  Store        •  Laundry  Facilities 
'SHADE 
"More  than  70  Cottonwood 
Trees  over  50'  Tall" 

Kamping  Kabins 

Walk  to  Downtown,  Museum  or  Fishing 

From  1-94  take  Exit  135,  go  2.4  miles,  turn  left  at  4tti  St., 
2  blocks  to  Palmer  Street,  tum  left  4  blocks  to  the  KOA 

1  Palmer,  Miles  City,  Montana 
Phone  (406)  232-3991 


Rocks" 

by  Alice  "Bobi" 
Walden 


I  the  old  1909 
ilwaukee  Road 
Woolhouse 

419  N.  7th 

Miles  City,  MT  59301 

(406)  232-0769 

Art  Gallery 

Railroad  Museum 

Gift  Shop 

Antiques 

Fine  Woodworking 

Steel  Sculptures 

Season:  May-Dec. 
Tues.-Sat.  1-5  p.m. 
or  by  appointment 


^oyim)S> 


EXPRESS* 

*  Newest  hotel  In  Miles  City  —  Opened  April  1997  * 


ii  it  t,  IL  J;l 

.*f  •M&jr'fieatea  swimming 

•  Queen  or  King  beds  in  all  Rooms 

•  King  Jacuzzi  Suites 

•  Suites  w/refrigerator  and  mwrowave 

•  Single  rooms  w/recliners 

•  Free  local  calls 

•  Oata  ports  in  all  rooms 

•  Conference  room  for  meetings  up  to  50 

•  Complimentary  extended  breakfast  bar 

•  Fax  and  copy  machine 

•  Winter  plug-Ins 


./Orridors 

>  Restaurants  within  2  blocks 
'  Kids  stay  free 
'  Large  parkkig  lot  for  trucks 

'  Guest  Laundry  Room 

>  Nonsmoking  rooms 

■  Handcapped  rooms 

>  24-hour  coffee 

'  Front  d^  availabte  24  hours 


Miles  City:  1-406-232- 
1-406-232-1365  (Fax) 
1-888-7(XM)402  (toll-free  dbwtto  hotel) 
1-8(X>-Hoiiday  (worldwide) 

Talte  exit  138  off  1-94-"^ 


m 


1720  South  Haynes 
Miles  City,  MT  59301 


Nobody's  Cookin  Like  Todays  KFC 

Enjoy  Our 
All-You-Can-Eat  Buffet 

Over  30  Different  Items, 
7  Days  a  Week! 

1219  SOUTH  HAYNES 
MILES  CITY,  MT 

(406)  232-1334 
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eating  establishments  are  conveniently 
located  in  three  areas:  Downtown, 
Haynes  Avenue  and  Valley  Drive  East. 

Overnight  lodging  is  available  in  the 
same  areas.  There  are  11  hotels /motels 
with  a  total  of  600  units,  as  well  as 
campground  facilities  located  on  each 
end  of  town. 
Fun  Without  Your  Boots  On 

Golf:  If  you're  looking  for  a  little 
pleasant  exercise  in  an  equally  pleas- 
ant setting,  you  can't  do  much  better 
than  Miles  City's  Town  and  Country 
Club,  located  on  the  southwest  comer 
of  town  on  the  east  banks  of  the 
Tongue  River.  The  nine-hole  course 
combines  the  aesthetics  of  relaxing  cot- 
tonwood-shaded  greenery  with  con- 
tours that  can  be  a  challenge. 

The  club  is  open  to  the  public 
through  greens  fees,  and  its  many 
social  functions  are  often  open  to  the 
general  pubUc  as  well.  Call  for  a  tee 
time  (406)  232-1500. 

Natiural  Oasis:  The  pause  that 


refreshes  on  a  hot  summer  day  is  a  dip 
in  Miles  City's  unique  outdoor  munici- 
pal pool,  a  "natural  oasis,"  located 
next  to  the  city  park  which  is  perfect 
for  picnicking  or  just  relaxing.  Just  a 
short  distance  from  the  pool  is  a  recre- 
ation area  which  has  boating  facilities. 
Plenty  of  fishing  sites  beckon  anglers 
along  the  Tongue  and  Yellowstone 
Rivers,  and  a  number  of  reservoirs  in 


the  Miles  City  area  also  offer  fishing. 
A  variety  of  other  recreational  activi- 
ties are  available:  tennis,  bowling,  rac- 
quetball,  movies,  and  river  floating. 

Tour  Loops:  The  Miles  City  Visitors 
Guide  is  available  free  at  the  chamber 
office. 
2000  Miles  City  Events 

April:  MCC  College  Rodeo 28-30 

Bull-A-Rama 29 


Comer  of  5th  and  Pacific 

A  variety  shop  of 
vintage  wares  and  collectibles 

Open  mid-May  to  Labor  Day 

Tuesday  through  Saturday,  1-5  pm 

Off-season  appointments 

226  South  Fifth 

Miles  City,  MT  59301 

(406)  232-7306 


Miles  City... 

Custer's 


INN 


Budget 
Host 


BUDGET  HOST 

Toll  Free  1-800-456-5026 


•  No  Smoking  Rooms 

•  Under  12  Sleep  Free  With  Adults  in  Same  Room 

•  Adjacent  To  3  Restaurants  &  Cocktail  Lounges 

•  Commercial  &  Hospital  Rates 

•  Winter  Plug-Ins 

•  Two  Blocks  From  Medical  Center 

-  MILES  CITY  - 

(406)232-5170 


1209  S.  Haynes  Ave. 


•  Conference  Room 
•HBO 

•  Year  Around  Heated  Pool  &  Sauna 

•  FAX  Machine 

•  Local  Calls  Free 

•  Color  Cable  TV-29  Channels 


yg4  I     1^^     1^^^ 
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Springfest  Auction 29 

May:  Spring  Fever  Car  &  Truck  Show, 

Auction 6 

CCAC  Western  Art  Roundup  11 -July  2 

Pari-mutuel  Horse  Races 13 

Bucking  Horse  Sale,  Horse  Races  19-21 

Bucking  Horse  Sale  Parade 20 

Quick  Draw  and  Art  Auction 20 

June:  3-on-3  Basketball  Tourney 3-4 

Cowboy  Poetry  &  Chili  Cookoff 10 

MT  vs.  ND  Football  Game 17 

Highland  Festival 17 

State  High  School  Rodeo 21-25 

July:  VFW  Fireworks 4 

Unfettered  Spirit:  Contemporary  Art 
from  the  Mountain  Plains 

CC  Art  Center 6- Aug.  20 

Bill  Newhouse  Legion  Baseball 

Tourney 12-16 

Fort  Keogh  Days  5th  Infantry 

Encampment 14-16 

Pioneer  Day 16 

Crazy  Days 14-15 

Aug:  Classic  Car  Club  Show 12 

Relay  for  Life 18-19 

Eastern  MT  Fair 24-27 

25th  An.  Art  AucHon  Exhibit, 


CCArt  Center 26-Sept.  29 

Bump  and  Run 27 

Sept.:  Bluegrass  Music  Festival 2-3 

Country  Music  Weekend 2-3 

Miles  City  Roundup 4 

Farmer /Rancher  Banquet 9 

Ram  Sale 14 

POW/ MIA  Celebration 16 

MCC  College  Rodeo 21-24 

Fall  Festival 23 

Custer  County  Art  Center  Auction .  29 


Oct.:  Eastern  Star  100  Aimiv 7 

Nov.:  Eagles  Bazaar 18 

Christmas  Market 24-25 

Dec:  Christmas  Stroll 8 

Cowtown  Classic  Basketball 2-3 

Jan.  2001:  Custer  County  Art  Center 

Trash  /  Treasure  Sale 13 

Feb.:  Cowtown  Beef  Breeders  Show  ..2 
MCC  College  Rodeo 
Dinner  Auction 10 


Riggs  Camera  &  Gifts,  Inc. 

PHONE  (406)  232-1838  / 

807  MAIN  / 

MILES  CITY,  MONTANA  59301  / 


'  Collectibles 

^  Gifts  JIcMamma} 

'  Souvenirs  -NteB%SC0^ 

'  Film 

One  Hour  Photo  Finishing 


Steakhouse 


& 


Lounge 


Serving  the  Finest  in  Steaks  and  Seafood 

Lunch:    11  AM -3  PM  •  Dinner:   5  PM -10  PM 

1111  South  Haynes  Ave.  •  Miles  City,  MT  59301 

(406)  232-7288 


Water  Vlant  Road 
Box  12  8  4 
Mi/es  City.   MT 
5930  1 


COUNTY 


ART  CENTER 


<, 


Located  in  the  historic  municipal 
waterworks  facility  1/2  mile  west 
of  downtown  Miles  City. 


Changing  exhibits  of  Western, 
historical,  and  contemporary  art. 

Open  1  -5  Tuesday  -  Sunday 

Phone:  (406)  232-0635 

Fax:  (406)  232-0637 


1-94  Exit  138 
1006  S.  Haynes  Ave. 
Miles  City,  IVIT  59301 


r\ 


DAYS  INN 


1-800-525-6303 
(406)  232-3550 


•  58  Units  -  Newly  Remodeled 
over  112  Non— Smoking 

•  All  Ground  Floor 

•  Children  under  12  Free 

•  Handicapped  Rooms 

•  Winter  Plug  Ins 


•  Remote  Color  Cable  TV  with 

Free  HBO  &  Disney 

•  Fax  Machine  Available 

•  Outdoor  Heated  Pool 

•  Free  Continental  Breakfast 

•  Next  to  Golden  Spur  Casino 
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Try  Your  Luckl 


f 


Montana 
has  legalized 
limited  gam- 
bling, includ- 
ing machine 
poker  and 
keno,  live  card 
games  and 
bingo.  As  a 
visitor  to 
Custer 

Country,  you 
will  find  many 
friendly  tav- 
erns, clubs  and 
casinos  that 
offer  the  unique 
opportunity  to 
step  back  in  time 
and  try  your 
luck! 

Five-card  draw, 
seven-card  stud, 
Ohaha,  and  hold- 
'em  are  the  most 
popular  live  poker 
games  in  the  area. 
There  is  a  $300  pot 
limit  on  the  stakes. 

Video  poker  pits  player  against 
machine  in  a  game  of  five-card  draw. 
The  machines  offer  quarter  and  /or 
nickel  games.  After  placing  a  bet,  the 
player  is  dealt  five  cards  on  the 
screen.  The  player  then  has  the  chance 
to  discard  in  order  to  improve  the 
hand.  Winning  hands  are  possible 
through  a  variety  of  combinations. 
Machines  vary,  some  including  "jacks 
or  better"  payoffs  and  some  adding  a 
"wild  card."  The  pay-off  is  from  1  to 
50  times  the  bet  to  a  maximum  of  $100 


on  a  quarter  bet. 
Up  to  eight  quarters  may  be  played 
on  a  bet  with  $800  maximum  payoff. 
Keno  is  also  legal  in  both  live  and 
video  versions.  The  game  of  keno, 
originally  a  form  of  Chinese  bingo,  is 
based  on  random  numbers.  After 
placing  a  bet,  the  player  picks  from  1 
to  10  numbers  out  of  80.  By  computer, 
the  machine  randomly  selects  and 
marks  20  numbers  on  the  screen. 
Payouts  are  made  according  to  how 
many  of  the  player's  numbers  match 
the  machine's  numbers.  The  maxi- 
mum pay-off  is  up  to  $800,  again 
based  on  the  bet.  All  gambling 


machines  are 
monitored  by 
Montana 
Department  of 
Justice  and 
guarantee  an 
80%  or  better 
pay-out. 

Many  estab- 
lishments also 
offer  bingo. 
Pari-mutuel 
horse  racing, 
whether  it  is 
live  or  is 
simulcast- 
beamed  by 
satellite,  is 
also  legal  in 
Montana. 

The 
state  pro- 
duces a 
lottery 
with  $1 
and  $2 
scratch-off 
tickets  available  through  retail 
outlets.  Changing  games  add  to  the 
excitement  of  the  state  lottery. 

Montana  also  participates  in  lotter- 
ies that  allow  players  to  choose  their 
numbers.  They  are  the  Daily  Millions, 
Powerball,  Montana  Cash,  and 
Montana  Wild  Card  Lottery  games. 
Tickets  for  each  one  are  $1. 

So,  pardner,  you're  legal  to  try  your 
luck  at  these  games  while  you  are  in 
Montana  and  Custer  Country. 
Good  luck!. ..and  that's  no  bluff! 

Wives  and  daughters  of  Fort  Keogh  offi- 
cers play  a  mock  game  of  poker  for  pho- 
tographer Christian  Barthelmess  in  the 
1890's  photograph,  above. 


€li8II0 

1-94  At  2nd  Exit 
3  Blocks  North 

1014  S.  Haynes  Ave. 

Miles  City,  Montana 

(406)  232-3544 


'  20  Video  Poker  &  Keno  Machines 

'  Live  Bingo  -  Tues./Thurs. 

'  Lottery  Ticl<ets 

'  Off-Sale  Liquor 

'  Watcti  Your  Favorite  Sports  on  Our 

Big  Screen  TVs/NFL  Sunday  Ticket 
'  Appetizers  &  Pizza 
'  Enjoy  a  Tall,  Cool  Glass  of  Our 

Locally  Brewed  Beer 
'  Simulcast  Horse  Racing 
'  Simulcast  Greyhound  Racing 
'  Tourist  Infonmation  Center 
'  ATM  Machine 


Tour  the 

Milestown 

Brewing  Company 


Located  at  the 
Golden  Spur 


"Turn  of  the  Century"  Atmosphere 

-MONTM^n 


612  MAIN 


V 


rs^/M/LES  CITY,  MONTANA  ./^N; 

(406)  232-5809 


Lone  Biickaroo,  Inc. 

Listed  oti  the 

National  Historic  Register 
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Forsyth 

Yellowstone  River  near  Forsyth.  Photo  by  John  Brewer 


IS 


Forsylli  is  the  county  sea 
Rosebud  County.  TTie  com- 
munity  of  2,100  residents  is 
located  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
Yellowstone 
River  at  the 
junction  of  I- 
94  and  U.S. 
Highway  12.  Forsyth  was 
founded  in  1880  and  official- 
ly named  when  the  post 
office  and  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  were  established 
there  in  1882.  The  town  bears 
the  name  of  General  James  H. 
Forsyth,  the  first  U.S.  Army 
officer  to  land  by  steamer  at 
the  site  of  the  present  town. 

Rosebud  County,  estab- 
lished in  1901,  is  the  third 


largest  county  in  tfie  fdprth    '. 
"largest  state  in  the  U.S.  It  is ' 
more  than  four  times  the  size'^ 
of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 
Outdoor  Recreation 

Hunting:  If  hunting  and 
fishing  spark  your  fancy,  the 
Forsyth  area  will  certainly 
appeal  to  you.  Big  game 
hunting  includes  trophy  ante- 
lope as  well  as  mule  deer  and 
whitetail  deer. 

Upland  birds?  You  bet! 
Through  the  cooperation  of 
Montana's  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  and 
area  landowners,  a  few  min- 
utes in  your  vehicle  puts  you 
smack  dab  in  the  middle  of 
ducks,  geese,  pheasants. 


^^■fe''  ^■^'^^ '    ^ 

^''^'PBPKr:  Boating  anchpihing  ^ 

excitement  flow  with  the    ^^ 

wide  Yellowstone  Rivtr,' 

along  the  banks  of  Forsyt 

Two  state  parks  give  accesTtc? 

the  river,  with  plenty  of 

camping  and  picnic  space. 

To  reach  Rosebud  State 
Recreation  Area  (East  Unit), 
exit  1-94  at  Forsyth's  east  exit, 
then  turn  north  to  the 
Yellowstone  River. 

Rosebud  State  Recreation 
Area  (West  Unit)  west  of 
Forsyth  is  on  U.S.  12.  Turn  at 
the  south  end  of  the 
Yellowstone  River  Bridge, 
milepost  270.  It  has  a  boat 
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Mule  Deer.  Travel 


ramp  and  access. 

Snow:  In  winter,  cross-country  ski- 
ing and  snowmobiling  are  popular  in 
the  Forsyth  area,  and  downhill  skiing 
in  the  mountains  is  only  three  hours 
away. 

Golf:  About  a  mile  and 
a  half  west  of  Forsyth  is 
the  Forsyth  Country  Club 
with  its  beautiful  nine- 
hole  golf  course  with 
well-maintained  fairways 
and  greens,  along  with 
sand  traps  and  water 
hazards  to  test  your 
skills. 

Forsyth's  golf  course 
schedules  a  full  slate  of 
summer  tournaments. 
Visitors  are  welcome  to 
participate  in  many  of 
them.  For  a  schedule 
or  details  call  (406) 
356-7710. 

A  "professional" 
mini-golf  course  at  1145 
Main  Street  is  designed  for 
improving  your  putting 
game. 

Park  Facilities: 
Recreational  opportunities 
flourish  in  the  Forsyth  area. 
Parks  provide  activities 
including  football,  track, 
baseball  and  softball  fields, 
playgrounds,  canopy  cov- 
ered and  tree  shaded  picnic 
areas,  swimming  and  wad- 
ing pools,  bathroom  facilities, 
covered  grandstands  and 
grassy  play  areas.  There  are 
also  ice  skating  rinks, 
tourist  parks,  and  lighted 
termis  courts. 

Agate  Hunting:  The  sur- 
rounding area  abounds  in 
agates.  The  Montana  moss 
agates  are  modules  of 
gray,  translucent  chal- 
cedony which,  when  cut 
and  polished,  reveal 
beautiful  small  man- 
ganese dendrites. 
Enthusiastic  agate 
hunters  visit  the 
Yellowstone  River  banks 
each  year.  Lapidary 
work  is  a  popular  hobby 
in  the  area. 
A  Great  Place  to  Live 

Forsyth  provides  the 
comforts  of  friendly 
small-town  living,  along  with  recre 


ation  that  only  Montana  can  offer.  The 
friendly  people  of  Forsyth  invite  you 
to  visit  and  play  in  southeastern 
Montana,  in  Custer  Country. 

Business:  While  oil,  coal,  and  lum- 
bering are  among  the  top  industries  in 

the  area. 


^Mf^  i»-«i*^ 


Annual  Matthew  Qui6teV 
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dryland  and  irrigated  fanning  are 
prominent.  Forsyth  area  ranchers  are 
known  for  the  high  quality  beef  cattle 
and  horses  they  raise.  Thousands  of 
cattle  are  shipped  to  market  from  this 
area  annually.  Many  horses  are  trained 
and  shown  throughout  the  Northwest. 

Sheep  and 
wool  are  also  of  eco- 
nomic importance  in 
^  the  county. 

Hospitality  and 
Services:  Forsyth  can 
accommodate  the 
traveler  in  all  needs, 
having  hotels,  motels, 
a  variety  of  cafes  and 
restaurants,  a  theatre,  a 
modem,  fully 
equipped  hospital,  doc- 
tors, dentists, 
optometrists  and  chiro- 
practors. The  emer- 
gency medical  service 
personnel  are  highly 
trained  and  equipped. 
There  are  gas  stations, 
grocery  and  clothing 
stores,  pharmacy, 
flower  shop,  crafts 
shop,  and  a  variety  of 
gift  shops.  Of  course 
you'll  find  a  meat 
ii»?  plant  butcher  shop 

^  in  this  cattle  coun- 

try. Tillitt  Field, 
located  three  miles 
east  of  Forsyth,  is  a 
*      -  county  operated 

airport  with  termi- 
,,.    li,  -  -  "  nal  service. 

Long  Range  Rifle  Shoot     Historically 
Speaking 

Lewis  and  Clark: 
In  the  exploration  of 
the  great  Northwest 
Territory,  Capt. 
William  Clark  passed 
through  Rosebud 
County  on  July  28, 
1806  en  route  down 
the  Yellowstone  River 
to  meet  Meriwether 
Lewis,  who  was  return- 
ing down  the  Missouri 
River.  Forsyth  is  located 
along  the  famed  Lewis 
and  Clark  Trail  and  is 
making  plans  for  the 
2003-2006  bicentennial 
commemoration. 

Custer  Was  Here: 
Near  the  town  of 


John  Brewer  Photo 
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FORSYTH 
WELCOMES  YOU 


Take  a  Look  at  Our  Town! 

•Rosebud  Recreation  Area  - 

Boat  Docks,  Camping,  Fishing 
•Community  Swimming  Pool 
•City  of  Forsyth  Golf  &  Country  Club 
•Rosebud  County  Museum 
•Over  100  Businesses  to  Serve  You 
•Over  200  Hotel  Rooms 
•A  Dozen  Eating  Establishments 
•Four  City  Parks 
•Tennis  Courts 

Forsyth  Area  Chamber  of 

Commerce  &  Agriculture 

Box  448 

Forsyth,  MT  59327 

1-888-4SYTHMT 

E-mail:  Roxy@mcn.net 


N\W 


CAMPSITE 

^10  Full  Hookups 
ii^  10  Electrical  Hookups 
*  Tent  Space 
if:  Bath  House 


Highway  1-94  Forsyth,  MT. 

Exit  95  (406)  356-7982 

1/4  Mi.  South  (406)  356-2454 


Rosebud,  just  nine  miles  east  of 
Forsyth,  is  the  spot  where  General 
Custer  camped  at  the  mouth  of 
Rosebud  Creek  before  traveling  up 
that  creek  on  his  way  to  the  Little 
Bighorn  in  his  ill-fated  campaign 
against  the  Indians.  His  trek  to  the 
Little  Bighorn  (formerly  Custer) 
Battlefield,  100  miles  south  of  Forsyth, 


Historic  Courthouse.  Connie  Wanner  Photo 


Visit 

Rosebud  County 
Pioneer  Museum 

1335  Main  Street 

Forsyth,  Montana 

^  Collections  from  founding  families 

^Indian  Beadwork  ^Vintage  Clothing 

^Barbed  Wire  ^Machinery 

OPEN 

May  1-15;  1  pm-7pm  daily 

May  15-Sept.  15;    9  am-7  pm,  Mon.-Sat. 
1  pm-7  pm,  Sunday 
FREE  ADMISSION 
(406)  356-2529 

Located  across  from  the 
Historic  Rosebud  County  Courthouse 


is  marked,  showing  some  of  the 
embattlements  from  his  Indian  skir- 
mishes. 

Pioneer  Museum:  Situated  next  to 
the  courthouse  is  the  Rosebud  County 
Pioneer  Museum  which  you  may  visit 
for  a  glimpse  of  the  past,  including 
items  used  by  early  settlers,  and  many 
pictures  that  depict  "the  olden  days." 

Hours:  May  1-15,  1-7;  May  15  to 
September  15,  9-7  Monday  through 
Saturday,  1-7  Sundays. 

National  Register  Courthouse:  The 
Rosebud  County  Courthouse,  located 
in  Forsyth,  is  a  neoclassical,  three-story 
building,  capped  with  an  ornate  cop- 
per dome.  It  is  listed  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  top 
floor  of  the  courthouse,  including  the 
courtroom,  is  decorated  with  murals 
and  stained  glass.  Directly  under  the 
copper  dome,  in  the  ceiling  of  the 
foyer,  is  a  large,  circular,  stained-glass 
window.  Take  time  for  a  self-guided 
tour  of  this  monument  to  early-day 
architecture  and  justice. 
Sizzling  Summer  Events 

Rodeo  Days:  In  summertime 
Forsyth  really  kicks  up  its  heels. 

The  first  major  summer  event  is 
Forsyth  Rodeo  Days  held  annually  the 
first  weekend  in  June.  Team  roping  is 
held  the  first  day,  followed  by  two 
action-packed  days  of  NRA  sanctioned 
rodeo.  To  top  it  off,  leading  bull  riders 
from  the  northern  area  compete  in  the 
exciting  "Bullmania"  event.  The  Rodeo 
Days  Parade  is  held  Saturday  morning 
at  11  a.m. 


ra^ 


^op  ^at!  ^Eatery 
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Tacos  -  Sandwiches  -  Salads 

Topped  the  Way  You  Like'. 
Homemade  Soups  &  Desserts 


983  Front  Stxeet 
(406)  356-782S  P)ii-sc.s  Wcloome 


^ 


IKJ 
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Ho^rdy  Hotel 
&  Lounge 

•  Clean,  Comfortable  Rooms 

•  Air  Conditioning 

•  Cable  TV,  Sauna 

•  Poker  &  Keno 

•  Budget  Rates 

•  Antiques  &  Collectibles 

1-888-23  HOWDY 

807  Main  Street        r—g^ 
Forsyth,  MT  59327      l^« 


SPEEDWAY 
DINER 

'"We  SuiCt  OUT  pride 

on  cfiicf(en  fried" 

"Wftere  (Brea/^fast  is  Served 

24  9<ours  a  'Day" 

1)ou>ntozvn  Forsyth 

811  Main 
(406)  356-7987 


VISA 
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Duck  Festival:  A  July  event  is  the 
Yellowstone  River  Duck  Festival  fea- 
turing eastern  Montana's  original  rub- 
ber duck  race,  plus  a  downtown  street 
dance  with  live  country  music. 

Fair:  The  Rosebud-Treasure  County 
Fair,  July  20-23  is  four  days  of  rodeo, 
exhibits,  carnival,  dancing  and  fun, 
topped  off  with  a  demolition  derby 
and  big-name  entertainment. 
2000  Events  in  Forsyth 
June:  Forsyth  Rodeo  Days  Featuring 

NRA  Rodeo  (Parade  Sat.) 2-4 

Matthew  Quigley  Shoot 17-18 

July:  Rosebud-Treasure 

County  Fair  20-23 


Aug.:  Duck  Festival,  Parade,  Car  Show 

MicroBrew  Fest,  Street  Dance 5 

Farmers  Market 20 

Sept.:  Farmers  Market 9 

Nov.:  Christmas  Walk 24 

Parade  of  Lights 24 

Rosebud 

In  the  town  of  Rosebud,  12  miles 
east  of  Forsyth,  a  site  of  interest  is  a 
non-denominattonal  church  which  is 
the  oldest  continuously  operating 
church  in  the  state.  Far  West  State 
Recreation  Area  is  one  mile  north  of 
Rosebud  on  Secondary  446.  Drive  a 
half  mile  west  on  the  county  road. 


Rosebud  State  Recreation  Area 
John  Brewer  Photo 

Distance  Shooters:  The  Forsyth 
Pistol  and  Rifle  Club  sponsors  the 
Matthew  Quigley  Long  Range  Rifle 
Match  each  year.  Promoters  call  it  the 
biggest  rifle  shoohng  event  in  Eastern 
Montana  since  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn. 


CASUAL    DINING 


Serving  Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Beer  and  Wine  Available 
Banquet  Meeting  Room 

406-356-2931  109  South  10th  Ave.  Forsyth,  MT  59327 


BEST  WESTERN  SUNDOWNER  INN 

1018  Front  street 
P.O.  Box  1080 
Forsyth,  MT  59327 


Big  Town  Convenience  Witli  a  Friendly  Staff 

Reservations:  1-800-332-0921  - 1-800-528-1234 
Forsyth,  MT:  406-356-2115  -  FAX:  (406)  356-2216 


-  hT-^ 
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♦  Free  Advance  BA/V  Reservations  •  ♦♦♦  AAA  RATED  ♦  Newly  Refurbished  Rooms 

♦  Stamper's  Black  Hills  Gold  Jewelry  Sold  ♦  Bloomin'  Onion  Cafe  Adjacent 

♦  In-Room  Coffee  Bars.  Refrigerators  ♦  Free  Travel  Information 

♦  Non-Smoking  Room sAA^ater beds  ♦  Mobil  Travel  Guide 

♦  Indoor  Olympic  Pool  (5  blocks)  ♦  SHOWTIME 
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Cheyenne  Native  American  Day  feast.  St.  Labre  Indian  Mission  and  School  Photo 


'Morning  Star'  Sacred  to  the  Cheyenne  People 


The  Morning 
Star  design  is  the 
official  emblem  of 
the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Tribe. 
The  origin  of  this  design  is  lost  in 
antiquity,  but  it  has  always  carried  a 
very  special  meaning  down  through 
the  generations.  For  the  Cheyennes, 
the  Morning  Star  "lights  the  morning 
sky  and  shines  more  brightly  than  the 
other  stars."  The  Cheyennes  often  pray 
when  they  see  this  star  early  in  the 
morning  sky.  It  has  its  own  name  in 
the  Cheyenne  language,  "Wohehiv." 
The  Morning  Star  design  is  used  as 
the  trademark  on  craft  items  as  well  as 
being  the  offi- 
cially recorded 
brand  of  the 
Cheyenne  cattle. 
The  444,525 
acre  Northern 
Cheyenne 
Morning  Star  Design     Reservation  is  in 


Rosebud  and  Big  Horn  Counties, 
extending  from  the  Crow  Reservation 
eastward  to  the  Tongue  River.  It  is  not 
checker-boarded  with  non-Indian  land 
as  are  most  reservations  in  this  area. 
The  majority  of  Indian  families  live  in 
four  small  communities  on  the  reser- 
vation. The  remaining  families  live  in 
the  rural  area  along  the  streams  and 
rivers. 
Lame  Deer 

Tribal  Headquarters:  Lame  Deer  is 
headquarters  for  the  tribe  and  the  site 
of  the  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs.  The  Northern  Cheyenne  annu- 
al pow  wow  takes  place  every  July 
4th,  with  competitive  Indian  dancing 
contests,  parades,  etc.  Places  are  avail- 
able to  camp,  and  photography  is 
encouraged. 

Found  few  other  places.  Northern 
Cheyenne  arts  and  crafts  are  displayed 
and  sold  at  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  local  busi- 
nesses. 


Cheyenne  Depot  Makes  History 

The  first  tribally  owned  convenience 
store  in  Montana  opened  in  June  1988 
—  the  Cheyenne  Depot.  This  thriving 
business  provides  a  means  of  employ- 
ment for  tribal  members,  south  of 
Highway  212  on  Cheyenne  Avenue.  In 
1998  the  tribe  opened  a  second 
Cheyenne  Depot  in  Ashland. 
Native  American  History 

In  the  Lame  Deer  Cemetery  are  the 
graves  of  Chief  Dull  Knife  (also  known 
as  "Morning  Star")  and  Chief  Little 
Wolf,  who  together  historically  led  a 
small  band  of  Northern  Cheyenne 
Indians  back  to  the  homeland  from 
exile  in  the  Indian  lands  of  Oklahoma, 
following  the  tribe's  participation  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn. 

Lame  Deer  is  also  the  home  of  Dull 
Knife  Memorial  College. 

Pow-wows:  Put  this  date  on  your 
calendar —  July  1-4,  2000.  You  won't 
want  to  miss  the  traditional  Pow-wow 
held  in  Lame  Deer  every  year  at  this 
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time.  The  Princess  Contest  (all 
princesses  welcome),  dance  con-      ■ 
tests  in  all  categories,  parades  || 

and  grand  entries  welcome  trav- 
elers to  a  display  of  color  and  tra- 
dition. Gourd  dancing  is  held 
daily.  Rations  and  feasting  are 
always  part  of  the  festivities.  All 
drums,  dancers  and  singers  are  ,, 

welcome.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Tribal  Secretary,  (406) 
477-6284. 
RV  Park,  Campground,  B&B 

Black  Kettle  RV  Park  and 
Campground  offers  teepee  rental 
and  tent  sites  at  the  newly  con- 
structed campground  at  the  cham- 
ber grounds,  one  block  west  of  the 
flashing  red  light  and  a  half  block 
north  of  Highway  212. 

Wagon  train  rides,  trail  rides,  bus 
and  van  tours  are  also  available. 
Bed  and  breakfast  accommodations 
are  available  with  native  American 
families  in  Lame  Deer  and  Ashland. 

For  additional  information  on 
Cheyenne  culture,  crafts  and  events, 
contact  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  (406)  477- 
8844  or  Box  991,  Lame  Deer,  MT 
59043. 


Other  Dates  of  Pow-wows: 

May:  Lame  Deer  Memorial  Pow-wow 

&  Rodeo Memorial  Day 

Weekend 

July:  Lame  Deer  Pow-wow 1-4 

Sept.:  Ashland  Labor  Day 

Pow-wow 1-4 

Nov.:  Veteran's  Day 

Pow-wow,  Lame  Deer 11 

Boys /Girls  Club 

Youth  Pow-wow Thanksgiving 

Dec:  Busby  Christmas 

Pow-wow 24-26 

Lame  Deer  New  Year's 

Pow-wow 31-Jan.  2 

Busby 

Two  Moons  Monument:  Chief  Two 
Moons  Monument  at  Busby  was  erect- 
ed in  1936  by  W.P.  Moncure,  an  Indian 
tiader,  with  the  help  of  a  store 
employee  named  Jules.  These  traders 
reburied  Two  Moons'  body  along  with 
personal  items  of  his  and  other 
Cheyennes  from  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn,  and  a  sealed  envelope  of  doc- 
uments. 

On  the  monument  was  written:  Why 
I  erected  the  Two  Moons  Monument  1) 
History  and  location  of  Starved  to 
Death  Rock;  2)  Bozeman  Expedition 
1874  up  Rosebud  Creek;  3)  Two  sol- 


Cooling  off .  St.  Labre  Indian 


School  Photo  by  John  Warner 


Rosebud 
Battlefield  site. 
Traveling  south 
of  Busby  on 
Highway  212, 
take  the  turnoff 
to  Decker  on 
Highway  314. 
Follow  314  for 
20  miles  to  the 
battlefield  sign. 
The  monument 
site  is  1.5  miles 
from  the  turn 
along  an  access 
road. 
Ashland 

Between 
Forests  and 
Water:  At 
Ashland,  21 
miles  east  of 
Lame  Deer, 
are  the  St. 
Labre  Mission 
and  the 
Cheyenne 
Indian 

Museum  and 
Gift  Shop. 
Take  the  time 
to  visit  these 
two  attrac- 
tions, located 
side-by-side 
on  the  edge 
of  Ashland. 
Free  tours  of 
the  mission 
and  muse- 


um are 


diers  got  away  from  Custer  Battle 
alive;  4)  History,  Indian  fort  up  Busby 
Creek;  5)  Hiding  place  and  location  of 
money  and  trinkets  taken  from  dead 
soldiers  on  Custer  Battlefield;  6)  To  be 
opened  June  25,  1986.  Key  removes 
screws  with  offset  screwdriver.  W.P. 
Moncure,  Busby,  Montana,  June  25, 
1936.  The  monument  vault  was  broken 
into  and  items  were  missing  along 
with  the  sealed  envelope  around 
October,  1960. 
Before  the  Bighorn 

Rosebud  Creek  Battlefield:  On  June 
17, 1876,  just  prior  to  Custer's  Last 
Stand,  over  1300  soldiers,  scouts,  and 
miners  were  met  in  battle  by  an  equal 
number  of  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  war- 
riors along  the  hills  of  Rosebud  Creek. 
Montana  State  Parks  has  developed  a 
self-guided  walking  tour  at  the 


available. 

Located  on  Highway  212,  the  short- 
est route  between  the  Black  Hills  and 
Yellowstone  Park,  Ashland  is  an  ideal 
spot  to  take  a  break.  It  has  the 
Cheyenne  Reservation  on  one  side  and 
a  beautiful  segment  of  Custer  National 
Forest  on  the  other.  The  town  has  tiav- 
eler  comforts  —  motel,  cafes,  groceries, 
a  leather  shop,  gas  stations  and  conve- 
nience stores,  propane  fill-ups,  and  a 
bank.  Authentic  beadwork  is  available. 
Ashland  also  has  a  medical  cUnic. 

Ashland  can  also  be  reached  from  I- 
90  at  Exit  510.  Just  exit  at  Littie 
Bighorn  Battlefield,  at  the  Highway 
212  junction. 

Take  a  Ranch  Vacation:  Sign  on  for 
exciting  days  and  nights  on  a  working 
ranch.  Reservation  horseback  tours, 
wagon  trains  and  cattle  drives  are  fun 
western  opportunities  offered  at 
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LAME  DEER 
TRADING,  INC. 

BOX  35  •  501  Cheyenne  Ave 

LAME  DEER,  MT  59043 

Phone:  (406)  477-6281 

FAX:  (406)  477-8401 

Founded  1878 

Over  one  hundred  years 

of  friendly  service 


-  Open  Daily  - 

Mon-Fri  8:00  am-7:00  pm 

Saturday         8:00  am-6:00  pm 
Sunday  9:00  am-2:00  pm 

WESTERN  UNION 

PUBLIC  FAX 

BEADWORK 

BEADING  SUPPLIES 

GROCERY 

MEAT  -  PRODUCE 

PENDLETONS 


(406)  477-6041 

-  OPEN  - 

Mon-Sat         8:00  am-6:00  pm 

HARDWARE 
CAMPING  SUPPLIES 


ranches.  Adventurers  can  choose 
indoor  rooms  or  teepee  lodging. 

Reservation  History:  After  the 
Northern  Cheyennes  helped  defeat 
Custer  in  1876,  their  pursuit  eventually 
caused  them  to  be  detained  in 
Oklahoma  Indian  Territory.  Sick  and 
hungry,  determined  to  return  to  their 
homeland,  on  Sept.  7,  1878  the 
Cheyennes  under  Dull  Knife  and  Little 
Wolf  escaped.  Pursued  from  behind, 
intercepted  on  their  trek,  these  deter- 
mined people  fought,  froze  and 
starved  to  death  to  reach  their  home- 
land. An  executive  order  on  Nov.  26, 
1884  finally  set  aside  a  tract  of  country 
for  the  Northern  Cheyenne  in 
Montana. 

St.  Labre  Indian  School:  In  1883,  a 
soldier.  Private  George  Yoakam,  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Keogh  near  Miles  City, 
recognized  the  hard  times  experienced 
by  the  Northern  Cheyenne.  He  con- 
tacted Bishop  Brondel  and  told  him  of 
the  Indian  people  who  were  roaming 
the  Tongue  River  Valley  without 
homes  or  land.  Subsequently,  the  bish- 
op purchased  land,  and  on  March  29, 
1884,  St.  Labre  Indian  School  became  a 
reahty.  Four  Ursuline  Sisters  from 
Toledo,  OH  responded  to  the  bishop's 
requests  for  priests  and  nuns. 

St.  Labre  Indian  School  made  a 
humble  beginning  with  the  construc- 
tion of  a  log  cabin  school  operated  by 
the  Sisters.  This  three-room  cabin 
served  as  residence,  school  and  dormi- 
tory, as  well  as  the  church.  A  replica  of 
the  cabin  now  stands  on  the  site  of  the 


Teddy  Bee  "R^nch 

Bed  4-BreaKfast 

ontne 

Nortnem  Onete^m  l?p»ivattcm 

<fO€-78<K139 

•Native  oujned  »tipis  ♦-  ranch  rooms  *dinrwr  optional 

-cultural  4-  tilstoricat  sites  *Kids  u«icoroe 

e-tnall:  inJrfxj)K@mcn.net 


J^irst  Community  'Banl<i 


P.O.  Box  368  •  Ashland,  MT  59003 

Telephone  (406)  784-2302 

Fax  (406)  784-2141  •  1-800-657-6215 


i2> 


MEMBER  FDIC 


Chief  Lame  Deer's  tomb 

original  mission.  Today  St.  Labre  pro- 
vides accredited  K-12  educahon  to  700 
children  at  three  locations  on  the 
Northern  Cheyenne  and  Crow  Indian 
reservations.  Native  American  Day  is 
celebrated  at  the  schools  the  fourth 
Friday  in  September  (Sept.  22,  2000). 

St.  Labre  depends  almost  entirely  on 
private  donations  for  its  many  pro- 
grams. Without  federal  or  church 
funds,  many  friends  all  over  the 
United  States  "keep  the  miracle  alive." 

Visitors  to  this  facility  will  enjoy  see- 
ing the  unique  teepee-style  church  and 
Cheyenne  Indian  Museum  and  Gift 
Shop  with  its  large  collection  of  Native 
American  artifacts  and  art  from  the 
Northern  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Sioux  and 
several  other  tribes. 


BLACK  KETTLE 
RV  PARK  &  CAMPGROUND 

Hwy  212  in  Lame  Deer 

Open  5/1  -  10/31 

Tent  and  RV  Spaces  •  Water  -  Electricity 

Northern  Cheyenne  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Box  991  (406)  477-6127 

Lame  Deer,  MT  59043  (406)  477-8844 


Western  8  Motel 

*  Phones 

*  Air  Conditioned  * 

•  TV* 

*  Gas  &  Convenience  Store  * 

Cleat  &  Geri  Stevenson 

Ashland,  MT  59003  (406)  784-2400 
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Cheyenne 
Traditions 


The  Cheyenne  Indians  hunted  the  animals  of 
the  plains,  then  used  the  original  "natural  fab- 
rics" to  make  rawhide  garments.  Quills  and 
feathers  adorned  the  tanned  hides.  Beads, 
brought  by  the  westward  moving  White  Man, 
became  an  artistic  medium  in  the  creative 
hands  of  the  Cheyennes.  Colorful  geometric 
patterns  were  created  bead  by  bead.  The  gar- 
ments are  worn  at  ceremonial  events.  Lame 
Deer,  MT  is  headquarters  for  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Tribe. 


Ardena  Whiteshield,  above,  shows  samples  of 
Cheyenne  bead  and  quill  work  on  buckskin. 

St.  Labre  Indian  School  at  Ashland,  MT.  serves  the 
Northern  Cheyenne  and  Crow  Indian  Reservations  at 
three  schools. 

Pictured,  at  near  right,  is  a  Sioux  Sundance  medi- 
cine bag,  depicting  bead  and  quill  work;  ca.  1880. 

Also  pictured,  far  right,  is  a  Cheyenne  war  bonnet, 
decorated  with  eagle  feathers  and  beadwork;  ca.  1890 

Below,  a  pinto  horse,  draped  in  ceremonial  beaded 
buckskin.  The  display  is  part  of  the  Cheyenne  Indian 
Museum  at  the  St.  Labre  Indian  School,  which  is  open 
to  the  public. 

Photos  courtesy  of  St.  Labre  Indian  School 
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Castle  Rock  Lake.  Darrell  Brabec  Photo 


Colstrip, 
Montana,  was  bom 
in  1924  when  the 
Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  started 

mining  coal  nearby  to  fuel  its  steam 

locomotives. 

Modern  Day  Boom  Town 

Careful  Planning:  The  Montana 
Power  Company  purchased  the  coal 
leases  in  1959  from  the  Northern 
Pacific  and  with  this  they  acquired  the 
mining  machinery  and  Colstrip  town 
site. 

Western  Energy  Co.,  a  subsidiary  of 
Montana  Power  Co.,  started  mining 
the  coal  in  1968.  At  this  time  Colstrip 
had  63  houses,  a  school,  two  churches, 
a  grain  elevator,  and  a  few  buildings 


left  from  the  early  days. 

Under  a  careful  plan  of  construction 
and  development,  lovely  homes,  town- 
houses  and  duplex  units  sprang  up  in 
Colstrip.  Playgrounds  and  parks  made 
every  area  a  family  neighborhood. 
Developers  planned  superb  school  and 
recreational  facilities,  baseball,  softball, 
and  ice  skating  complexes,  swimming 
pool,  water  slide,  tennis  and  basketball 
courts,  wading  pools,  bike  and  hiking 
paths,  tot  lots,  stores,  and  bowling 
lanes. 

The  once  booming  town  has  now 
settled  into  a  quiet  family  community. 

Free  Tours:  The  SouthEastem 
Montana  Development  Corporation 
office  offers  information  and  explana- 
tions on  the  workings  of  the  power 
plants  and  the  operations  of  a  modem- 


day  surface  coal  mine.  Free  tours  of 
the  coal  mine  are  available  Monday 
through  Friday,  May  to  October, 
weather  and  space  permitting.  Call 
(406)  748-2990  for  tour  times  and  reser- 
vations, or  write  P.O.  Box  1935, 
Colstrip,  MT  59323. 

Business  Hospitality:  Colstrip's 
business  community  includes  banks, 
grocery,  hardware  and  lumber  stores, 
auto  repairs,  motels,  and  gas  stations. 
Restaurants  and  casinos  combine  din- 
ing and  gaming  fun. 
Amenities  Abound 

Schoolhouse  History  and  Art 
Center:  "SHAC"  is  the  1924  remodeled 
schoolhouse  that  is  now  a  community 
cultural  center  featuring  rotating  his- 
toric and  artistic  exhibits.  The 
Schoolhouse  History  and  Art  Center,  a 
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non-profit  entity,  was  started  in  1987 
when  a  group  of  citizens  saved 
Colstrip's  oldest  school  building  from 
demolition.  After  years  of  fund-rais- 
ing, SHAC  opened  in  June  1996. 

The  center  has  two  large  galleries, 
one  featuring  historic  photographs 
and  the  other  showing  rotating  exhibi- 
tions throughout  the  year.  The  center 
is  also  host  to  special  speakers  and 


Colstrip  is  Castle  Rock  Lake,  where 
visitors  are  invited  to  enjoy  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  limited  boating.  The 
lake  is  surrounded  by  bike  paths  and 
picnic  areas  for  summer  fun  and  exer- 
cise. A  bed  and  breakfast  overlooks 
the  lake. 

Airstrip:  The  Colstrip  Airstrip  is 
located  five  miles  west  of  Colstrip  and 
is  open  day  and  rvight. 


jTW-^r^^ 


Colstrip  energy  plants  seen  from  the  pool  at  Rye  Park.  David  T.  Hanson  Photo 


cultural  and  entertainment  programs. 
It  is  offered  for  rent  for  special  events. 

The  Gallery  Gift  Shop  features  local 
artisan  and  handcrafter  items.  Gallery 
and  gift  shop  hours  are  noon  to  5 
Tuesday  through  Friday,  February 
through  December.  SHAC  is  closed  in 
January.  No  admission  is  charged  and 
the  center  is  handicap  accessible. 

Lake:  On  the  northwest  edge  of 


Golf  Course:  A  challenging  nine 
hole  golf  course — Ponderosa  Butte 
Public  Golf  Course,  adjacent  to  Hwy 
39  on  the  north  side  of  town  (across 
from  the  high  school),  has  the  appro- 
priate street  address  of  1  Long  Drive. 
It  has  a  club  house  with  food  and  bev- 
erage services,  pro  shop,  lessons 
availablefrom  a  PGA  pro,  and  rentals. 
For  a  tee  time  call  (406)  748-2700. 


THE  COLSTRIP  AREA  ASSOCIATION  OF  BUSINESS 

P.O.  Box  1100  •  Colstrip,  MT  59323 

Invites  You  &  Your  Family  to  the  Annual 

Colstrip  Days  Celebration 

June  16,  17,  &  18,  2000 


Fireworks 

Parade 

Music  in  the  Park 

Children's  Events  &  Contests 

Coal  &  Cattle  Players 

Concessions 


Biunp  'n'  Run 

Carnival 

Golf  Tournament 

Softball  Round  Robin 

Art  Show 

Schoolhouse  History  &  Art  Center  Tours 


z^^ 


COLSTRIP,  MONTANA 
HWY  39 


Alternate  Route  to  Little 

Bighorn  Battlefield 

National  Monument 

(Custer  Battlefield) 


Hysham  ( 


Rosebud 

9      •       £■ 


38  \Forsyth 

\  WMC 


To  Billings        J 

-1 

Cols.r,p|^ 

Hardin  ^\^ 

„  Ashland 

CfOW     A^ 

Agency 

:»— 2 *fu,by 

Little  Bighorn 

(Custer)  Battlefield 

24  Hour  Desk 

Conference  Room  Available 

Mini-Suites 

Fax  &  Copy  Machines 

Free  Coffee,  Beverages  &  Toast 

All  major  credit  cards 

Winter  Plug-ins 

Guest  Laundry 

Senior  &  Other  Discounts 

Pets  With  Permission 

Cable  TV  w/HBO 

(ESPN,  CNN,  Weather  channel  included) 

1-406-748-3400  or 
Superline  1-800-800-8000 
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Sun.-Sat.  •  10:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Across  from  Super  8 

6270  Main  Street 

Colstrip,  MT  59323 

(406)  748-2101 


Parks  and  Recreation  District:  The 

town's  community  center  features  a 
swimming  pool  and  water  slide.  It 
provides  fitness  programs  and  other 
recreation  activities.  Call  (406)  748- 
3326. 

Time  for  Fun 
Colstrip  Days:  The  parade,  carnival. 


booths,  bump-n-run,  and  entertain- 
ment have  everyone  in  the  mood  for 
fun  during  Colstrip  Days,  June  16-18, 
2000. 


^Colstrip  Medical 
Center 

6230  Main  Street 

Colstrip,  Montana  59323 

(406)  748-3600 

Open  8:00-5:30  Weekdays 

For  24-Hour  Coverage  Call: 

748-2211 
For  Emergencies:  Dial  911 


Office  Hours: 

7  a.m.-  10  p.m. 

Ph:  (406)  748-2553 

Fax:  (406)  748-4440 

1-800-738-2553 

5  Dogwood 

Colstrip,  MT  59323 

^    Best  Rates  in  Colstrip 

^    New  phone  system  with  modem 

ACCESS  &  Personalized  voice  Mail 
^    24  Hr.  Check  -  in 
■^    Clean  Rooms 
^   Cable  with  HBO  &  Disney 
■^    Fax  a  copy  Service 
^    Within  Walking  Distance 
OF  Restaurants  a  Stores 
Locally  owned  and  operated. 


Need 
Cash? 


Use  oiir  Day  &  Night  Teller 

machines  located  at  6210 

Main  Street  in  Colstrip,  or  the 

Cheyenne  Depot  in  Lame  Deer. 


o 


Ffffsf  Ihlerstaie  Baii< 


We    Put    You    First 

Colstrip -6210  Main  St  748-2840 
Member  FDIC    Equal  Housing  Lender  l£l 


s 


choolhouse 

history  and 
Art 
£\_  /Center 


400  WOODROSE  STREET 

PO  Box  430 

Colstrip,  MT  59323 


Located  in  Colstrip 's  Oldest  School 
Building  (circa  1924) 

'  Historic  Colstrip  Photographs 
'  Changing  Art  Exhibits 

Free  Admission 

Open  Noon-5  pm 

T\iesday  —  Friday 

(406)  748-4822 

This  ad  sponsored  by  First  Interstate  Bank 


Southeastern  Montana  Development  Corporation  offers  Coal  Mining  and  Power  Plant  Information. 

6200  Main  Street, 
Colstrip,  MT  59323 


Western  Energy  Company 

A  Montana  Power  Company 


Free  mine  tours  are  offered  May-October 
Call  (406)  748-2990  for  reservations  and  directions 
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Crow  Fair.  Uoiirue  Sexton  1  ravel  Montana  I'lioto 


Experience  the  Culture  of  the  Apsaalooke 


The  Crow 
Reservation  is 
where  culture  and 
tradition  are  a  way 
of  life,  perpetuated  from  generation  to 
generation.  Experience  the  culture  of 
the  Apsaalooke,  "Children  of  the 
Large-Beaked  Bird,"  the  Crow  People. 

A  Way  of  Life:  "Come  and  share 
with  us  our  way  of  life,  the  history 
and  nature's  beauty,  the  mountains, 
canyons,  rivers,  plains,  animals  and 
the  people,  protectors  of  sacred 
grounds. 

"Experience  what  it  is  we  must 
keep.  A  large  area  of  land  was  desig- 
nated to  the  Apsaalooke  (or  Biilooka) 
in  the  treaty  of  1851;  in  1868  precious 
portions  were  taken  away." 

Seven  Communities:  Now  on  an 
area  of  3,565  square  miles  the  Crow 
Nation  consists  of  five  main  communi- 
ties: Wyola,  very  southeast,  is  the  gate- 
way to  the  sacred  Bighorn  Mountains 
and  the  Medicine  Wheel,  where  "The 


Mighty  Few"  are  known  for  "hand 
games." 

North  of  Wyola  is  Lodge  Grass  (the 
Greasy  Grass  area  and  early  day  sum- 
mer hunting  grounds),  the  first  full 
service  town  from  the  south  on  1-90, 
home  of  the  cool,  shady  White  Arm 
Park.  A  four-day  Valley  of  the  Chiefs 
Celebration  is  held  each  4th  of  July 
here.  It  is  the  route  through  "No 
water"  and  "Rotten  Grass"  to  the 
"Valley  of  the  Chiefs."  Southwest  is 
Willow  Creek  Reservoir  for  fishing, 
boating,  sunbathing  and  picnics. 

Further  north  is  Garryowen.  A 
region  steeped  in  rich  history  that 
includes  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
National  Monument,  borders  Crow 
Agency,  hub  of  tribal  management 
and  government.  In  Crow  Agency  a 
new  Crow  /  Northern  Cheyenne 
Indian  Hospital  includes  a  very  fine 
collection  of  Crow  and  Northern 
Cheyenne  artwork  and  crafts  for  the 
enjoyment  of  visitors.  Southwest  are 


St.  Xavier  and  Fort  Smith  near 
Bighorn  Canyon  and  Yellowtail  Dam, 
the  source  of  the  Bighorn  River. 
Northwest  on  the  reservation  is  Pryor, 
home  of  Chief  Plenty  Coups  State 
Park.  The  Bighorn,  Pryor  and  Wolf 
Mountains  are  the  backdrop. 

Little  Big  Horn  College:  A  tribal 
community  college  is  also  a  nucleus  of 
Crow  Agency.  Among  the  college's 
attributes  are  its  extensive  library  and 
Crow  Archives  and  a  tourism  pro- 
gram. Apsaalooke  Tours  is  a  division 
of  the  college  which  offers  visitors  and 
tourists  catered  local  and  cultural 
achvities  and  tour  packages.  Call  (406) 
638-2228  or  638-7211,  or  write:  Little 
Big  Horn  College  Apsaalooke  Tours, 
P.O.  Box  370,  Crow  Agency,  MT  59022. 

Crow  Fair,  Teepee  Capitol  of  the 
World:  Each  year  on  the  third  week- 
end of  August  (Moon  of  heat  waves 
on  the  grass),  the  season  finale  is  the 
premier  Powwow  of  the  Plains 
Indians. 
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Welcome  to  the  Battlefield  Convenience  Center 

Crow  Agency,  Montana  59022,  Junction  Hwy.  212  &  1-90  Exit  510 

Open  Daily  Year  Round 


Co^wrboy  Shop 

O  Souvenirs  O  Gifts  O  Jewelry  O  Books 
O  Hats  O  Tack  O  T-Shlrts 

O  Indian  Beadwork 
O  Montana  Silversmiths 

(406)  638-2363 
Walt  and  Maureen  Secrest 


Crow's  Nest 

f        (406)  638-2900 

9¥  Indian  Tacos 

»►  Willy  Burger 

•»  Fresh  Fry  Bread 

Delicious  Buffalo  Steaks  &  Burgers 

9¥  Homemade  Pies 

Tour  Groups  Welcome! 


^« 


^^S'y^^'^^ 


(406)  638-4452 
Convenience  Store  •  Snacks 

•  Exxon  Gas  •  Diesel 
•  Groceries  •  Campground 


RIVER  CROW  TRADING  POST 

100%  CROW  INDIAN  OWNED 

•  Headquarters  for  Authentic  Indian-Made  Items 

•  Beadwork,  Quillwork,  Custom-made  Dancing  Outfits 

•  Pendleton  Dealership  -  Blankets,  Coats  &  Jackets 

•  Largest  Selection  of  Beads  &  Pow  Wow  Notions 

•  Montana-Made  Gifts,  Silver  &  T\irquoise  Jewelry 

•  Bighorn  River  Guided  Fishing  Trips 
Bed  &  Breakfast  in  Historic  Building 

Two  Locations  \ ' 

ir  1/4  Mile  from  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument 

^  Fort  Smith,  Montana 
Phone  (406)  638-2021   —  Fax  (406)  666-2472 


-'  Entrance  to  Little  Bigtiorn  Battlefield  &  Custer  National  Monument  -^ 
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Crow  Fair 


P-ce«sion.  Dennis  Sander.,  ttardi 


From  every  western  state  and 
Canada,  Indians  come  to  camp  along 
the  Little  Bighorn  River,  holding  spec- 
tacular parades  each  morning;  an  all- 
Indian  rodeo,  with  cowboys  from  all 
over  the  nation;  pari-mutuel  racing 
and  betting,  wild  horse  races  and 
dances.  In  Crow  Agency,  the  82nd 
annual  Crow  Fair  will  be  held  Aug. 


in  Photo  Service  Photo 


17-21,  2000. 

Other  events  to  enjoy  in  2000  are 
Valley  of  Chiefs  Powwow  and  Rodeo 
July  1-4  and  Native  American  Day, 
Sept.  22. 


Traditions:  Annually  the  communi- 
ties of  Crow  People  live 
their  tradition  and  hold 
a  variety  of  cultural 
events  such  as  hand 
I  games,  arrow  throwing, 

|t//     •  Indian  dances  and  sea- 

sonal ceremonies. 
^  Sought  after  are 

r  beaded  finery  of  the 

Crow  People.  Old  Crow 
Indian  style  designs  and 
contemporary  beaded  cre- 
ations on  traditional 
regalia  are  of  collector  cal- 
iber. Visitors  will  find 
many  artisans  and  art 
pieces. 

Cattle  drives,  trail 
rides,  camp-outs,  hiking, 
guided  tours,  jackpot 
rodeos  and  other  recreation 
are  also  available  through 
private  Native  American 
establishments  on  the  Crow 
Indian  Reservation. 

For  help  with  inter- 
pretation of  cultural  activi- 
ties, contact  the  Crow  Tribal  Office, 
P.O.  Box  159,  Crow  Agency,  MT  59022, 
(406)  638-2601  (public  relations  office, 
ext.  104  or  222). 


Steve  Shimek  Travel  Montana  Photo 


mTLE  BIG  HORN  COLLEGE 

P.O.  Box  370 

Crow  Agency,  MT  59022 

Phone:  (406)  638-7211  ext.  23 

Fax:  (406)  638-2229 

Came  tDllieCiDw  Indian 

ReservaticaiaiidcqKtimcea 

Sdbolaa^  hiterpretaixve  Tour  of 

die  Bat^  of  the  Liok  Bighom 

Join  us  in  a  guided  tour  beginning  at  the 
Battlefield  Visitors  Center,  then  proceeding 
five  miles  south  to  the  Reno-Benteen 
Battlefield,  where  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn  actually  began.  Our  passengers 
will  ride  in  a  comfortable,  air-conditioned 
van  and  be  treated  to  an  interpretive  pro- 
gram presented  by  Native  Guides.  The  tour 
will  return  to  Last  Stand  Hill  and  the 

Visitors  Center  within  1  hour. 

Tour  schedule  and  prices  are  as  follows: 

9:00  ain-10:30  am- 12:00-2:00  pin-3:30  pm 

Adults  •  $10.00 

ChUdren  -  $5.00 

Seniors:  $8.00 

Family:  $25.00  (2  adults,  2  children) 

Apsaalooke  Van  Tours  are  sponsored  by  UtSe  Big  Horn  College,  a  tribal 
community  college  located  3  miles  nortti  of  the  Battlefield. 


LITTLE  BIGHORN  CASINO 

"Across  from  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield" 

Exit  510  off  Interstate  90 

Crow  Agency,  Montana  59022 

(406)  638-4444 

FOOD,  FUN,  AND 
FORTUNE!! 

-k  100  Poker  &  Keno  Machines! 

"WIN"  $1,000  FOR  5 
QUARTERS!! 

Bingo,  Restaurant,  Discount 
Cigarettes  &  ATM  Machine 

Come  and  Enjoy  a  Day  of 

"FOOD,  FUN  &  FORTUNE" 

at  the  Little  Bighorn  Casino 
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On  a  scorching 
June  Sunday  in 
1876,  hundreds  of 
Indian  warriors 
converged  on  a 
grassy  ridge  rising  above  the  valley  of 
Montana's  Little  Bighorn  River.  On  the 
ridge,  five  companies  of  United  States 
Cavalry,  about  210  officers  and  troop- 
ers, fought  desperately  but  hopelessly 
against  many  times  their  number. 
When  the  guns  fell  silent  and  the 
smoke  and  dust  of  battle  lifted,  no  sol- 
dier survived. 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  was  creat- 
ed in  1879,  initially  to  honor  only  Lt. 
Col.  George  A.  Custer  and  U.S.  sol- 
diers killed  in  battle  June  25,  1876. 
Over  the  years  the  native  Americans 
who  fought  Custer  also  have  been 


Custer  Country  John  Brewer  Photo 

memorialized  in  what  was  one  of  their 
last  armed  efforts  to  retain  their  lands 
against  the  continued  encroachment 
by  European  cultures. 

To  understand  the  circumstances 
responsible  for  this  clash  requires  a 
detailed  explanation  of  events.  Many 
books  have  been  written  on  the  battle 
history.  The  Historic  Trails  Map  on 
page  68  follows  the  movements  of  the 
cavalry  and  the  Indian  nations  prior  to 
the  battle. 
Battlefield  Tours,  Visitor  Center 

The  Battlefield  and  the  Visitor 
Center,  which  has  an  interpretive 
museum  and  bookstore,  are  open  8-8 
every  day  in  the  summer.  There  is  a 
gate  fee  of  $6.00  per  private  vehicle  to 
visit  the  Battlefield  and  National 
Monument  Museum,  $3.00  per  pedes- 


Battlefield 

trian.  However,  those  wishing  only  to 
visit  the  Custer  National  Cemetery 
enter  free  of  charge. 

Admission  to  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  is  free  on  Memorial  Day, 
June  25  (the  anniversary  of  the  battle), 
and  August  25  (National  Parks  Day). 

Visitor  Center  Schedule 

Spring 8  A.M.  to  6  P.M. 

Summer  (Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day) 

Visitor  Center 8  A.M.  to  7:30  P.M. 

Park  Tour  Road..8  A.M.  to  9:(X)  P.M. 

Fall 8  A.M.  to  6  P.M. 

Winter 8  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M. 

Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day  Programs 

Live  ranger  programs  and  talks  are 
repeated  at  varying  times  daily. 
Visitors  should  check  at  the  visitor 
center  for  the  daily  program  schedule. 
Talks:  Battle  of  Little  Bighorn 

Road  to  the  Little  Bighorn 
Life  in  the  Encampment  - 1876 
Life  in  the  7th  Cavalry  - 1876 
Weapons  and  Tactics 
After  the  Indian  Wars 
The  Little  Bighorn  and  the 
American  Imagination 
Tours:  Apsaalooke  one-hour  guided 
bus  tours 
Self-guiding  tours 
The  Visitor  Center  interprets  the  bat- 
tle, Indian  culture,  archaeology,  and 
frontier  soldiers  in  a  variety  of 
exhibits. 

Living  history  contact  stations  are 
set  up  daily  in  the  amphitheater  area 
of  the  Visitor  Center  to  interpret  the 
life  of  the  Plains  Indians,  and  the  U.S. 
Cavalry  and  Indian  Scouts  in  1876. 

A  Junior  Ranger  Program  is  offered 
year  round.  Guest  lecturers  also  pre- 
sent special  programs  during  the  sum- 
mer. 

Since  inclement  weather  and  other 
factors  may  alter  scheduling,  no  times 
are  listed  here.  Visitors  may  check  at 
the  Visitor  Center  for  times  and  places 
or  call  (406)  638-2621. 

Located  near  Crow  Agency,  on 
Highway  212  (1-90  Exit  510),  the 
Battlefield  is  just  15  miles  east  of 
Hardin. 

NOTE:  (Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenact- 
ment  is  held  at  a  location  six  miles  west 
of  Hardin,  not  at  LBH  Battlefield.) 
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•^  Alarm  Clocks 
■^  Auto  Tour  Tapes 
^  Bells 
^  Belt  Buckles 
■^  Books 

i^  Bumper  Stickers 
it  Caps 

•A"  Ceramic  Tiles 
it  Coffee  Mugs 
it  Coloring  Books 
*■  Custer  Dolls 
it  Custer  Tuebor 
it       Medal 
'k  Desk  Flags 
"k  Desk  Clocks 
«    Flags 

i^  General  Custer's 
"*"       Bold  Coffee 
^  Hat  Cords 
Hat  Pins 
Key  Rings 
Toy  Soldiers 
Letter  Openers 
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Libbie's  Choice 

Coffee 
Magnets 
Mouse  Pads 
Note  Cards 
Patches 
Plates 
Posters 
Puzzles 
Sculptures 
Seventh  Cavalry 

Cassettes/CD's 
Shot  Glasses 
Spoons 
Thimbles 
Toys 

Trading  Cards 
T-Shirts 
Videos 
Wall  Clocks 
Watches 
Weibert  Video  on 

LBH  Battle 


"A  TRUE 

COLLECTOR'S 

ITEM" 

Anheuser  Busch  print  of 

Custer's  Last  Fight 

27  "jc  27" 

For  a  catalog  write  to: 

Reflections  of  Custer 

Box  1033  Rt.  1 

Hardin,  IVIT  59034 

Fax  (406)  665-2888 

Send  $3.00  for  catalog 

$6.00  International  (US  currency  only) 

e-mail  custer@exploremontana.com 
website:  www.exploremontana.com/custer 
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CUSTER  BATTLEFIELD 
TOURS® 

Personalized,  close-up  and  in-depth  tours 

with  1978-86  Custer  Battlefield 

Superintendent  James  Court  as  your 

guide.  (Reservations  Required) 

(406)  665-1 580 
1-800-331-1580 


® 


Custer  Battlefield  Tours 

•  Retrace  Custer's  Trail  from  the 

Yellowstone  to  the  Little  Bighorn 

•  Crows  Nest  •  Rosebud  Battlefield 

•  Sitting  Bull's  Village 

•  Archeological  Interpretation 

7  East  5th  Street 
/M'.mM  P.O.  Box  310 

yW€MmMM  Hardin,  Montana  59034 

-TjT ^         *^  FAX:  (406)  665-3133 

JjyiiyyyM  E-mail:  custertours@juno.com 

Web  Page:  actiontravel2.com 


Proposed  CBPC  Purchase 


-frfe. 


Renos  First        ^^eno's 
*V^kirmish  line        ^^^'^^^ 

i  srte 


crossing  site 


Custer  Battlefield 

Presen'ation  Committee 

PO  Box  7CC 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)665-1876 

(501C3  exempt) 


Save  the  Battlefield!  Your  Donations  needed. 

Ask  for  free  poster  with  donation  of  $25  or  more. 


May  thru  October 
Follow  the  7th  Cavalry  either  by 
horseback  or  vehicle  from  the 
Powder  River  to  the  Crow's  Nest, 
then  down  Reno  Creek  to  the  Valley 
of  the  Little  Bighorn. 

May  19-21 
Saddle  up  and  learn  the  trade  of  the 
Great  American  Cowboy;  it's  spring 
and  we  re  branding! 

June  17-25 
join  the  7th  Cavalry  and  go  on  cam- 
paign with  Custer  to  his  Last  Battle 
at  the  Reenactment! 

August  16-20 
Ride  and  drive  the  actual  trails  ol 
Custer  from  the  Yellowstone  to  the 
Battlefield  and  attend  Crow  Fair. 


Join  the  7th  Cavalry! 

A  Montana  Adventure:  Ride  die  actual  trails  of  Custer  and  relive 
the  life  of  an  1 870's  Cavalry  Trooper  or  sign  on  as  a  cowboy  to  work 
and  brand  cattle  or  simply  go  on  pleasure  rides  thru  the  scenic  'Wolf 
Mountains.  Davis  Creek  uses  authentic  equipment  to  enhance  your 
experience.  Brochures  are  available. 

John  Ludier  -  (406)  342-5423  •  Greg  Pattison  -  (406)  665-3538 
Fax  -  (406)  665-3932  •  Email:  daviscreek@mcn.net 
Davis  Creek  Camp,  Inc. 
Sarpy  Route  Box  940,  Hysham,  MT  59038 
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Custer  Country!  It's  a  land  that  tells 
the  story  of  one  of  the  most  famous 
battles  between  the  Indian  and  the 
white  man. 

But  more  than  that,  around  its  his- 
toric center  Custer  Country  is  the  trav- 
eler's discovery  land. 

For  fishermen  it's  a  paradise  of  vari- 
ety. The  famous  Yellowstone  River 
offers  rainbow  and  brown  trout, 
sauger,  catfish,  ling  and  even  the  live 
and  fighting  prehistoric  paddlefish. 
Spectacular  Bighorn  Canyon  Lake  pro- 
vides boating  and  waterskiing,  then 
spills  over  the  Yellowtail  Dam  to  nur- 
ture the  spawns  of  the  Bighorn  River, 
rated  by  many  as  the  finest  trout 
stream  in  the  country.  Fishing  sites 
offer  easy  access  to  fishing  on  all 
rivers. 

Pronghom  antelope,  golden  brown 
as  the  grasses  they  graze,  are  abun- 
dant in  Custer  Country.  And  from 
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dusk  to  dawn  the  nocturnal  whitetail 
and  mule  deer  move  from  the  river 
brushlands,  from  the  draws  and 
coulees  to  the  grassy  meadows. 

Geology  is  both  productive  and  aes- 
thefic  in  Custer  Country.  One  of  the 
world's  largest  coal  supplies  lies  just 
under  the  surface  cover  and  offers  the 
fruit  of  its  industry.  Lewis  and  Clark's 
Expedition  of  1804-1806  first  recorded 
the  unusual  rock  formations  of  the 
southeastern  Montana  region.  From 
the  rimrocks  that  frame  the  Billings 
valley,  to  Pompeys  Pillar  (a  sandstone 
formation  rising  from  "nowhere," 
named  and  inscribed  by  Captain 
William  Clark),  to  the  beauty  of  the 
badlands  of  Glendive's  Makoshika 
State  Park,  the  geology  offers  a 
rewarding  excursion  through  Custer 
Country. 

Montana  was  full  of  dinosaurs. 
Many  skeletons  have  been  found  in 


Custer  Country.  They  pose  tor  stany 
at  museums  in  Ekalaka,  Glendive,  and 
Miles  City. 

And  where  you  see  herds  of  cattle 
and  sheep  grazing  and  see  horses  run- 
ning in  the  wind,  you  find  cowboys 
and  cowgirls  holding  rodeos  and 
horse  shows.  Custer  Country's  calen- 
dar offers  a  full  scale  of  events.  Add  to 
these  the  tradition  and  spectacle  of  the 
Crow  and  Cheyenne  Indian  events, 
and  you  have  a  true  western  vacation. 

Custer  Country  is  not  lacking  in 
comfort.  In  Billings  the  region  is  ser- 
viced by  Logan  International  Airport 
with  daily  flights  into  and  out  of  all 
major  cities.  Cultural  events,  art  muse- 
ums, entertainment  and  nightlife  make 
Custer  Country  a  complete  package 
holiday  for  the  entire  family. 

— Gloria  Wester 

mkTVo  Trails  to  Destiny  painting  by  Jack  Hines 
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Custer  Battlefield 
Trading  Post  &  Cafe 

In  Our  NEW  Log  Trading  Post 


"This  is  NOT  your  average  Gift  Shop* 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 
7  Days  a  Week 


—ORIGINAL  INDIAN  ART— 

•  Handmade  Indian  Beadwork  • 

•  Montana  Made  Gifts  • 

•  Custer  Collectibles  • 

•Relics  and  Collectibles* 

Intersection  of  1-90  &  Hwy.  212 

(just  across  from  National  Monument) 

Second  Location  -  at  Custer  Battlefield  Museum 

Garryowen,  Montana  •  1-90  Exit  514 

See  ad  for  our  Billings,  Montana  location  (pg.  108) 


Restaurant 

Family  Menu 

Homemade  Soups  &  Pies 

"Indian  Tacos  Are 

Our  Specialty" 


Buses  Welcome 

(406)  638-2270 

(406)  638-2295 

generaL@mcn.  net 
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Custer  Battlefield  Museum 

^^    Garryowen,  Montana    ^^ 


1-90,  Exit  514 
SITTING  BULL'S  CAMPSITE 

HUGE  ARTIFACT  COLLECTION 

H 

TOMB  OF  THE  UNKNOWN 

SOLDIER 

m 

FAMED  DAVID  F.  BARRY 
PHOTOGRAPH  COLLECTION 


Beaded  Knife  Sheath 

The  Custer  Battlefield  Museum 

displays  have  extensive  exhibits 

of  authentic  beaded  artifacts 

from  the  Indian  Wars  period. 


Excavated  Boots 

The  only  complete  pair  of 

cavalry  boots  recovered  from  the 

Battlefield  with  initials  "WW." 

We  are  very  fortunate  to  have 

these  boots  on  exhibit.  Whose 

were  they?  Six  7th  Cavalry 

soldiers  with  the  initials  "WW" 

died  that  day. 


Custer  Battlefield  Museum  Exhibits 

Extensive  Collection  of  rare  U.S.  Cavalry  and  Indian  artifacts  with  over  100  D.F.  Barry  photographs  now  on  display  at  Custer 
Battlefield  Museum  located  at  Historic  Garryowen,  where  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn  began  at  Sitting  Bulls  camp. 


Garryowen,  MT  59031 

1-90  Exit  514 

(406)  638-1876 

www.  custermuseum.  org 

E-mail:  info@custermuseum.org 


Trading  Post  &  Picnic  Area 

•  Conoco  Gas  •  Food  •  U.S.P.O.  • 

Visitor  Information 

Historical  Collectibles 


Open  Daily  -  Sumjxier  8-9 
Winter  9-5 
12  yrs.-  64  yrs.  -  $4.00 
65  &  o\«r -  $3.00,  U  &  under-  Rrec 


We  are  a  federally  recognized  501(C)3  non-profit  corporation.  All  donations  of  any  land  are  weloMne. 
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Where  the  Battle 
of  the  Little 
Bighorn  Began 

Garryowen  is 
one  of  the  most 
historic  sites  in 
Custer  Country 
and  a  "must  see" 
for  those  interested  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Little  Bighorn  and  the  history  of  the 
American  West. 

"Garryowen,"  the  old  Irish  tune, 
was  the  regimental  marching  song  of 
the  7th  U.S.  Cavalry,  General  Custer's 
command. 

A  registered  historic  site,  Garryowen 
is  located  at  1-90  Exit  514  just  south  of 
Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  and  Custer  National 
Cemetery.  The  site  is  just  one  hour's 
drive  from  Billings,  MT,  or  from 
Sheridan,  WY. 

The  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn 
began  on  this  quiet  riverbank  when 
Seventh  Cavalry  troops  attacked 
Sitting  Bull's  camp  in  the  first  military 
action  of  the  West's  most  famous  bat- 
tle. This  grassy  riverbank  is  where 
Major  Marcus  Reno's  troops  attacked 
Sitting  Bull's  camp  on  the  afternoon  of 
June  25,  1876,  in  the  first  action  of  the 
Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn  under  Lt. 
Col.  George  A.  Custer's  command.  For 
a  century  the  battle  was  known  as 
"Custer's  Last  Stand"  or  the  "Custer 
Massacre." 

From  Garryowen,  visitors  can  view 
all  of  the  famous  locations 
associated  with  the  Battle 
of  the  Little  Bighorn, 
including  the  site  where 
Custer  was  last  seen 
alive.  Major  Reno's  hill- 
top defense  site.  Weir 
Point,  Last  Stand  Hill, 
Medicine  Tail  Coulee, 
the  Crow's  Nest  and 
Wolf  Mountains. 

The  Tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier  is  the 
site  of  one  of  the  first 
Seventh  Cavalry  casual- 
ties. It  is  the  only  soli- 
tary grave  site  dedicat- 
ed to  an  unknown  U.S. 
soldier  anywhere  in 
the  United  States 


Garryowen 


Horned 


Northern   Plains   .,_, 

Society  war  hat  circa  1870 
^uster  Battlefield  Museum 
Photo. 


"Burying  the  hatchet,"  White  Bull,  a  Sioux 
grave  of  the  unknown  soldier  at  Garryowen 

which  is  not  located  in  a  national 
cemetery.  The  granite  tomb  was  dedi- 
cated during  the  Burial  of  the  Hatchet 
ceremony  in  1926  at  Garryowen,  dur- 
ing the  50th  anniversary  commemora- 
tion of  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn. 
White  Bull,  a  Sioux  Indian,  and 
General  Godfrey  performed  the  cere- 
mony in  front  of  50,000  observers. 

The  town  is  now  privately  owned 
and  operated  by  Christopher 
Kortlander.  It  is  the  site  of  the  Custer 
Battlefield  Museum,  Garryowen 
Trading  Post,  a  federal  post  office,  gas 
station,  convenience  store  and  rest 
area. 

The  Custer  Battlefield  Museum 
houses  extensive  new  exhibits  includ- 
ing hundreds  of  Custer  Battlefield  arti- 
facts from  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn  and  the  Plains  Indian  War 
period. 

Important  Indian  War  period  arti- 
facts and  manuscripts  related  to 
Custer,  Crazy  Horse,  Sitting  Bull,  and 
the  Seventh  Cavalry,  as 
well  as  an  acclaimed  col- 
lection of  highly  historic 
photographs  by  D.F. 
Barry,  are  part  of  the 
exhibit.  Preserved,  for 
example,  is  the  contract 
for  Sitting  Bull's  appear- 
ance in  the  famous 
Buffalo  Bill  Wild  West 
Show. 

A  lock  of  Custer's 
hair.  Captain  Tom  W. 
Custer's  Kerr  revolver. 
Crow  Dog's  rifle,  war 
clubs  and  trade  knives, 
cavalry  spurs  and  boots, 
an  Army  pistol  dropped 
on  the  Reno  retreat 
route. ..still  fully  loaded... 


Indian  and  General  Godfrey  shake  hands  at  the 
on  June  25, 1926.  Elsa  Spear  Bryon  Photo 

are  all  a  part  of  this  world-class  exhib- 
it. 

A  significant  collection  of  battle-vin- 
tage beaded  clothing  on  exhibit  adds 
to  bronzes,  paintings  and  other  memo- 
rabilia to  create  a  highly  educational 
tour  through  the  vanished  American 
frontier. 

The  Custer  Battlefield  Museum  is 
open  every  day  of  the  year  except  holi- 
days. 

For  tourist  information  about 
Garryowen,  call  (406)  638-2020. 


KANCB 


SISTOmCAL 

Touns 

Where  horses  &  history 

Come  Together! 

Private  custom  tours. 

Executive  retreat  packages. 

Families  welcome. 

2  miles  from  the  battle  of 

THE  Little  Bighorn. 
Ride  the  trails  Custer  rode. 

Reno  Creek  Road 

Garryowen,  MT  59031 

Ph/Fax  (406)  638-2438  or 

1-800-371-7963 

E-mail  WattsLn@mcn.net 

www.historicwest.com 
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2000  Vacation  Planner 

Custer  Country 


Montanas 


2000  Events  in  Custer  Country,  Montana,  USA 
Events  in  bold  include  pow-wows,  rodeos  and  horse  shows 

ABT  — Alberta  Bair  Theater  in  Billings 

BST — Billings  Studio  Theatre  in  Billings 

WHC — Western  Heritage  Center  in  Billings 

JHG — ^JailHouse  Gallery  in  Hardin 

CCAC — Custer  County  Art  Center  in  Miles  City 

APRIL.  2000 

MSU  Pow  Wow,  Metra,  Billings 1 

American  Orchid  Society  Show,  Gainan's  Greenhouse,  Billings 1-2 

JailHouse  Gallery  (JHG)  Mini  Quilts  Contest/Show,  Hardin 4-28 

NILE  Bull  Rider's  Invitational,  Metra,  Billings 7-8 

Billings  Gun  Show,  Metra,  Billings 7-9 

Billings  Bulls  Hockey  Playoffs,  Metra,  Billings 10-29 

Gallagher,  ABT,  Billings 12 

Spring  Fling  Home  Garden  &  Sports  Expo,  Glendive 14-15 

Earth  Year  2000,  ZooMontana,  Billings 14-15 

Lettice  and  Lovage,  BST,  Billings 14-16,  20-22 

Billings  Symphony,  Masterworks,  Orchestra  &  Chorale,  Billings 15 

Ahn  Trio,  ABT,  Billings 16 

Grand  Night  for  Singing-Montana  Rep.,  ABT,  Billings 22 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Casper  Cavalry,  Metra,  Billings 23 

Barrage,  ABT,  Billings 28 

Miles  City  Community  College  Rodeo,  Miles  City 28-30 

Bull-A-Rama,  Miles  City 29 

Springfest  Sacred  Heart  Auction,  Miles  City 29 

MAY.  2000 

Elsa  Spear  Byron  and  Joel  Ostlind  "Times  to  Remember"  Art  Show, 

JHG,  Hardin 3-31 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Madison  Mad  Dogs,  Metra,  Billings 5 

Artwalk  Downtown,  Billings 5 

Quilt  Show,  Glendive 5-6 

Spring  Fever  Car — Truck  Show  &  Auction,  Miles  City 6 

Bump  &  Rim  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 7 

Diavolo,  ABT,  Billings 8 

Montana  Special  Olympics,  Metra,  BiUings 10-12 

Steven  Ambrose  Lewis  &  Clark  Lecture,  ABT,  Billings 11 

Doctor  Dolittle,  BST,  Billings 11-14 

Western  Art  Roundup,  CCAC,  Miles  City 11-July  2 

NILE  AQHA  Horse  Show,  Metra,  BUlings 12-14 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Bismarck  Blaze,  Metra,  Billings 13 

Montana  Women's  Run,  Billings 13 

ABATE  Motorcycle  Show,  Glendive 13 

City-wide  Garage  Sale,  Glendive 13 


Little  Bighorn  Days  Parade.  Travel  Montana  Photo 

Pari-mutuel  Horse  Racing,  Miles  City 13 

2000  Wine  Festival,  MSU-BUUngs,  Billings 15-20 

Paddlefish  Season,  Glendive 15-June  30 

Bucking  Horse  Sale,  Miles  City 19-21 

Bucking  Horse  Sale  Parade,  Miles  City 20 

Quick  Draw  Art  &  Auction,  CCAC,  Miles  City 20 

Heart  &  Sole  Run,  lOK,  2  Mile  Health  Walk,  Billings 20 

Annie,  ABT,  BiOings 20 

Fossil,  Gem  &  Mineral  Extravaganza  Show  &  Sale,  Billings 20-21 

Alzada  Kids  Rodeo,  Alzada 26 

Turn  &  Bum  Montana  Style,  Metra,  Billings 26-28 

Dance  Showcase,  ABT,  Billings 27 

Redwater  Run,  Glendive 27 

Lame  Deer  Memorial  Pow-wow  &  Rodeo,  Lame  Deer 27-29 

JUNE.  2000 

Billings  Micro  Brew  Festival,  Billings 2-3 

Gypsy,  BST,  BiUings 2-4,  7-11,  13-17 

MQHYA  Horse  Show,  Metra,  Billings 2-4 

Forsyth  Rodeo  Days  Featuring  NRA  Rodeo  &  Parade,  Forsyth 2-4 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  LaCrosse  River  Rats,  BiUings 3 

Family  Day  Vintage  Car  Run,  Richey 3 

Country  Fair  at  the  Moss  Mansion,  Billings 3 

Powder  River  Buffalo  Shoot,  Broadus 3-4 

NILE  Paint  Horse  Sale,  Metra,  Billings 3-4 

3  on  3  Basketball  Tournament,  Miles  City 3-4 

Missouri  Breaks  photos  by  Dennis  Sanders,  JHG,  Hardin 3-July  31 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 4 

Big  Sky  Classic  &  Derby,  BiUings 8-11 

SUver  CoUectors  Car  Auction,  HoUday  Inn  Grand,  BiUings 9-10 

MT  Reining  Assoc.  Show,  Metra,  BUlings 9-11 

Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra,  Billings 9-11 

Strawberry  Arts,  Crafts  &  Jazz  Festival,  Billings 10 

Cowboy  Poetry  &  Chili  Cookoff,  Miles  City 10 

Buzzard  Days  at  Makoshika  State  Park,  Glendive 10 

BiUings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Topeka  Knights,  Metra,  Billings 10 

2nd  Saturday  Family  Tour:  How  We  Communicate,  WHC,  Billings...  10 

Bead  and  Rubber  Stamp  Show,  Metra,  Billings 10-11 

Festival  of  Cultures,  Billings 11 

Colstrip  Days,  Parade,  Carnival,  Colstrip 16-18 

Montana  Reenactment  2000,  Near  Pompeys  PiUar 16-18 

MT  vs.  ND  FootbaU  Game,  Miles  City 17 

Grant  Marsh,  Early  Steamboat  Captain,  WHC,  Billings 17 

Highland  Festival,  Miles  City 17 

Matthew  Quigley  Shoot,  Forsyth 17-18 

Border  Collie  Trials,  Hardin 17-18 

Arabian/Morgan  Horse  Show,  Metra,  Billings 17-18 

World  Championship  Wrestling,  Metra,  BUlings 19 

ZooGrass  Festival,  BiUings 20 


Rodeo  Action.  Gary  Wunderwald  Travel  Montana  Photo 
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High  Tea  &  1876  Ball  Dance  Lessons,  Hardin 21 

Montana  State  High  School  Rodeo,  Miles  City 21-25 

Little  Big  Horn  Days,  Hardin 21-25 

Dance  Lessons  for  1876  Grand  Ball  &  Wine/ Cheese  Social,  Hardin  ...22 

1876  Grand  Ball  &  Chuckwagon  Barbecue,  Hardin 22 

Trial  of  George  Armstrong  Custer,  Hardin 23 

Youth  Parade,  Hardin 23 

Badlands  Drifters  Classic  Car  Show,  Glendive 23-24 

Yost  Team  Roping,  Metra,  Billings 23-25 

Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment,  Hardin 23-25 

"When  the  West  was  Wild"  Parade,  Hardin 24 

Miss  Montana  Pageant,  ABT,  Billings 24 

2nd  Annual  Crow  Native  Days  Celebration,  Crow  Agency 24 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Fargo  Freeze,  Metra,  Billings 24 

Little  Levi  Rodeo,  Broadus 24 

Moss  Mansion  Garden  Tour,  Billings 24 

Western  Days  Celebration,  Billings 24-25 

Country  Breakfast  &  Old  Time  Gospel  Service,  Museum,  Hardin 25 

Concert  in  the  Park  and  Picnic  on  the  Green,  Billings 25 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Black  Hills  Machine,  Metra,  Billings 30 

Eastern  Montana  -Ski  Festival,  Wibaux 30-July  2 

JULY.  2000 

Joe  Montana  Days,  Ismay 1-2 

Lame  Deer  Pow-wow,  Lame  Deer 1-4 

Valley  of  The  Chiefs  Pow-wow  and  Rodeo,  Lodge  Grass 1-4 

Parade,  Nightshow,  Fireworks,  Roundup 2 

Ranch  Rodeo,  Parade,  Night  Show,  Ismay 3 

Parade,  Street  Dance,  Pancake  Breakfast,  Fireworks,  Laurel 3-4 

4th  of  July  Celebration,  Parade  &  NRA  Rodeo,  Roundup 3-4 

4th  of  July  Fireworks  and  Celebration,  Baker 4 

4th  of  July  Parade,  Freedom  Run,  Rodeo,  Broadus 4 

Fireworks  Display  at  Belltower,  15  Miles  South  of  Ekalaka 4 

Independence  Day  Derby  &  Parade,  Glendive 4 

SL  Xavier  Amateur  Rodeo,  Talent  Show  &  Fireworks,  Hardin 4 

Fourth  of  July  Celebration,  Hysham 4 

VFW  Fireworks,  Miles  City 4 

Amateur  Rodeo,  Terry 4 

Parade,  Barbecue,  Games,  Street  Dance,  Wibaux 4 

Gold  Wing  Road  Riders  Assn.,  Billings 4-7 

"Unfettered  Spirit,"  CCAC,  Miles  City 6-August  20 

Depot  Days,  BiUings 7-9 

Yellowstone  River  Boat  Float,  Laurel 7-9 


Balloon  Festival  in  Billings.  John  Brewer  Photo 


Clark  Day  at  Pompeys  Pillar.  John  Brewer  Photo 

Family  Tour:  How  We  Make  Things,  WHC,  Billings 8 

5th  Annual  Hot  Irons  Event,  Billings 8 

Deb  Wobig  Memorial  Barrel  Racing,  Hardin 8-9 

Bill  Newhouse  Legion  Baseball  Tournament,  Miles  City 11-16 

Crazy  Days,  Miles  City 14-15 

Fort  Keogh  Days  5th  Infantry  Encampment,  Miles  City 14-16 

Big  Sky  Slate  Games,  Billings 14-16 

Tri-County  Horse  Show,  Roundup 15 

A  Day  at  a  Montana  Homestead,  WHC,  Billings 15 

Annual  Homesteader  Days,  Huntley  Project 15-16 

SummerFair,  Billings 15-16 

Pioneer  Day,  Miles  City 16 

Richey  Rodeo,  Richey 16 

Musselshell  County  and  4-H  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Roundup 18-22 

Clark  Bottom  Rendezvous,  Laurel 19-24 

Big  Skyfest,  Oscar's  Park,  Billings 20-23 

Rosebud-Treasure  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Forsjfth 20-23 

Broadus  Team  Roping,  Broadus 28-30 

Terry  Yippee  Day,  3K  and  5K  rvms,  Terry 29 

American  Legion  Youth  Rodeo,  Ekalaka 29 

Thunderbirds  Air  Show,  Billings 29-30 

Great  American  Championship  Motorcycle  HiUdimb,  BiUings 29-30 

Todd  Harris  Memorial  Softball  Tournament,  Broadus 29-30 

Clark  Day,  Pompeys  Pillar  National  Landmark 30 

Big  Horn  County  Youth  Fair,  Hardin 31-August6 

AUGUST.  2000 

"Images  of  an  Idyllic  Past"  E.  S.  Curtis  photos,  jHC,  Hardin  ..3-Sept.  30 

Crazy  Days,  Broadus 5 

Top  of  the  Mountain  Geology  Tour,  Red  Lodge,  WHC,  Billings 5 

Crow  Traditional  Lifeways,  Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park, 

Pryor 5,12,26 

Yellowstone  River  Duck  Fest/ Classic  Car  Show,  Micfobrew  Fest, 

Forsyth 5 

Billings  Hispanic  Fiesta,  Billings 5-6 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 6 

Premiere  Cattle  Drive,  Broadus 6-11 

Dawson  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Glendive 9-13 

Timed  Event  Challenge  Rodeo,  Broadus 10 

Powder  River  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Broadus 10-12 

Day's  of  '85  Fair,  Rodeo,  and  Parade,  Ekalaka 10-13 

Matched  Bronc  &  Bull  Ride,  Broadus 11 

(Continued  on  Page  66) 
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2000  Custer  Country  Calendar 


1 
X 

Colorful  Pow-wow  Traditions.  Donnie  Sexton  Photo 

Carter  County  Quilt  Show,  Ekalaka 11-13 

Family  Tour:  How  We  Stay  Safe  and  Well,  WHQ  Billings 12 

High  Plains  Classic  Car  Show,  Miles  City 12 

MontanaFair  and  Rodeo,  Metra,  Billings 12-19 

3-D  Archery  Shoot,  Broadus 13 

Roundup  Cattle  Drive,  Roundup 13-18 

Prairie  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Terry 17-20 

Crow  Fair  Pow-wow  and  Rodeo,  Crow  Agency 17-21 

Relay  for  Life,  Miles  City 18-19 

Theater  hi  The  Park,  Glendive 18-19 

Fallon  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Baker 18-20 

Twelfth  Annual  Threshing  Bee,  Huntley  Project 19-20 

Eastern  Montana  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Miles  City 24-27 

Wibaux  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Wibaux 25-27 

Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra,  Billings 25-27 

Schooldays  and  Schoolmarms,  WHC,  Billings 26 

25th  Annual  Art  Auction  Exhibit,  CCAC,  Miles  City 26-Sept.  29 

Pari-mutuel  Horse  Racing,  Metra,  Billings 26-Sept.  17 

Bump  and  Rim  Rally,  Miles  City 27 

SEPTEMBER.  2000 

Girls  Native  American  Basketball,  Metra,  Billings 1-2 

Country  Music  Weekend,  Miles  City 1-3 

Ashland  Labor  Day  Pow-wow,  Ashland 1-4 

Yearling  Futurity  &  Horse  Sale,  Broadus 2-3 

Bluegrass  Music  Festival,  Miles  City 2-3 

Custer's  Labor  Day  Roping  and  Dance,  Custer 2-3 

Performance  Horse  Futurity,  Broadus 2-3 

Horse  Racing,  Metra,  Billings 2-17 

Quarter  Horse  Show  &  Sale,  Broadus 3 

Miles  City  Roundup,  Miles  City 4 

Undercover  Gals  Quilt  Show,  Becker  Hotel,  Hardin 5-10 

Home  Improvement  Show,  Metra,  Billings 8-10 

Central  Montana  Reining  Assn.,  Metra,  Billings 8-10 

Farmer /Rancher  Banquet,  Miles  City 9 

Medicine  Rocks  Black  Powder  Shoot,  Ekalaka 9-10 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 10 

Ram  Sale,  Miles  City 14 

Billings  Gun  Show,  Metra,  Billings 15-17 

NILE  AQHA  Horse  Show,  Metra,  Billings 15-17 

Montana  Woodcarvers  Show,  Metra,  Billings 15-17 

Eastern  Montana  Diocese  Millennium  Celebration,  Billings 15-17 

Nez  Perce  Pipe  Ceremony,  Canyon  Creek  Battle  Anniv., 

Laurel  (tentative) 13 


Quilt  Show,  Broadus lb 

POW/ML\  Celebration,  Miles  City 16 

Draft  Horse  Show,  Hardin 16-17 

Historic  Bell  Street  Bridge  Day  and  Badlands  Run,  Glendive 17 

Montana  Marathon,  YMCA,  Billings 17 

Miles  City  Community  College  Rodeo,  Miles  City 21-24 

MT  Team  Roping  Finals,  Metra,  Billings 21-24 

Native  American  Day  HoUday 22 

Herbstfest,  Laurel 22-24 

Fall  Festival,  Miles  City 23 

Art  Auction,  CCAC,  Miles  City 29 

OCTOBER.  2000 

"21st  Custer  Country  Traveling  Collection"  Show,  JHG,  Hardin 3-28 

Ducks  Unlimited,  Holiday  Irm  Grand,  Billings 4 

Artwalk  DowntowTi,  Billings 6 

Eastern  Star  100th  Anniversary,  Miles  City 7 

Annual  Praise  Festival,  Laurel 10 

NILE  Stock  Show  &  Rodeo,  Metra,  Billings 14-21 

Ski  Swap,  Holiday  Inn  Grand,  Billings 27-29 

Halloween  Parade,  Roundup 31 

NOVEMBER.  2000 

JailHouse  Gallery  Area  Artist  Show,  Hardin 3-  December  16 

Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra,  BilUngs 10-12 

Veteran's  Day  Pow-wow,  Ashland 11 

Eagles  Bazaar,  Miles  City 18 

Boys/Girls  Club  Youth  Pow-wow,  Ashland 23 

Christmas  Walk  and  Parade  of  Lights,  Forsyth 24 

HoUday  Light  Parade,  Glendive 24 

Rainbow  Hohday  Bazaar,  HoUday  Inn  Grand,  Billings 24-25 

Christmas  Market,  Miles  City 24-25 

BEA  Christmas  Fair,  HoUday  Inn  Grand,  BUUngs 26 

Festival  of  Trees,  Metra,  BilUngs 30-Dec.  3 

DECEMBER.  2000 

Christmas  Stroll,  Roundup 1 

Chamber  of  Commerce  Appreciation  Day,  Wibaux 2 

Cowtown  Classic  Basketball,  Miles  City 2-3 

Christmas  to  Remember,  Laurel 3 

Christmas  Stroll,  Broadus 4 

Christmas  Stroll,  Miles  City 8 

Native  American  Basketball,  Metra,  Billings 8-9 

Chase  Hawks  Memorial  Rough  Stock 

Invitational  Rodeo,  Billings 16 

Busby  Christmas  Pow-wow,  Busby 24-26 

Lame  Deer  New  Year's  Pow-wow,  Lame  Deer 31-January  2 

JANUARY.  2001 

CCAC  Trash  &  Treasure  Sale,  Miles  City 13 

Thunder  Nationals  Monster  Truck  Show,  Metra,  BilUngs 20 

FEBRUARY.  2001 

Cowtown  Beef  Breeders  Show,  Miles  City 2 

NRA  Rodeo,  Metra,  Billings 2-4 

AU  Class  Wrestling,  Meh-a,  BilUngs 9-10 

Miles  City  Chamber  Rodeo  Benefit  Auction  &  Dinner,  Miles  City 10 

M.A.T.E.  Show,  Meti-a,  BilUngs 15-17 

Antique  Show  &  Sale,  Metra  Pavilion,  Billings 23-25 

Billings  Recreation  Show,  Metra,  Billings 23-25 


Statewide  Calendar: 
Travel  Montana, 
P.O.  Box  7549 
Missoula,  MT  59807 
http:  /  /  visitmt.com 
1-800-847-4868 
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Zuster^sLast  March 

The  most  renowned  historic  site  in 
ill  of  Montana's  Custer  Country  is  the 
Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  (formerly  Custer 
Battlefield).  The  preserved  battlefield, 
monument  and  cemetery  are  a  lasting 
symbol  of  one  of  the  most  significant 
battles  fought  in  the  West.  (A  project 
is  currently  underway  to  add  a  monu- 
ment to  the  Indians  who  fought.) 

The  battle  has  been  re 


t^^^ied  and  counterattacked.  Reynolds 
%tfct(ack  to  the  main  column.  Crook 
and  his  command  returned  to  Fort 
Fetterman  for  two  months. 

The  victorious  Indian  village  con- 
sisted of  about  a  hundred  lodges  of 
Oglalas,  Miniconjous,  and 

Cheyennes.  After  the  soldiers  with- 
drew, the  warriors  reclaimed  their  vil- 
lage and  moved  downstream,  then 
over  to  the  East  Fork  of  the  Little 

.Powde*  River  to  unite  with  Crazy 


t^Kit"^  mzmtv^.l^^^s^^iw'ilii^.si^lm^gmii 


War/'  and  the  "Sioux  War  of  1876." 

To  understand  the  circumstances 
responsible  for  this  bloody  clash  of 
June  25, 1876,  requires  a  detailed  expla- 
nation of  events.  Many  books  have 
been  written  on  the  battle  history. 
Others  deal  with  the  conjectures  and 
philosophies  that  attempt  to  sort  out 
the  facts  of  the  battle  where  all  210  cav- 
alrymen died.  Not  one  lived  to  tell  the 
tale.  In  fact,  only  one  of  their  horses, 
Comanche,  survived.  Because  of  the 
pressure  of  the  government  on  their 
Lifestyles,  Indians  involved  in  the  battle 
refused  to  tell  the  details.  For  books  or 
information,  contact  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  National  Monument  Visitor 
Center,  Crow  Agency,  MT  59022, 
phone  (406)  638-2621. 

The  Indian  Trail 

An  event  on  March  17,  1876,  gave 
unmistakable  notice  to  the  Indians  that 
the  soldiers  meant  war  if  the  Indians 
did  not  move  onto  the  reservations. 
Under  the  command  of  Gen.  George 
Crook,  Col.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  and  six 
companies  of  cavalry  attacked  an 
Indian  camp  on  the  Powder  River  on 
that  cold  morning.  Surprised  Indians 


to  find  Sitting  Bull,  who  was  camped 
about  60  miles  farther  north  on  another 
branch  of  the  Powder  River.  Little  by 
httle,  as  word  of  the  war  spread  from 
one  camp  to  another,  the  Indians  came 
together  for  self-defense.  In  the  spring, 
their  kinsmen  from  the  agencies  joined 
them. 

By  early  June  they  had  reached  a 
strength  of  about  400  lodges — about 
3,000  people,  including  about  800  war- 
riors. 

On  June  18  the  Indians  struck  camp, 
journeyed  down  Reno  Creek  to  the 
Little  Bighorn,  then  turned  south  up 
the  valley  and  pitched  their  teepees. 
Here,  a  short  distance  above  the  mouth 
of  Reno  Creek,  they  stayed  six  days. 
Other  Indians  joined  them  here, 
increasing  their  numbers  to  1,000 
lodges,  7,000  people,  and  2,000  war- 
riors. 

Their  need  for  food  would  foil  battle 
tactics,  for  on  June  24,  though  the  tribal 
leaders  had  planned  a  movement  far- 
ther up  the  Little  Bighorn,  when  ante- 
lope were  spotted,  the  Indian  people 
moved  the  village  northward,  back 
down  the  Little  Bighorn  in  the  direction 
from  which  they  had  come.  When  the 


sun  rose  June  25,  1876,  the^bpcnans 
were  closer  than  Custer  expected  to 
find  them. 

The  Custer  Trail 

On  May  17, 1876,  about  956  officers 
and  men  of  the  U.S.  Army  marched 
westward  out  of  Fort  Abraham 
Lincoln,  south  of  what  is  now 
Mandan,  North  Dakota.  They  were 
under  orders  to  subjugate  Sioux  and 
Cfeey^nne  Indians  whp  refused  to  stay 


Alfred  H.  Terry.  One  of  his  staff  officers 
was  Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer, 
a  Civil  War  hero. 

The  troops  entered  present  day 
Montana  just  south  of  where  Wibaux  is 
now  located,  and  moved  along  the 
Yellowstone  River  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tongue  River,  then  progressed  up  the 


v7 

Sitting  Bull,  Leader  of  the  Sioux 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  Archives  Photo 
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Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  Archives  Photo 

Yellowstone  River  to  camp  a  few  miles 
east  of  Rosebud  Creek. 

One  column,  led  by  Gen.  George 
Crook,  was  attacked  and  forced  to  turn 
back  at  the  six-hour  Battle  of  the 
Rosebud  on  June  17.  Maj.  Marcus  Reno 
had  been  only  40  miles  from  the  inci- 
dent when  it  occurred.  He  carried  the 
news  back  to  Gen.  Terry. 

The  other  two  columns,  under  Col. 
John  Gibbon  and  Terry,  joined  on  the 
Yellowstone  River  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rosebud  River.  From  here,  Terry  laid 
plans  to  locate  the  Indians,  then 
believed  to  be  in  the  Little  Bighorn 
Valley.  Bent  over  a  map  in  the  cabin  of 
the  Far  West  steamer,  orders  were  for- 
mulated. Taking  Gibbon's  column  up 
on  the  Yellowstone  to  approach  the  val- 
ley from  the  north,  Terry  sent  Custer 
and  the  7th  Cavalry  on  a  wide  sweep  to 
the  south  to  approach  it  from  the  oppo- 
site direction.  The  strategy  was  to  catch 
the  Indians  between  the  two  forces. 

Before  setting  out,  the  7th  Cavalry 
passed  in  review  before  their  leaders: 
31  officers,  566  enlisted  men,  35  Indian 
scouts,  a  dozen  packers,  guides  and 
other  employees.  Custer's  mission  was 
to  march  up  the  Rosebud  following  the 
Indian  trail.  If  it  turned  to  the  Little 
Bighorn,  he  was  still  to  continue  up  the 
Rosebud  before  swinging  west  to  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Little  Bighorn. 

His  troops  covered  12  miles  the  after- 
noon of  the  first  day,  30  miles  each  of 
the  next  two  days.  A  marker  between 
Colstrip  and  Lame  Deer  points  out  one 
of  the  encampments.  On  June  23  they 
struck  an  Indian  trail  that  Major  Reno 
had  already  examined.  On  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  they  paused  at  the  site 
where  the  Sioux  had  staged  a  sun 
dance  earlier  in  the  month.  Suddenly 
the  trail  turned  fresh.  The  scouts  said 


the  Indians  were  as  near  as  20  miles. 

At  the  noon  stop,  scouting  reports 
said  that  the  Indians  were  on  the  lower 
Little  Bighorn.  Custer  decided  to  cut 
across  there  to  get  the  Sioux  before  they 
scattered  and  got  away.  His  troops 
marched  out  at  midnight.  Early  the 
next  morning,  two  parties  of  Sioux 
were  spotted.  Fearing  that  they  would 
warn  and  disperse  the  Indians,  Custer 
decided  to  strike  as  soon  as  possible. 
Five  troops  went  with  Mm,  three  each 
with  Reno  and  Capt.  Frederick 
Benteen. 

The  movements  of  the  Custer,  Reno, 
and  Benteen  commands  are  well 
detailed  at  the  national  monument 
Visitor  Center  and  in  the  official  "Little 
Bighorn  Battlefield"  National  Park 
Handbook. 

When  the  dust  settled  on  June  25, 
Custer's  210  cavalrymen  had  died. 
Reno  and  Benteen' s  troops  fought  on, 
east  of  the  last  stand  site. 

On  June  27  the  Far  West  anchored  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Little  Bighorn  and 
the  Bighorn  Rivers  near  present  day 
Hardin.  On  the  28th,  the  survivors  of 
the  Reno /Benteen  troops  were  taken  to 
the  steamer.  On  the  30th,  they  started 
down  river  with  the  survivors  and 
Capt.  Keogh's  horse,  Comanche. 

Near  present  day  Terry,  MT  is  one  of 
Custer's  campsites,  where  his  troops 
carved  their  names  on  Sheridan  Butte 
along  the  Yellowstone  River.  The 
names  are  still  visible  to  adventurers 
who  hike  to  see  them.  The  Far  West 
docked  near  Terry,  and  graves  mark 
the  Reno /Benteen  troops  who  died  of 
battle  wounds  and  were  buried  when 
the  steamer  docked. 

The  Last  Stand  Reenactment  is  held 
each  June  in  Hardin.  (See  page  71.) 

The  Nez  Perce  Trail 

In  1877  a  large  group  of  non-treaty 
Nez  Perce  Indians  passed  through  the 
Custer  Country  Region,  led  by  chiefs 
White  Bird,  Looking  Glass,  Tu-huul- 
huul-hutsiut.  Lean  Elk,  Husis-kute  and 
Joseph.  They  fought  a  battle  with  the 
military,  led  by  Col.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis, 
in  the  hills  north  of  Laurel,  MT,  now 
known  as  the  Canyon  Creek  Battlefield. 

In  their  flight  from  northern  Oregon 
toward  asylum  in  Canada,  the  band  of 
about  800  people,  including  125  war- 
riors, carried  by  2,000  horses  (mainly 
Appaloosa),  traveled  over  1,700  miles. 
They  fled  and  fought  skirmishes  first 
east  across  Idaho,  then  south  through 
Idaho,  then  across  Yellowstone  Park, 


east  across  a  corner  of  Wyoming,  then 
up  the  Clark's  Fork  River.  An  eyewit- 
ness account  by  Andrew  (Jack)  Garcia, 
a  civilian  employee  with  Sturgis'  com- 
mand, quoted  in  the  Laurel  newspaper 
in  1937,  states  that  the  Nez  Perce 
crossed  the  Yellowstone  River  on  a  ford 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Clark's  Fork, 
about  where  the  present  highway 
bridge  crosses  the  stream. 

The  Indians,  said  Garcia,  moved  east- 
ward after  crossing  the  river  and  raided 
the  stage  station  on  the  Bozeman  Trail, 
near  the  mouth  of  Canyon  Creek.  The 
Indians  then  moved  northwest,  head- 
ing for  the  mouth  of  the  canyon  north 
of  Laurel.  The  soldiers  took  an  angling 
course  from  the  river  to  intercept  the 
Nez  Perce  before  they  reached  the 
canyon.  He  said  the  battle  began  about 
4:00  p.m.  Using  tactics  that  earned 
Joseph  the  title  of  "Indian  Napoleon," 
the  warriors  engaged  the  soldiers, 
allowing  the  main  body  to  move  to 
safety.  At  dark,  the  thousands  of 
rounds  of  firing  ceased,  and  the  war- 
riors took  their  people  across  country 
to  the  Musselshell  River. 

Following  a  skirmish  at  Cow  Island 
on  the  Missouri  River,  the  Nez  Perce 
band  moved  to  a  camp  thirty  miles 
south  of  the  Canadian  border.  The  com- 
mand of  General  Miles,  later  joined  by 
General  Howard,  surrounded  them 
there.  On  October  5,  1877,  Chief  Joseph 
gave  his  moving  speech:  "Hear  me,  my 
chiefs.  I  am  tired.  My  heart  is  sick  and 
sad.  From  where  the  sun  now  stands,  I 
will  fight  no  more  forever." 

A  statue  of  the  famous  chief  is  in  the 
park  in  downtown  Laurel.  A  marker 
seven  miles  north  of  the  town  com- 
memorates the  Canyon  Creek  Battle. 

A  map  and  brochure  of  the  Nez  Perce 
Trail  are  available  for  a  nominal  fee 
from  BLM,  111  Garry owen  Road,  Miles 
City,  MT  59301. 


Nez  Perce  Chief  Joseph 
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In  Hardin, 

Big  Horn  County 

Montana 


Feel  the  Exc 


Military  Ball 
John  Brewer  Photo 


Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment 
John  Brewer  Photo 
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Thomas  &  Brian  Vallie  at  Crow  Fair 

Donnie  Sexton  Travel  Montana  Photo 


Hardin  Golf  Course 

John  Brewer  Photo 


Take  a  turn  at  Western  Dancing 

John  Brewer  Photo 


Vacations  that  are  a  Big  Sky  adventure  —  horizon  to  horizon 
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Hardin  is  the 
heart  of  Custer 
Country.  Custer 
meets  his  demise 
here  every  year. 
Civilized  fun  and  comforts  include  a 
pioneer  museum,  an  art  gallery,  trad- 
ing posts,  a  variety  of  interesting 
shops,  a  kiddie  playground,  an  indoor 
swimming  pool  and  exercise  rooms, 
and  a  golf  course. 
All  the  Comforts 

Accommodations:  Motels,  camp- 
grounds and  restaurants  will  keep  you 
comfortable  while  you  explore  the 


Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  and  Custer 
Nahonal  Cemetery,  Bighorn  Canyon 
National  Recreation  Area,  Yellowtail 
Dam,  and  the  Bighorn  River.  Bed  and 
breakfast  facilities  offer  tum-of-the- 
century  atmosphere  in  restored  build- 
ings from  the  original  town  of  Hardin. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Hospitality: 
Besides  being  the  home  of  Custer's 
Last  Stand  Reenactment  and  Little  Big 
Horn  Days,  Hardin  has  other  events 
from  rodeos  and  parades  to  street 
dances,  from  art  and  craft  shows  to 
quilt  shows.  See  the  calendar  of  events 
in  this  section,  or  call  the  Chamber  of 


Commerce  office  for  details 
(406)  665-1672. 

Looking  Back:  Historians  say  the 
town  was  named  for  Samuel  H. 
Hardin,  a  cattle  man  from  Wyoming 
who  leased  tracts  of  land  on  the  Crow 
Reservation  to  range  his  cattle.  Local 
industry  now  includes  farming  and 
ranching,  surface  coal  mining,  fishing 
and  recreational  opportunities. 

Crops  and  Critters:  You'll  see  sugar 
beets,  com,  wheat,  and  barley  in  the 
fields.  The  raising  of  beef  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  and  quarter  horses  is  part  of  the 
livestock  economic  picture. 
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Family  Owned  &  Operated 
Non-Smoking  Rooms  Available 


Lariat  Motel 

709  North  Center  Avenue 

Hardin,  Montana  59034 

Phone  (406)  665-2683 

FAX  (406)  665-3036 


•  Year  Around  Low  Rates 

•  Air  Conditioned 

•  CabU  TV-  HBO 

•  Direct  Dial  Phones 


Western  Hospitality 


*  Quiet  Downtoum  Location 

•  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

•  Pets  Welcome 

•  15  Miles  to  ''Custer  Battlefield" 


AMERICAN  INN 

FAR  WEST  CASINO  &  FAMILY  RESTAURANT 

15  MILES  TO  LITTLE  BIGHORN  BATTLEFIELD  «   « 


POOL  •  HOT  TUB  •  140'  WATERSLIDE 


FAR  WEST  CA$l|!m  &lBES:]^ 


42  ROOMS  -  2  GUEST  LAUNDRIES  -  LARGER  FAMILY  UNITS  -  HONEYMOON  SUITE 
1-90  &  Exit  #495  -  1324  N.  Crawford  Ave  -  (406)  665-1870  -  FAX  (406)  665-1615 

RESERVATIONS  &  INFORMATION  1-800-582-8094 

Email  kenh@mcn.net 
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Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment 

The  most  controversial  battle  in 
American  histo- 
ry is  fought 
again  at  one  of 
Custer 
Country's 
biggest  armual 
attractions  —  the 
world-famous 
Custer's  Last 
Stand 
Reenactment. 

Sioux,  Northern 
Cheyenne,  and 
Arapaho  warriors 
under  the  leader- 
ship of  Sitting  Bull, 
Crazy  Horse,  and 
Gall  fight  George 
Armstrong  Custer's 
Seventh  Cavalry 

troopers  four  times,  June  23-25,  2000, 
the  weekend  closest  to  the  anniversary 


Davis 


of  the  original  1876  conflict. 

The  performances  are  at  1 :30 
p.m.  on  Friday,  1:30  and 
5:00  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
and  1:30  p.m.  on  Sunday. 
Tickets  cost  $15  and  $6 
for  children  (5  and 
under  free). 

Spectators  who  arrive 
at  the  reenactment  site 
early  will  be  treated  to 
living  history  perfor- 
mances from  11  a.m.  to 
1  p.m.  on  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday. 
The  reenactment' s 
script  is  based  on 
Crow  Tribal  Elder 
Joseph  Medicine 
Crow's  translation  of 
oral  and  written  Native 
American  narratives  beginning  before 
Lewis  and  Clark's  epic  journey  almost 
200  years  ago. 


Creek  OimpP^oto 


KINNEY'S  SADDLE  SHOP 

1407  N.  Custer  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 

Phone:  (406)  665-3422  •  Fax:  (406)  665-3623  •  ToU  fee:  1-888-523-3422 

JE-mail:  ll407m@aol.com  •  http://www.foreyermontana.com 


Crow,  Cheyenne  &  Siottx  Styles  —from  6'  to  24'  Liners  too! 

Special  -  9'  Kidsize  with  breakdown  poles  -  $250.00 

•Large  Variety  of  Tents,  Saddles  &  Tack 

•  Leather  Handbags  and  WaUets 

•  Crow  Fair  Videos  •  Buckskin 


Grandview 
.  Campground 

Closest  Full  Service  Camp  To: 
Little  Bighorn  Battle  (15  miles) 
Custer  Reenactment  (6  miles) 

•  20,  30,  &  50  Amp 

•  Cable  TV 

•  Very  Clean  Restrooms  &  Laundry 

•  Extra  Large  Pull-thru  Sites 

•  Gift  Shop,  Store,  RV  Supplies 

Within  1  Block: 
Tennis 
•»     Playground 
Olympic  Pool 

'  1-90  Exit  495,  Go  South  4  Blocks 

Bear  right  on  Hwy  313 

1002  N.Mitchell  Ave. 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-2489 

www.mcn.net/~Grandviewcamp 

grandviewcamp@mcn.net 


Custer's 

Last  Stand  is  a 

Myth? 

See  how  archaeology 
reveals  the  events  of 
Custer's  last  battle. 
Visit  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  with 
archaeologist  Richard  Fox's  self-guiding 
AutoTour  audio  tape.  Play  it  as  you  drive 
through  the  battlefield,  or  listen  to  it  at 
home.  Music  and  sounds  bring  the  battle 
to  life  as  Dr.  Fox  explains  what 
archaeology  and  history  reveal  about  the 
events  of  Custer's  last  battle. 

•  •  • 

"Under  Fox's  analysis,  the  pieces  fell 

together... the  Jtarrative  is  both 

professionaUy  done  and  easy  tofoUozv 

...filled  with  details" 

Tlie  Billings  Gazette 

•  •  • 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 

AutoTour 


with  Archaeologist 

Richard  Fox 


audio  cassette  with  maps 

For  use  on-site  or  at  home  with  enclosed  maps. 
Available  in  visitor  centers  &  stores  in  ttie  battlefield  area. 
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The  sweeping  pageantry  of  high 
plains  history  is  portrayed  by  over  250 
participants,  including  descendants  of 
the  troopers,  Indian  warriors,  and 
scouts  involved  in  the  original  battle. 

Listed  as  one  of  the  "top  100  Events 
in  America"  by  Destinations  Magazine 
for  five  years,  Custer's  Last  Stand 
Reenactment  has  been  the  focus  of  two 
A&E  television  productions  and  seg- 
ments on  CNN  and  BBC.  Hollywood 
film  crews  shot  the  reenactment  for 
the  motion  picture  "Legend  of  Crazy 
Horse."  Hundreds  of  journalists  and 
producers  from  coast  to  coast  in  the 


Merry  Mixer 

Restaurant,  Lounge  & 

Catering 


Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner 

Daily  Homemade  Specials 

Soups  &  Desserts 
Great  Selection  of  Steaks, 
Seafood  and  Pasta  Dishes 

"We  Cater  to  Your  Every  Need" 

31 7  N.  Center  Ave.        -where  our 
Hardin,  Montana  customers 

(406)  665-3735         Send  Their  FYiends " 


LAIVIMERS'  Trading  Post 

403  North  Center,  Hardin,  MT 
406-665-2603     Mon.- Sat.  9-5:30 

•  Western  Wear 

*  Horse  Tack 
•k  Navajo  Rugs 
^Beadwork 

if  Sporting  Goods 

•k  Authentic  Indian  Curios  &  Souvenirs 

•k  Moccasins 

•k  Pendleton  Blankets 


Getting  ready  for  the  reenactment.  John  Brewer  Photo 


US,  Germany,  Taiwan,  France, 
England,  Australia  and  Canada  have 
featured  this  event. 

Historical  figures  move  across  the 
surrounding  open  plains  toward  the 
climactic  battle.  Audiences  parhcipate 
in  the  adventure  with  every  sense,  and 
experience  history  with  a  reality  more 
powerful  than  any  book,  video,  or 
computer  multi-media  can  portray. 
One  of  the  many  visitors  at  the  reen- 
actment said,  "It's  like  really  being 
there.. .smack  dab  in  the  middle  of  his- 
tory." 


A  wealth  of  background  and  con- 
nections to  many  related  sources  is 
available  at  the  Custer's  Last  Stand 
Reenactment  website, 
vvrww.mcn.net/~custerfight,  and 
correspondence  may  be  e-mailed  to 
custerfight@mcn.net. 

For  tickets  write  Custer's  Last  Stand 
Reenactment,  Box  300,  Hardin,  MT 
59034, 1-888-450-3577  or  (406)  665- 
3577.  Also  for  information  and  tickets 
contact  Hardin  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Agriculture,  21  East 
Fourth  Street  at  (406)  665-1672,  or  you 


J's  Powwow  Pawn 

Authentic 

Hand  Made  Indian 

-  Beadwork  - 

-  Shawls  - 

-  Dance  Regalia  - 

And  A  Whole  Lot  More!! 

1116  Crawford  Avenue 

Hardin,  Montana  59034 

(406)  665-2777 

i-90  Exit  495 


Kendrick  House  Inn 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Plan  to  stay  at  an  Elegandy  Restored 

1915  Boarding  House. 

206  N.  Custer  Ave. 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

and  visit 

Lady  Jasmine's  Tea  House 

Antiques  &  Collectibles 

Tea,  Gourmet  Desserts,  Lunch 

213  N.  Custer  Ave. 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-3035 
^Owners:  Marcianna  &  Steve  Smith 


\ 


SANDSTONE 
PASSAGE 


Maya  Quiche  Textiles  &  Arts: 

Handwoven  Fabrics  by  the  Yard, 
Placemats  and  Napkins,  Shawls,  Tablerunners 

Also  featuring  from  Guatemala: 

Leather  &  Fabric  Bags  of  all  sizes.  Belts,  Hair 

Accessories,  Ceremonial  Masks  &  More 

Beautiful  Mexican  Pewter: 

Frames,  Candlesticks,  Platters,  Serving  Pieces 

214  North  Center,  Hardin 

(406)  665-3652 

http:/www.montanamaid.com/sandstone 


Page  74 — Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 2000 


Flower 


417  N.  Center  Ave.  •  Hardin  MT 
(406)665-1352 


can  send  a  fax  to  (406)  665-2917. 

1876  Grand  Ball 

On  the  fourth  Thursday  of  every 
June,  the  1876  Grand  Ball  Committee 
holds  its  historic  gala  in  the  Fort 
Custer  Stage  Coach  Barn,  located  on 
the  Big  Horn  County  Historical 


Grand  Ball.  John  Brewer  Photo 


Museum  complex  in  Hardin,  1-90  Exit 
497. 

Observers  and  participants  are 
swept  back  in  time  by  the  authentic 
fashions,  music,  and  dances  of  the  late 
1800s.  A  prelude  concert  performed  by 
the  Montana  Melodies  opens  the 
evening  festivities  at  7  p.m.  The  Grand 


A  non-profit  organization  celebrating 
over  20  years  in  the  community. 

218  North  Center  Avenue 
Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-3239 
Variety  of  Rotating  Art 

Exhibits  Throughout  the  Year 

KEV 
HOVE, 


•  Original  Artwork 
•  Prints  •  Pottery  •  Jewelry 
•Made  in  Montana  Crafts 

•  Books  •  Cards 
•  Quilts  &  Quilted  Items 

Open  Year  Round 

This  Ad  Sponsored  by 
Westmoreland  Resources,  Inc. 


LAST  STAND 
WESTERN  WEAR 

221  N.  Center,  Hardin.  Montana  53034 
Open:  Mon.  -  Sat.  3-3,  Sundays  U-S 
Sal  [403]  S3S-1312 


Wrangler  Hats 
Bailey  Bats 
Wrangler 
Justin 
Tony  Lama 
Cowtown 
Wilson  Boots 


Carhartt 
Classic  Ropes 
King  Rope  Caps 
Olathe  Boots 
Whites 
Cripple  Creek 
Columbia 


Nocona  Belts 
Checkbook  Covers 
Roper 

Kids  Clothes 
Boot  &  Shoe 
Repair  Drop  o({ 


'-'iMiM^.Mfe^lj^ 


4fA 


% 


% 
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Ball  begins  at  7:30  against  a  back- 
drop of  authentic  1800s  music. 

General  George  Armstrong 
Custer  and  his  wife  Libby,  along 
with  many  other  distinguished 
officers  and  guests,  lead  the  Grand 
March  at  8:15.  Dancing  resumes 
after  the  march  and  continues 
until  11:00. 

Both  modem  and  sepia  photog- 
raphers are  on  location  to  capture 
the  occasion  upon  request.  Pie, 
lemonade,  coffee  and  ice  water 
are  served. 

Period  dress  is  required  of  all 
dancing  participants.  Detailed 
lists  of  requirements  and  local  cos- 
tume outlets  are  available  from  Beth  Ann  Stenerson,  Grand 
Ball  co-chairperson  at  1-800-300-1778.  If  you  feel  a  bit  rusty 
on  your  1800s  dance  steps,  join  the  lessons  the  Wednesday 


LitHe  Bighorn  Davs  P; 


night  prior  to  the  ball  from  7-9  p.m. 
in  the  Fort  Custer  Stagecoach  Bam. 
Tickets  for  the  lessons  are  $5  per 
person. 

Tickets  to  the  ball  are  $10  per  per- 
son for  period-dressed  1876  Grand 
Ball  participants  and  $5  per  observ- 
er, available  from  the  Hardin  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Agriculture  office  (406)  665-1672,  the 
JailHouse  Gallery,  the  Big  Horn 
County  Historical  Museum,  and  Bill's 
Auto  Parts  in  Hardin. 
Little  Big  Horn  Days 

Carnival,  Western  Wares:  Little 
Big  Horn  Days  activities  open 
Wednesday,  June  21,  2000  with  a  high 
tea  and  the  1876  Ball  Dance  Lessons. 
The  festivities  continue  on  Thursday  with  a  full  slate  of 
events,  including  a  historical  book  fair,  quilt  show  and 


«rade.  Donna  Delp  Photo 


Tor  all  your  car  and 
RV  needs" 


East  End  Services 

IN  HARDIN,  MONTANA 


Parts  •  Tires  •  Services 


Ken's  Tire 
Service 

Ken  Biery,  Owner 

•  Farm  &  Field  Service 

•  24-Hr.  Interstate  Service 

•  Wheel  Alignment 

•  Nortron  Spin  Balancing 


Phone  (406)  665-2122 

After  Hours:  665-3723 


Schoen's  Auto  Supply 


323  N.  Cheyenne,  P.O.  Box  313,  Hardin,  MT  59034 


Family  Owned  -  33  Years 


RV  TOWING 
&  SERVICE 

Warranty  Serx'ice  •  Front  End 

Transmission  •  Engine 

Billings:  (406)  248-7795 

Hardin:  (406)  665-7735 

1-800-345-1754 


Right  Parts  •  Right  Price  •  Right  Advice 

Quality  CarQuest  Filters,  Caps,  Batteries, 

Chassis,  Engine  Air  Conditioning,  Belts, 

Hoses  &  Wiper  Blades 

All  with  coast-to-coast  warranty 

Robert  Schoen 

305  No.  Cheyenne,  Hardin,  MT  59034     (S^Qcer 
(406)665-1702  vwivw"i 

1-800-358-PART 


c3l^&: 


AUTO  PARTS  STOflES 


'Est.  1929 


RN 


^^C  A  L  ^ 

Official  State  Visitor  Center 


From  Hoof  to  Piston  -  Iron  to  Rubber  -  the  museum 
complex  has  acres  of  historic  buildings  and  displays. 
See  Custer  Country's  history  at  its  best.  Just  16  miles 
from  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument. 

9 

*  Museum  Store  Featuring: 

•  Custer,  Indian  &  Western  History  Books 

•  Made  in  Montana  Products,  Crafts,  Gifts 

*  Shady  Picnic  Area 

*  State  and  Regional  Travel  Information 

*  Clean  Restrooms 

*  Self  Guided  Tours 

>  FREE  &  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND  ♦ 

June  1  thru  August  31 8-8  Mon.  -  Sun. 

Months  of  May  &  Sept 8-5  Mon.  -Sun. 

Oct.  1  thru  April  30 9-5  Mon.  -  Fri. 

RR  1,  Box  1206A,  Hardin,  MT  59034 

1-90  Exits  495  &  497 

Phone  (406)  665-1671  •  FAX  (406)  665-3068 

This  Sid  Sponsored  5y  'first  Interstate  'Ban^ 
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Welcome  to  Hardin  from  the  West  End  Merchanigll 


Western  Motel 

Only  15  Minutes  to  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 

(Nearest  Motel  to  Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment) 

Exit  #495  or  #497  -  One  Mile  South  of  1-90 

Family  Owned  and  Operated  •  Quiet  Location 

•  Phone  (406)  665-2296  •  FAX  (406)  665-2298 

10  Min.  to  Bighorn  River  Trout  Fishing 

In-room  Microwaves  &  Refrigerators 

Queen  Beds  •  Color  Remote  TV  (43  Channels) 

Two  room  family  units  available  •  In  Room  Coffee 

Commercial  Rates  •  Non  smoking  rooms  available 

Fax  available  •  Large  Parking  Area  •  Pets  Accepted 

FOOD,  GROCERIES,  GAS,  CAR  WASH 
BEAUTY  SALON,  FLY  &  TACKLE  SHOP 
LOUNGE,  LAUNDROMAT  £^ 

*A11  Within  One  Block*  " 


RV  Park 


® 


SUNSET  VILLAGE 

920  3rd  St.  So.;  Hardin,  MT  59034 

Reservations  &  Information  •  (406)  665-2832 

HARDIN'S  NEWEST  RV  PARK 

Wheelers  Approved 

•  Full  Hookups  •  20,  30  &  50  amp  electric  services 

•  Handicap  Showers  &  Restrooms 

•  Cable  TV  Hookups    •  Picnic  Tables    •  Bar-B-Que  Grills 

•  Laundromat  •  Large  Playground    •  Public  Pay  Phone 

Close  to 

Custer's  Last  Stand  Reenactment  •  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 

Yellowtail  Dam  and  much  more! 


ROYAL  LUBE 

1200  North  Crawford 
Hardin,  MT  59034 
(406)  665-2350 
Full  Service  Oil  &  Lube 
Hrs:  7:30-5:30  Mon.-Fri.;  8-5  Sat. 
•  Radiator  Flush*  Filters   •  Belts 
Automatic  Transmission  Flush 

15  Point  Service  Check        ^^ 
Penzoil  and  All  Major  Brands  ^P 


J's  Powwow  Pawn  ^ 

Dance  Regalia  TVs  ^^ 

Shawls  Stereos 

Jewelry  VCRs 

Authentic  Native  American  Beadwork 

(406)  665-2777 

1116  N.Crawford  Hardin,  MT  59034 


Exit  495 


.BJIIinqs 


o 

o 


Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield 


■^■"i  Billings 

To  Re-enactment  Site 


On 


4-Ds  Car  Wash 
Corner  of  4th  &  Lewis 

Cars  •  Vans  •  Pickups  •  Trucks 
Open  24  Hours  in  the  Summer 


CORNER  POCKET 

Full  Bar  •  Handmade  Pizza 
Sandwiches  •  Game  &  Pool  Room 
920  West  3rd.  •  Hardin 
(406)  665-2024      Q 


Cbief  Auto  Sales 


(406)  665-3525 


Big  Horn  County 
Historical  Museum 
-V  Visitor  Center 


87. 


Exit 
497 


DoUie's  Grocery 

•  Gas  •  Groceries  •  Pop 
•  Beer  •  Tobacco  •  Ice 
A  •  Lottery 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 

7:00  a.m.  -  10:00  p.m. 

(406)665-1424 
804  W.  3rd  •  Hardin,  Montana 


I  Rene's  Salon 

Hair  Care  for  the  Wtioie  Family 
Full  Retail  Line 

822  W.  3rd,  •  Hardin,  Montana 
(406)665-2190 


y^hf^U^^^ 


o 

o 


HOME  OXYGEN  & 
MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT 


(406)  665-2886 

1-800-304-3546 

833  W.  3rd  Sr 

Hardin,  Montana 

JCAHO  Accredited  M 


Sweets ^n^  Such  O 

Gourmet  Candy  &  Gift  Shop 

(406)665-1453 

829  W.  3rd  St.  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 
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authentic  chuck  wagon  barbecue,  wine 
and  cheese  social  and  1876  Grand  Ball. 

Then,  the  Wild  West  Carnival  runs 
from  noon  until  midnight  Thursday, 
and  continues  through  the  weekend. 

Sellers  offer  wares  downtown  at  a 
historical  book  fair,  an  arts  and  crafts 
fair,  antique  show,  and  concerts  Friday 
through  Sunday. 

Symposium:  The  Little  Bighorn 
Symposium  is  9-4  Friday  at  the  Middle 
School  Auditorium.  Speakers  present 
their  interpretations  of  various  aspects 
of  the  battle,  and  invite  discussions. 

Parades  and  Food:  Organizers  invite 
all  youngsters  to  participate  in  the  Old 
West  Youth  Parade  downtown  at  1 1 
a.m.,  on  Friday,  followed  by  a  hot  dog 
lunch  at  the  fairgrounds.  Youth 
games,  a  mini-concert,  activities, 
prizes,  and  farm  pet  exhibits  follow 
downtown  and  at  the  fairgrounds. 

Witness  the  "Trial  of  George 
Armstrong  Custer"  on  Friday,  June  23 
at  the  Big  Horn  County  Historical 
Museum  Stage  Station,  presented  by 

the  Sturgis,  SD  Chamber  of  Commerce  Cavalry  Days  group 
and  Hardin  Area  Chamber.  Tickets  are  $6 /adults,  $2 /chil- 
dren 6-12,  children  5  and  under  free. 

Grab  something  to  eat  at  the  Pork  Dinner  from  5-8  p.m. 
at  the  Hardin  High  School  Cafeteria.  Music  will  be  provid- 


ed by  the  California  Gold  Rush 
Band.  Next,  head  out  to  the  Big 
Horn  County  Fairgrounds  for  the 
BuU-A-Rama,  top  bull  riding  con- 
test, beginning  at  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  June  24  begins  with  the 
Little  Big  Horn  Days  Parade 
through  downtown  at  10:00  a.m., 
complete  with  Cavalry  and  Indians 
in  full  regalia.  "When  the  West  Was 
Wild"  is  the  theme  of  the  stream  of 
floats,  bands  and  riders.  Vendor 
booths  downtown  include  food  con- 
cessions. Following  the  parade, 
everyone  is  welcome  at  the 
Scandinavian  feed  at  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  until  7  p.m.  A  fee 
is  charged.  That  evening,  kick  up 
your  heels  at  the  youth  dance  and 
street  dance  downtown. 

Wake  up  to  a  Country  Breakfast 
on  Sunday  at  the  Big  Horn  County 
Museum.  A  non-denominational  old 
time  gospel  service  will  be  held  at  11 
a.m.  at  the  museum's  restored  church. 
Except  for  the  reenactment  and 
living  history,  most  events  will  be  held  in  the  town  of 
Hardin  or  at  the  Big  Horn  County  Museum,  one  mile  east 
of  Hardin.  The  reenactment  is  at  a  site  six  miles  west  of 
Hardin,  just  off  the  Old  Hardin  Road,  Highway  87. 


Steve  Alexander  as  Custer 

Donnie  Sexton  Travel  Montana  Photo 


A 


BIG  HORN 

VALLEY 

KOA 

Hardin,  Mt.  59034 

From  Exit  495  on  1-90, 
go  North  1-1/4  miles  on  Hwy.  47 

•  Kampin  Kabins 

•  15  Mi.  to  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  National  Monument 

•Pool 

•  Hot  1\ib 

•  Playhouse  -  Playground 

•  Snack  Bar 

•  Well-Stocked  Store 

•  Cool  Nights  under  lots  of 
Big  Sky 

•  45  Miles  to  Yellowtail  Dam 

•  Yellowstone  National  Park  is 
a  day's  drive  west 

•  Black  Hills  are  a  day's 
drive  east 

Phone  (406)665-1635 
Reservations:  1-800-562-1635 


Hardin  Interstate 


w 


Ice 


TEXACO 

Food  Mart 

•  Diesel 

•  Beer  &  Wine 

•  Souvenirs 
•  Fishing  Supplies 

•  Large  Selection  of 

Soft  Drinks 

Exit  #495 

Highway  47  &  Interstate  90 

Hardin,  Montana  59034 

(406)  665-2920 

"Next  to  the  Purple  CoW 


Purple 


Cow 


Family  Restaurant 


BEST  SALAD  BAR 
AND  BUFFET 
IN  THE  STATE 

Our  food  is  made  from  scratch 


•  TRY  OUR  HOMEMADE 
SOUPS  &  PIES  • 

BEER  &  WINE 

-HOURS- 
Summer:  7  a.m.-10  p.m. 
Winter:  7  a.m.-8:30  p.m. 

Rt.  1  Box  1003 

Hardin,  IVIT  59034 

(406)  665-3601 

"Next  to  Hardin  Interstate  Texaco" 
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Big  Horn  County  Museum.  Donna  Delp  Photo 


X^tf&\ 


Hardin,  Montana 
I-90,  Exit  49S 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
National  Monument 

(formerly  Custer  Battlefield) 
15  minute  drive 


24  Hour  Desk 
Suites  Available 
Cable  TV  -  34  channels 

(ESPN,  CNN,  Weather  channel  included) 

Free  coffee,  beverages  &  toast 

Guest  Laundry 

Fax  &  Copies 

Conference  room  available 

All  major  credit  cards 

Free  area  maps  &  tourist  info 

Peaceful,  quiet  atmosphere 

Winter  plug-ins 

Next  to  several  restaurants 

Free  local  calls 

Senior  &  other  discounts 

Pets  with  permission 

Horse  corrals  available  -  Free 


1-406-665-1700  or 
Superline  1-800-800-8000 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 2000 — Page  79 


ST^^ZSSS^ 


Competitors  will  turn  out  July  8-9  this 
year  for  two  days  of  barrel  racing  at 
the  Big  Horn  County  Fairgrounds 
beginning  at  1  p.m.  each  day.  Riders  of 
all  ages  from  throughout  the  country 
will  compete  in  the  Montana  Barrel 
Racing  Association  sanctioned  event. 
A  flea  market  opens  at  10  a.m.  both 
days  in  conjunction  with  the  open  bar- 
rel racing  activities.  No  admission  is 
charged. 


A  playground  in  Hardin.  Edythe  McQearj.  Photo 


Western  Experiences 

Hardin  and  the  surrounding  area 
offer  western  experiences  involving 
history  and  horses. 

Team  Roping:  These  events  are  held 
often  at  local  ranches  and  at  rodeos. 


And  there  are  working  ranches 
which  offer  horseback  riding,  fishing, 
local  tours  and  sightseeing. 

Deb  Wobig  Memorial  Barrel 
Racing  Event:  Time  them! 


rl 


JACK'S  HOMART  ^ 

Hardware—  Appliances— TV      ft* 

k 


I 
I 


Corner  of  2nd  &  Custer 

"The  Service  Corner  for  62  Years!" 

Hardin,  MT    59034 

207  N.  Custer         406-665-2861 


B^ 


^i  ADAm-Amnk..  DIRECTV. 

4f  "Amateur  Radio  Spoken  Here" 

n  KB7AN 


Serving  You  Since  1902 
Gary  &  Sam 

STEVENSON'S 


.Billings 


MONTANA 


TIGER  DISCOUNTER 

Welcomes  You  to  Hardin,  Montana 
Center  Avenue 
(406)665-1682 

FULL  SERVICE  SHOPPING  CENTER 

•  In-store  Deli  &  Bakery,  Doughnuts,  Rolls 

•  Film  &  Post  Cards 

•  Deli  Sandwiches 

•  Ice  and  Drinks 

•  Western  Union/Money  Orders 

Also,  Stop  at  Stevenson's  IGA  in 
Lodge  Grass,  Montana 

(406)639-2312 


Stevenson's 
O      IGA 


Big  Ho<n  County 

Historical  Museum 

Visitor  Center 

Exit 
497 


Hanfin  Chamber  of 
Commerce 


IN-STORE 
PHARMACY 

(406)  665-1602 


Pleasing  You  Pleases  Us!       gg^^  Mj^ 
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Draft  Horse  Show:  Hardin  hosts  its 
annual  Draft  Horse  Show  September 
16-17.  The  show  will  feature  seven  of 
the  top  rated  six-horse  draft  hitches  in 
the  Northwest.  Each  hitch,  weighing 
in  excess  of  six  tons,  will  be  competing 
in  unicorn,  four  abreast,  four  up,  tan- 
dem, six-horse  hitch,  and  more. 
Promoters  state  that  the  hitches  that 
will  compete  are  comparable  to  the 
popular  Budweiser  Clydesdale  hitch. 
Fourth  of  July 

Rodeo,  Fireworks,  Vittles,  Talent: 
Rodeo  chutes  spew  out  riders  on 
rough  stock  at  the  annual  amateur 
Independence  Day  rodeo  in  Hardin. 
The  St.  Xavier  Rodeo  Association  signs 
up  local  and  regional  talent  for  a  full 
day  of  entertainment. 

Visitors  are  welcome  at  all  events. 
Start  with  the  pancake  breakfast  that 
the  Hardin  Kiwanis  Club  serves.  Head 
to  the  rodeo  at  1:00  p.m.  Enjoy  the  tal- 
ent show  that  follows  the  rodeo,  and 
at  dusk,  "the  bombs  bursting  in  air"  at 
the  spectacular  fireworks  display  host- 
ed by  the  Hardin  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 
Brush  Strokes  and  Stitches 

The  JailHouse  Gallery:  Located  at 
218  North  Center  in  Hardin,  this 


i 


Q  O  Big  Horn  Hospital  Association 
"  ''^^  IMemorial  Hospital  and 

Nursing  Home  -  Heritage  Acres 
Memorial  Home  Health 

Health  Care  For  All  Life's  Cycles 

24  HOUR  EMERGENCY  ROOM 

•  Full  Service  Hospital 

17  North  Miles  Avenue  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)665-2310 


Bill's  Auto  Parts,  Inc. 
'*"cS     Phone:  (406)  665-1 778 

214  N.  Crow  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 
Bill  &  Dorothy  Stenerson-Home:  (406)  665-3732 
Mike  &  Beth  Ann  Stenerson: 
(406)  665-3682 


^r%    Fort  Custer 
General  Store 


4P> 


"A  unique  something 
for  everyone  gift  shop" 
Stroll  through  2  levels 

Fort  Custer  Artifacts,  Antiques,  Crafts,  Souvenirs, 

Montana  Made  Products,  Gifts,  Authentic 

Beadwork,  Year  Round  Christmas  Room 

Ty  Beanie  Babies! 

Hours:  9  am  -  5:30  pm,  Mon.-Sat. 

206  North  Center  Avenue 
Hardin,  MT  59034 
(406)  665-2078 


gallery  is  committed  to  the  education, 
exposure  and  promotion  of  the  her- 
itage, arts  and  artisans  within  Big 
Horn  County,  the  Crow  and  Cheyenne 
Reservations  and  the  surrounding 
area.  To  receive  a  schedule  of  the 
gallery's  changing  exhibits,  call  (406) 
665-3239  or  write  JailHouse  Gallery, 
218  North  Center,  Hardin,  MT  59034. 
The  gallery  is  open  year  -  round, 
Monday  through  Saturday,  9:30  a.m. 
to  5:30  p.m. 

Dog  Trials:  June  17-18,  the  Redding 
Ranch  will  host  owners  and  sheep 
dogs  for  Sheep  Dog  Trial  competition. 
The  course  is  located  1.5  miles  north  of 
Hardin.  It  gives  the  dogs  a  good 
chance  to  show  their  ability  to  control 
sheep  as  owners  call  commands,  and 
the  judges  a  good  view  of  some  of  the 
best  dogs  in  the  country.  Visitors  are 
welcome  to  attend  and  watch  the  dogs 
work  the  course  and  visit  with  the 
owners  in  an  event  gaining  in  popular- 
ity. Admission  is  free.  Lunch  is  served 
at  noon  for  a  nominal  fee.  The  day- 
long trials  start  at  8  a.m.  each  day.  Call 
(406)  665-2086. 

Quilt  Show:  The  Undercover  Gals 
quilt  guild  of  Hardin  presents  its  19th 
annual  quilt  show  at  the  Becker  Hotel 
September  5-10,  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  This 


Additional 
HARDIN,  MONTANA 

Businesses  &  Services 

Dale's  Conoco  &  Towing 

126  W.  3rd,  Hardin 
(406)  665-1578 

The  Fountain 

Next  to  Centre  Cinema,  Hardin 
(406)  665-3628 

Four  Aces  Lounge  &  Casino 

8  West  3rd.  St.,  Hardin 
(406)  665-1038 

Hardin  True  Value  Hardware 

304  N.  Center,  Hardin 
(406)  665-2100 

J&B's  Liquor  Store 

522  N.  Center,  Hardin 
(406)  665-2004 

Shear  Happenings  Hair  Salon 

407  N.  Center,  Hardin 
(406)  665-1500 

Sisters  Artwear 

Variety  of  Designed  T-shirts 
314  N.  Center  Ave.,  Hardin 


is  an  open  show  featuring  an  antique 
quilt  section  and  a  challenge  quilt  con- 
test. A  raffle  drawing  and  reception 
are  planned  for  September  10.  Quilt 
enthusiasts  may  write  to;  Quilts,  Box 
508,  Hardin,  MT  59034  for  informa- 
tion. 
Museum  and  Visitor  Center 

Displays  and  Information:  Big 
Horn  County  Historical  Museum  and 
State  Visitor  Center  is  located  directly 
off  1-90  Exit  497,  or  Exit  495  through 
downtown  Hardin.  Situated  on  24 
acres,  the  museum  complex  consists  of 
historic  buildings  which  interpret  the 
area's  past. 

Surrounding  the  grassy,  shady  pic- 
nic area  are  buildings  which  have  been 
moved  to  the  site.  Included  are  a  farm- 
house, log  cabin,  service  station,  gen- 
eral store  and  post  office,  church,  doc- 
tor's office  building,  schoolhouse, 
depot  and  railroad  cars,  bam  with 
horse  drawn  equipment,  teepees,  and 
four  buildings  from  Camp  4  of 
Campbell  Farming  Corporation. 

The  museum  offers  a  relaxed  atmos- 
phere with  its  boardwalks  and  self- 
guided  tours.  There  is  no  charge  to 
view  the  museum  or  enjoy  the  shaded 
picnic  area. 

Several  services  are  available  in  the 


KINNEY'S 
STABLES 

Hardin,  Montana 
Horse  Boarding 
Nighdy  or  Weekly 

Rest  your  horses  at 
Kinney 's  stables  when  you  are  visiting 
Montana.  We  feature  new  and  mod- 
em facilities,  box  and  outdoor  stalls. 

The  best  for  your  horses: 

•  Alfalfa  Hay  •  3-way  grain 

•  Security  Lighting 

•  Supervised  by  owners 

Ideal  Location  -  Close  to 

•  Motels  •  Tack  Store  •  Vets 
Reservations  Required 
Call:  (406)  665-3020 

Summer  Events 

June  -  Little  Bighorn  Days 
August  -   Crow  Fair  &  Pow-wow 

Location:  1-90  exit  495;  then  1/4  mile  south,  1/4  mile 
east;  then  1/4  mile  north  of  Kinney's  Saddle  Shop. 

Al  Kinney,  Owner  -  (406)  665-3020 
23  Gable  Lane,  Hardin,  MT  59034 

Email:  forever@forevermontana.com 
http://www.foreverniontana.coni/ 
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Drifting  and  casting  on  the  Bighorn  River.  Karen  Simpson  Photo 


main  building  including  a  staffed  visi- 
tor center  which  offers  guests  a  wide 
array  of  local,  state,  and  regional  travel 
information,  videos  to  area  attractions, 
a  book  and  gift  shop,  and  an  exhibit 
area. 
On  the  Waters 

Far  West:  Just  east  of  Hardin,  where 
the  Little  Bighorn  River  joins  the 
Bighorn,  is  the  island  site  where  the 
Far  West  stemwheeler  boat  anchored 
on  June  27,  1876,  to  evacuate  the 
wounded  from  the  Reno  and  Benteen 
battles,  part  of  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn.  It  was  the  Far  West  which 
carried  survivors  with  the  story  of 
Custer's  defeat  to  the  world. 

Arapooish  Pond  and  Recreation 
Park:  This  area  is  located  one  mile 
north  of  Hardin  Exit  495  off  Highway 
47.  The  family  park  is  at  the  Arapooish 
Fishing  Access  near  the  Bighorn  River. 

A  six  foot  wide  trail  is  an  inviting 
path  for  hikers  or  cross  country  skiers. 
The  recreation  park  has  picnic  tables 
and  self-contained  bathrooms.  Alcohol 
is  prohibited. 

A  road  allows  driving  to  the  picnic 
tables.  No  motorized  vehicles  may  use 
the  north  side  of  the  pond. 

Fishermen  in  non-motorized  boats 
or  canoes  will  like  the  small-mouth 
bass  action,  which  should  be  good  in 


summer  and  in  winter,  since  aerators 
keep  the  pond  from  freezing. 

Summer  hours  are  early  morning  to 
9  p.m.  Overnight  camping  is  not 
allowed. 

2000  in  Hardin 

April:  JailHouse  Gallery  (JHG)  Mini 

Quilts  Contest  and  Show 4-28 

May:  "Times  To  Remember"  Show 

JailHouse  Gallery 3-31 

June:  "Missouri  Breaks"  Show 

JailHouse  Gallery 3-July  31 

Redding  Stock  Dog  Trials 17-18 

Dance  Lessons,  1876  Grand  Ball. .21-22 

Little  Big  Horn  Days 21-25 

1876  Grand  Ball 22 

Youth  Parade 23 


Trial  of  General  Custer 23 

Custer's  Last  Stand 

Reenactment 23-25 

"When  the  West  Was  Wild"  Parade  24 
Country  Breakfast  and  Old  Time 

Gospel  Service,  Museum 25 

July:  Amateur  Rodeo 4 

Talent  Show  &  Fireworks 4 

Deb  Wobig  Mem.  Barrel  Racing 8-9 

Hardin  Youth  Fair 31-Aug.  6 

Aug.:  "Images  of  an  Idyllic  Past"  Show 

JailHouse  Gallery 3-Sept.  30 

Crow  Fair,  Crow  Agency 17-20 

Sept:  Undercover  Gals  Quilt  Show5-10 

Draft  Horse  Show 16-17 

Oct.:  Custer  County  21st  Traveling 

Exhibit,  JailHouse  Gallery 3-28 

Nov.:  JHG  Area  Artists 3-Dec.  16 


www.bozemantrail.org 

presenting  the  dramatic  story  of  that  old  emi- 
grant trail  from  southern  Wyoming  to  the  gold 
fields  of  Montana,  with  a  regularly-updated 
Schedule  of  Events,  Programs,  Exhibits  and  tours 

WWW.  frontierheritage .  org 

with  information  of  historical  and  cultural 
resources  in  Montana,  Wyoming  South  and 
North  Dakota,  and  Nebraska, 
from  the  . . . 

Frontier  Heritage  Alliance 
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Yellowtail 
Dam  rises  525 
feet  between 
the  rugged 
walls  of 
Bighorn 
Canyon 
National 
Recreation 
Area,  and 
spans  1,480  feet 
along  its  crest. 
This  tall,  vari- 
able-thickness, 
arch-type  dam 
backs  up  the 
water  of  Bighorn 
Lake  for  71  miles. 

The  recreation 
area  straddles  the 
Montana- 
Wyoming  state 
line.  Bighorn  Lake 
is  accessible  from 
Hardin,  MT,  via 
Montana  Highway 
313,  or  on  the  south 
end  from  Lovell, 
WY,  on  Highway 
37. 

The  deep  body  of 
water  was  dammed 
to  provide  genera- 
tion of  power,  irriga- 
tion, recreation,  fish- 
ery enhancement, 
sediment  retention, 
municipal  and  indus- 
trial water  and  flood 
control. 

And  the  fishing  and  recreation  are 
outstanding! 

Bighorn  Canyon  offers  year-round 
fishing  opportunities.  Walleye,  rain- 
bow and  brown  trout,  yellow  perch, 
ling,  crappie,  and  catfish  are  among 
the  usual  catches.  Fishing  regulations 
and  limits  follow  state  laws  and  fish- 
ing license  regulations.  Winter  ice 
fishing  is  popular  with  ling,  walleye 
and  trout  commonly  caught. 

Water  conditions  below  the 
Afterbay  Dam  are  ideal  for  trout,  and 
this  portion  of  the  Bighorn  River  has 
developed  into  a  blue  ribbon  trout 
fishery.  Brown  trout  are  the  most 
abundant  with  rainbow  trout  also  pre 
sent.  Information  on  limits,  regula- 
tions, and  fishing  conditions  is  avail- 
able at  the  Yellowtail  Dam  Visitor 


Center  during  the  summer 
season.  Guide  services,  boat  rentals, 
vehicle  shuttle  service,  food  and 
equipment  are  available  in  Hardin,  St. 
Xavier  and  Fort  Smith.  Float  distance 
from  the  Afterbay  Dam  to  3-Mile 
(Lind)  Access  is  3  miles.  The  distance 
from  3-Mile  Access  to  the  Bighorn 
Access  is  10  miles. 

Limited  boat  tours,  hiking  trails, 
camping,  scenic  drives,  and  ranger- 
led  activities  are  also  offered  in  the 
Fort  Smith,  Yellowtail  Dam  area. 

Self-guided  tours  of  two  to  three 
hours,  half-day,  full-day,  and  more 
than  a  day,  have  been  designed. 
Thirty  minute  programs  about  park- 
related  subjects  are  offered.  Other 
special  demonstrations  and  programs 
are  presented  during  the  summer. 

Camping  at  Bighorn  Canyon  is 


available  in  a  variety 
of  environments  in 
designated  areas. 
Call  the  National 
Park  Service  for 
more  information 
about  all  of  the 
above,  (406)  666- 
2412. 

Ok-A-Beh 
Marina  has  boat 
rentals,  canyon 
cruises,  food  con- 
cessions, gas,  ice, 
gifts  and  boating 
and  fishing  sup- 
plies available. 
For  boat  rental 
reservations  and 
information  call 
(406)  666-2349 
from  May  15  to 
Sept.  15.  In 
winter  phone 
(406)  665-3670. 
Information 
about  the  area 
is  displayed 
through 
exhibits, 
printed  mate- 
rials, and  the 
film,  "Land 
of  the 

Bighorn."  To 
receive 
detailed 
information- 
al materials  write:  Bighorn  Canyon 
National  Recreation  Area,  Box  7458, 
Fori  Smith,  MT  59035,  or  call  (406) 
666-2412,  ext.  303. 

Visitors  may  take  a  guided  tour 
down  into  the  dam.  The  Yellowtail 
Dam  Visitor  Center  is  operated  by  the 
National  Park  Service  and  the  Bureau 
of  Reclamation.  It  is  open  seven  days 
a  week  8-5  Memorial  Day  to  Labor 
Day.  Open  weekends  through  mid- 
September  and  in  May,  8-5.  It  is  locat- 
ed at  the  end  of  Highway  313  at 
Yellowtail  Dam.  For  information,  call 
(406)  666-3234. 

The  Recreation  Use  fee  is  $5  per  day 
per  vehicle  or  $30  annually.  Golden 
Age  Passport  bearers  receive  a  half- 
price  discount. 
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BIG  HORN 
RV  PARK 


>yO>M^   ■     ■  ■  "u^ 

Located  1  mile  south  of 
Big  Horn  Access 

•  Cafe 

•  Shuttles 

•  Guide  Service 

•  Showers 

•  Boat  Rentals 

•  Camping 

•16  Full  Serv.  Hookups 

•  Park  Permits 

•  Open  Boat  Storage 

Phone:  (406)  666-2460 

HC  36  Box  305 
ST.  Xavier,  MT  59075 


Last  (Best  S'EC^T 


•  J^  Seen  on  C9{9t 

•  Pontoon  Rentals 

•  ^isfiin^  "Boat  ^entaCs   •  Stea/^ 
•  (Burgers  •  Sandzvicfies 

•  Large  Tarty  Accommodations 

•  'Picnic  Area  •  (grocery  Items 
•  Qifts   •  Qas   •  Ice  •  'Bait 

•  'J^isfiing  Qear 
•  Canyon  Cruises  Avaitabk 

P.O.  Box  515  •  Hardin,  Montana  59034 
In-Season  Phone:  (406)  666-2349 
Oft-Season  Phone:  (406)  665-3670 

Authorized  Concessioner  -  U.S.  National  Park  Service 


A  Fishing  Paradise 


The  Bighorn 
River  trout  await 
the  angler  reach- 
ing Fort  Smith, 
Montana,  by  way 

of  Highway  313.  Fort  Smith  businesses 

offer  fishing  supplies  and  fishing  tips, 

lodging,  dining,  lunches  for  the  river 

trip,  groceries,  gasoline,  and  souvenirs. 
Boats  launch  at  the  Afterbay  area  to 

float  through  some  of  the  greatest 

trout  fishing  in  the  world. 
Fort  C.F.  Smith  Site:  Fort  C.F.  Smith 

was  established  on  August  12,  1866,  to 

protect  immigrants  traveling  on  the 

Bozeman  Trail 

from  attacks  by 

the  Sioux 

Indians.  The 

Bozeman  Trail 

crossed  the 

Bighorn  River 

400  yards  from 

the  fort. 
Located  near 

the  present 

town  of  Fort 

Smith,  all  that 


remains  of  the  site  are  low  mounds 
and  interesting  stories. 

One  of  the  original  officers  quarters 
buildings  from  Fort  Custer  is  now  at 
Fort  Smith.  Fort  Custer  was  estab- 
lished in  1877,  built  atop  a  bluff  over- 
looking Hardin.  The  building  was 
removed  from  the  fort  site  and  used  as 
a  ranch  house  for  many  years,  but  has 
now  been  acquired  by  a  Crow  Indian 
business  woman  and  is  a  bed  and 
breakfast  business  at  Fort  Smith.  Call 
(406)  666-2510. 

Campfire  Programs:  Public  pro- 
grams are  offered  in  the  Bighorn 
Canyon 


National 
Recreation  Area 
from  Memorial 
Day  through 
Labor  Day. 
Check  at  the 
visitor  center 
for  times  and 
places.  Fishing 
and  recreation, 
history  and 
wildlife  of 


Alvin  Blakely  Photo 

=COME  BE  A  PART= 

of  the 

TRADITION 

Inexpensive  4-  Clean  -f  Hospitable 

Kitchenettes  4-  RV  &  Tent  Sites 

"Autumn  Brown"  Guide  Service 

Fly  Shop  4-  Convenience  Store 

Boat  Rentals  >  Shuttle  Service 

Laundromat  4-  Showers 

Only  1  mile  from  the  River 


"A  Bighorn  River  Tradition" 


3  Miles 
North 

OF 

Fort  Smith 


Phone  (406)  666-2391  •  Fax  (406)  666-2306 
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Bighorn  Canyon  are  the  topics  at  these 
gatherings. 

The  influence  of  the  Jesuits  on  the 
West  is  a  living  history  experience  at 
St.  Xavier,  south  of  Hardin  on 
Highway  313.  Fr.  Peter  Paul  Prondo,  a 
Jesuit  Priest,  established  the  first  mis- 
sion at  St.  Xavier  in  1887.  The  church 
is  still  in  use  and  the  school,  affiliated 
with  the  St.  Labre  Mission  School,  also 
continues  to  operate. 

Now  called  the  Pretty  Eagle  School, 
after  a  famous  Crow  Chief,  the  K-8 
school  is  attended  by  over  120  stu- 
dents from  a  45  mile  radius. 

Guide  and  shuttle  services,  besides 
boat  rentals  are  offered  at  St.  Xavier. 
Highway  313  continues  to  Fort  Smith 
and  Yellowtail  Dam  (20  miles).  Or 
from  St.  Xavier,  Highway  091  leads  to 
Pryor,  home  of  Chief  Plenty  Coups 
State  Park  (see  page  114). 

The  Bighorn  River  irrigates  fields  of 
malting  barley,  alfalfa,  and  sugar 
beets. 


Fly  fishing  cm  the  Bighorn  River.  Gloria  Wester  Photo 


VEL'S 

Kitchen 

"Where  the  Customer  Counts" 
Open  Year-round 

•  Daily  Specials 

•  Boat  Lunches 

Vel  Grinsteiner  ~  Owner 
(406)666-2510  P.O.  Box  7476 

(406)  666-2436  ~  Fax         Ft.  Smith,  MT  59035 
Vel@nemontel.net 


{Smc/mri 


YELLOWTAIL 
MARKET 

-Steve  and  Terri  Stoltz,  Owners- 

Your  General  Store  on  the 

Bighorn  River 

*  Groceries    *  Gas    *  Fishing  Supplies 

*  Bait    *  Ice    *  Shuttle  Service 

•!•  Money  Orders    *  Video  Rentals 

+  Fresh  Baked  Cookies 

*  Film  Developing    *  UPS  *  ESPRESSO 

Open  7  Days  A  Week 

Fort  Smith,  MT  59035 

(406)  666-2333 


Montana  Custom  Tours 


'  Area  Tours  Including 

•  Yellowstone  National  Park 

•  Little  Bighorn  National  Monument 

•  Historic  Red  Lodge,  Montana 

•  Pompeys  Pillar  -  Lewis  &  Clark  Landmark 
•  Buffalo  Bill  Cody  Museum  -  Cody,  Wyoming 

•  South  Central  Montana  Museums  /  Native 

American  Pow  Wows 

Via:  Silver  Eagle's  13  Passenger  Buses  & 
Northwest  Passage's  Private  SedanA'an 

Customized  Tours  On  Request 

Write  or  Call  for  our  Free  Brochure 

2319  Montana  Ave.  •  Billings,  MT  59101 

(406)  254-2900  •  1-800-625-4839 


(Bighorn  Fly  &  Tackle  Shop) 


Come  Fly  Fish  with  us! 

Professional  Fly  Shops   •   Lodging  •   Guided  Float  Trips 

•  BIGHORN  RIVER  •  YELWWS TONE  RIVER  •  STILLWATER  RIVER 

Drift  Boat  Rentals  and  Sales  •  Equipment  Rentals  •  Vehicle  Shuttles  (Bighorn) 

For  Information  Call:  1-888-665-1321    •  Three  locations  to  serve  you: 

Billings  Hardin  Fort  Smith 

485  S.  24th  St  W  1426  N  Crawford  Main  St 

Billings,  MT  59102  Hardin,  MT  59034  Fort  Smith,  MT  59035 

406-656-8257  406-665-1321  406-666-2253 

www.bighornfly.com         bighornfly@mcn.net 
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Oscar  Mastvelten  holds  cut  agates.  Donnie  Sexton  Travel  Montana  Photo 


Hunting  for  agates  is  a  fun  and  unique  recreation  for  visi- 
tors to  southeastern  Montana. 

The  Yellowstone  River  in  Eastern  Montana  is  renov^ned 
worldwide  for  the  quality  and  abundance  of  agates  found 
on  its  shores.  Montana's  agates,  sometimes  called  plume  or 
moss  agates,  are  famous  for  the  variety  of  scenic  designs 
sealed  permanently  in  the  stone's  interior.  Montana  agate 
occurs  in  a  variety  of  patterns,  from  those  with  red  and 
dark  brown  bands  to  the  prized  dendritic  forms. 

Agate  is  a  translucent  rock,  snake-skin  rough  on  the  out- 
side. The  rocks  are  gray,  tan,  or  brown  and  often  shaped 
like  a  potato.  Agate  occurs  prin\arily  in  terrace  gravel 
deposits  high  on  the  hills  above  the  Yellowstone  River  and 
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'n'  Geology 

its  tributaries,  as  well  as  in  the  sand  and  grav- 
el bars  within  the  streams  and  rivers  them- 
selves. 

Since  the  gravel  within  streams  and  rivers 
is  constantly  shifting,  these  are  probably  the 
best  areas  to  search.  The  best  time  to  hunt  for 
agates  is  early  in  the  spring  after  the  ice 
breakup  on  the  Yellowstone.  Hunting  contin- 
ues to  be  good  until  fall.  Agates  are  most 
abundant  from  Custer  to  Glendive. 

Guided  agate-hunting  boat  tours  are  avail- 
able. Contact  the  Glendive  Chamber  (406)  365- 
5601  or  write:  313  S.  Merrill,  Glendive,  MT 
59330  for  guide  service  information  and  self- 
guided  agate  hunting  opportunities. 

Geology  is  both  productive  and  aesthetic 
in  Custer  Country.  One  of  the  world's  largest 
coal  supplies  lies  just  under  the  surface  cover 
near  Colstrip  offering  the  fruit  of  its  industry. 

Lewis  and  Clark's  Expedition  of  1804-1806 
first  recorded  the  unusual  rock  formations  of 
the  southeastern  Montana  region.  From  the 
rimrocks  that  frame  the  Billings  valley,  to 
Pompeys  Pillar  (a  sandstone  formation  rising 
from  "nowhere,"  named  by  and  inscribed  by 
Captain  William  Clark),  to  the  beauty  of  the 
badlands  of  Glendive's  Makoshika  State  Park 
and  Medicine  Rocks  State  Park  between  Baker 
and  Ekalaka,  the  geology  offers  a  rewarding 
excursion  through  Custer  Country. 

The  Pryor  Mountains  are  a  remote  collec- 
tion of  limestone  mountains,  ranging  in  eleva- 
tion from  about  3,000  feet  to  8,000  feet.  They 
are  extremely  rich  in  archaeological  sites. 

In  the  Terry  badlands  area,  a  band  of  dark 
gray  shale  is  sandwiched  between  layers  of 
light  yellow  sandstone  and  capped  by  red 
clinker,  formed  when  burning  coal  seams 
baked  adjacent  rock  layers.  The  contrasts  are 
beautiful,  especially  during  sunrise  and  sun- 
set. 

Many  books  are  available  in  the  region  to 
help  unlock  the  geology  and  archaeology 
secrets  of  Montana. 

SIdneyf 
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[  Treasure  Coi 

Hysham 


Historic  Yucca  Theater  Museum 

Hysham,  the 
county  seat  of 
Treasure  County, 
is  bordered  on  the 
north  by  the 
Yellowstone  River.  To  the  south  the 
land  stretches  into  beautiful  rolling 
hiUs. 
Where  Cattle  Graze 

Flying  E  Ranch:  At  the  beginning  of 
the  twentieth  century,  soon  after 
Montana  territory  earned 
its  statehood  in  1889, 
Hysham  was  a  part  of 
the  great  expanse  of  the 
region  known  at  that  time  as 
Custer  County.  It  was  on  what  was 
then  Crow  Indian  Reservahon.  Cattle 
branded  with  the  Flying  E  grazed  near 
the  Northern  Pacific  tracks  where 
trainmen  threw  off  supplies  "for 
Hysham."  Charlie  J.  Hysham  was 
associated  with  the  Flying  E  Ranch 
which  ran  thousands  of  cattle  in  an 
area  between  the  Bighorn  River  on  the 
west  to  Reservation  Creek  on  the  east, 
and  from  the  Yellowstone  River  to  the 
Wyoming  line. 
Vacation  Package 

River  Forts:  Treasure  County  has 
some  outstanding  historic  sites. 
Manuel  Lisa  built  the  first  building,  a 
fur  trading  post  in  Montana  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Bighorn  River  in  1807. 
Fort  Cass  was  the  first  fort  built  by  the 
American  Fur  Co.  on  the  Yellowstone, 
just  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Bighorn.  Fort  Pease  was  a  stockade 
constructed  in  1875,  near  the  mouth  of 


the  Bighorn,  as  a  defense  against 
a  party  of  Sioux  Indians  and 
also  as  a  trading  post.  Remnants 
of  Fort  Pease  still  stand  on  the 
original  site.  Other  locations  of 
forts  remain  a  mystery. 

Rural  America:  Located  about 
half-way  between  Miles  City 
and  Billings  on  Interstate  94, 
Hysham  has  just  about  every- 
thing a  visitor  could  need.  This 
agricultural  community  spreads 
out  in  a  panorama  of  green 
fields,  pasture  land  and  strips  of 
grain.  The  community  has  four 
churches,  a  swimming  pool  for  young- 
sters and  adults,  a  city  park  with  cov- 
ered picnic  facilities  and  free  overnight 
camping,  and  tennis  courts  available  at 
the  school.  For  small  airplanes,  there  is 
a  lighted  airport  landing  strip  about 
two  miles  east  of  Hysham  along  a  sec- 
ondary highway. 

Treasure  County  has  a  museum  on 
Hysham' s  main  street.  "Tales  of 
Treasure  County,"  a  history  of  the 
people  and  events  of 
the  area  is  sold  at  the 
museum.  Across  from 
the  museum  is  the  historic  Yucca 
Theater.  A  white  buffalo  concrete 
sculpture  is  an  item  of  historic  and 
artistic  interest  that  stands  as  a  sen- 
tinel in  front  of  the  theater. 

Wildlife,  Roping,  Recreation:  Deer 
and  antelope,  pheasants,  geese, 
turkeys,  grouse,  sage  hens,  and  ducks 
make  good  hunting  for  local  and  out- 
of-state  hunters. 

The  Myers  Arena,  about  six  miles 
from  Hysham,  is  operated  by  members 
of  the  Treasure  Riders,  who  sponsor 
roping  and  riding  events  during  sum- 
mer months. 

Along  the  Yellowstone,  which  mean- 
ders through  the  area,  there  are 
numerous  access  sites  for  traveler 
enjoyment.  As  shown  on  the  map, 
there  is  a  boat  dock  at  the  state  fishing 
access  site  at  Myers  Bridge.  Take  a 
break  in  Hysham  and  explore  the  fos- 
sil dig.  Enjoy  agate  hunting  or  fishing, 
camping  or  boating. 


Everyone  is  invited  to  enjoy  the 
annual  4th  of  July  parade  and  barbe- 
cue at  the  City  Park. 

Sanders  Gym,  seven  miles  east  of 
Hysham  on  Old  Highway  10  is  listed 
on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.  Historic  architecture  enthusi- 
asts may  view  the  70'x40'  log  structure 
by  making  a  phone  call  in  advance  to 
(406)  342-5384.  Any  group  may  rent 
the  building. 


HYSHAM  MOTEL 

5th  &  Orchard 
Hysham,  Ml  59038 

(406)  342-5469 
E-mail:  hollowell@mcn.net 

Good  Game  &  Bird  Hunting 


Patricks* 
Cafe  &  Lounge 

Hysham,  Montana 

•  Angus  Steaks 

•  BBQ  Ribs  &  Chicken 

•  Homemade  Breads 

Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinners 

Cafe  Open  Tues  -  Sat  7  am  to  9  pm 

Sunday  -  Brunch  Only  11  am  to  4  pm 

Lounge  Hours  -  1 1  am  to  ? 

Closed  Mondays 

(406)  342-5766 


Additional 
HYSHAM,  MONTANA 

Businesses  &  Services 

Manning  International,  Inc. 
Case  International 

Farm  Equipment  •  International  Trucks 

Friendly  Comer 

Gasoline  &  Oil  •  Travel  Shop 
(406)  342-5888 

Sarpy  Creek  Guest  House 

P.O.  Box  109,  Hysham,  MT  59038 
(406)  342-5668 

Cat  Coulee  Beds  'N'  Birds 

off  Sumatra  Road,  North  of  Hysham 
(406)  749-0095  •  (406)  342-5411 

Hysham  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Exit  67, 1-94 
(406)  342-5457 

Treasure  County  Museum 

Hysham,  MT  59038,  Open  afternoons, 
Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day 
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"The  town  was 
very  prettily  locat- 
ed along  the  bank 
of  the 

Yellowstone..."  So 
wrote  a  steamboat  captain  about 
Junction  City  in  the  1880's.  Not  much 
remains  of  Junction  today  —  some  old 
bottles  and  buttons  and  lots  of  tall 
tales  —  but  the  same  quote  can  be  said 
of  Custer,  the  offshoot  of  Junction, 
bom  as  the  Yellowstone  washed  away 
at  her. 

Custer  is  a  friendly  town  with  lots  of 
surprises  for  the  traveler.  Along  the 
nearby  Yellowstone  River  there  is  fish- 
ing, camping,  boating  and  water  ski- 
ing. Explore  rustic  Boothill  Cemetery 
and  the  site  of  old  Junction,  north  of 
downtown  Custer,  dedicated  to  the 
driver  of  an  ill-fated  stage  coach,  — 
"She  was  a  daisy  while  she  lasted." 

Services  available  in  Custer  include 
a  motel,  antique  and  gift  shop,  gaso- 
line, groceries,  eats,  repairs,  and  the 
local  pubs.  Take  a  break  and  stretch 
your  legs  in  the  city  park,  which 


boasts  tennis  courts,  a  volleyball  court 
and  plenty  of  room  for  picnics.  The 
old  Great  Northern  Depot  is  in  the 
park.  Though  the  depot  is  in  the 
process  of  being  restored,  shiny  new 
restroom  facilities  are  already  avail- 
able for  public  use. 
The  River 

Fishing  Variety:  The  lower 
Yellowstone  has  an  amazing  uncrowd- 
ed  fishery  all  its  own  —  channel  cat- 
fish, sauger,  ling,  walleye,  shovelnose 
sturgeon  and  trout. 

The  Captain  Clark  fishing  access  is 
approximately  nine  miles  west  of 
Custer.  The  area  is  about  95  acres  of 
mostly  agricultural  land.  Exit  off  1-94 
at  the  Waco  Interchange.  Take  the 
Frontage  Road  east  approximately  2.5 
miles,  then  turn  toward  the  river  for 
3/4  of  a  mile  to  the  access. 

The  Manuel  Lisa  fishing  access  is 
about  4.5  miles  east  of  Custer.  The 
area  is  about  34  acres  of  shady  bottom 
land.  Exit  off  1-94  at  the  State  Highway 
47  exit.  Travel  two  miles  east  on  the 
Frontage  Road.  Buffalo  berry  bushes 


Channel  Catfish.  Photo 
by  Chris  Wester 


offer  tiny  ripened  orange-red  berries 
in  late  August.  Watch  the  thorns  that 
protect  each  cluster! 

"Poor  Man's  Lobster:"  Ling,  the  eel- 
like fish  with  the  strange  appearance 
and  the  delicious  flavor  of  lobster,  are 
caught  in  the  Bighorn  and  Yellowstone 
Rivers  from  the  end  of  November  to 
the  end  of  February.  Night  fishermen 
and  -women  who  fish  for  ling  also 
land  huge  catfish  from  these  river 
waters.  Minnows  and  worms  are  the 
bait  to  use.  Custer,  just  minutes  away 
from  the  confluence  of  these  two 
rivers,  has  many  resident  experts  who 
can  provide  anglers  with  directions 
and  tips. 

Agates:  This  is  also  a  prime  agate 
hunting  area.  Floating  the  river  allows 
recreationists  to  search  the  many  sand 
and  gravel  bars  along  the  shore  as  well 
as  those  exposed  in  midstream. 
Western  Fun 

Roping:  Join  the  fun  of  Custer's 
Labor  Day  Roping  and  Dance 
September  2-3  in  2000. 


0 


_^^Fort  Custer  Bar  & 
tfl^      Restaurant 

^-^^^       John  &  Alice  Sjostrom 

•Steaks  •  Sandwiches  •  Soup  •  Casino 

Machines  •  Camping  &  Tent  Spaces 

Custer,  Montana  •  (406)  856-4191 

Hwy  47  &  1-94,  Exit  49 


PERRIN  OIL  &  PARTS 

1-94  Exit  47  •  Custer,  MT. 
(406)  856-4156  or 
(406)856-4167 
Free  Maps 


Additional 

CUSTER,  MONTANA 

Businesses  &  Services 

D&L  Cafe,  Motel  &  Antiques 

Boxl05,  Custer,  MT  59024 
(406)  856-4128 


Page  88— Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 2000 


Golden  Valley  County  was  named 
one  autumn  day 
after  frost  had  col- 
ored the  trees 
along  the 
Musselshell  River 
a  brilliant  yellow.  The  river  flows 
across  the  width  of  the  county,  and  for 
present  day  tourist  travel.  Interstate 
Highway  12  follows  the  same  scenic 
route.  In  contrast,  the  Big  Snowy 
Mountains  lie  east  and  west  on  the 
northern  border.  Long  ago,  the  last  of 
the  road  signs  which  marked  the 
famous  Buffalo  Trail  Highway  were 
taken  as  souvenirs.  Today,  a  historic 
monument  commemorates  the  site 
where  Chief  Joseph  and  the  Nez  Perce 
Indians  crossed  the  Musselshell  River 
in  their  flight  north  toward  Canada. 
Ryegate 

Dead  Man's  Basin:  Ryegate,  the 
county  seat,  is  on  the  western  edge  of 
the  Custer  Country  tourism  region. 
Nestled  under  the  high  rimrocks  of  the 
Musselshell  River,  the  town  is  set  in 
true  central  Montana  cattle  and  sheep 
ranch  land.  The  State  Recreation  Area 
of  Dead  Man's  Basin,  a  few  miles  west, 
is  well  known  for  camping,  fishing, 
boating  and  swimming. 

Services:  In  Ryegate  a  visitor  will 
find  a  grocery  store,  restaurant,  two 
bars,  a  post  office,  and  gas  station. 


Lavina 

About  45  miles  northwest  of 
Billings,  on  Highway  3,  the  most  direct 
route  to  Canada  from  the  south,  is 
Lavina,  the  center  of  a  farming  and 
ranching  community  where 
everyone  is 
consid- 
ered a 
friend  and 
neighbor. 

History: 
Lavina,  on 
the  north- 
south  route, 
was  an  early 
trading  post 
and  stage 
stop,  started 
in  the  late 
1800's  by 
Walter  Burke, 
who  operated 
the  stage  line. 
When  the  rail- 
road came 
through  in  the 
early  1900's,  many 
of  the  buildings  in 
town  were  built, 

the  historic  Adams  Hotel  being  one  of 
the  first.  This  famous  landmark  shll 
sits  on  Main  Street  as  a  tribute  to  this 
once  bustling  town. 


Travel  Montana  Photo 

Fishing:  The  Musselshell  River  is 
noted  for  its  catfish  and  trout.  Hunting 
and  fishing  licenses  can  be  purchased 
at  the  Lavina  Bar.  Stop  and  fish  in 
some  of  the  lakes  and 
streams  or  hunt  the  vari- 
ous wildlife  that  is  in  the 
area. 

Services:  Lavina  has 
a  country  store,  cafe, 
trader  shop  with 
Montana-made  items, 
city  park,  service  sta- 
tion, a  bar,  post  office, 
churches,  a  senior  cit- 
izen center,  and  a 
meat  cutting  busi- 
ness. A  blacksmith 
and  a  potter  make  a 
variety  of  items. 
Broadview 

Ducks: 

Broadview  Pond 

near  Broadview, 

on  Highway  3 

north  of  Billings 

in  Yellowstone 


l^^sjer- 


pion&Hom 
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County,  is  noted  for  its 


variety  of  waterfowl  for  photography 
opportunities.  Waterfowl  season 
attracts  local  and  out-of-state  hunters 
to  the  area  that  offers  a  good  day 
afield  and  a  refreshing  stop  in  the 
friendly  town  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
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Roundup 


h 


Old  Timers  Rodeo  Full  of  Spills  and  Thrills 

Mike  McCleary  Photo     \ 


Roundup  — 
a  town  with  a 
unique  name  —  is 
nestled  in  the  val- 
ley near  the 
Musselshell  River. 


It  has  long  been  renowned  for  its  nat- 
ural geographic  design  for  rounding 
up  livestock.  It  is  still  a  place  where 
old-fashioned  values  and  ideals  are 
present. 
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Head  'Em  Up! 

Cattle  Drive:  One  of  the  highlights 
in  Roundup  this  year  will  be  the 
eleventh  annual  Roundup  Cattle 
Drive.  This  event  is  organized  by 
Roundup  Cattle  Drive,  Inc.  The  drive 
is  the  western  adventure  of  a  lifetime 
(though  not  as  dramatic  as  the  movie, 
"City  Slickers,"  makes  it  look!) 

You'll  enjoy  the  scenery  of  the  wide 
open  trail  for  six  days  and  seven 


nights,  August  13-18,  this  summer. 

One  of  the  previous  cattle  drive  par- 
ticipants shared  these  highlights  of  the 
journey: 

"The  adventure  begins  with  riders 
and  horses  being  matched  up.  Those 
of  us  who  are  a  little  too  'asphalt'  for 
five  days  on  horseback  were  assigned 
to  wagon  seats.  Seasoned  cowboys 
were  on  hand  to  help  get  horses  sad- 
dled and  guests  settled. 


"The  first  night's  campsite  was  just  a  few  miles  down  the 
trail.  We  pitched  tents,  had  showers  (tent  style),  and  had  a 
fantastic  meal,  fit  for  an  outdoor  appetite.  We'd  already 
made  lots  of  friends  and  enjoyed  live  western  music  and 
dancing  under  the  stars  in  the  middle  of  the  prairie.  I  heard 
a  coyote  call  as  I  was  falling  asleep. 

"It  is  up  at  dawn  on  the  trail,  watching  wranglers  catch 
horses.  We  were  greeted  with  a  hearty  breakfast  with  cow- 
boy coffee. 

"We  had  lots  of  fun  events  and  only  minor  mishaps  on 
the  trail.  One  of  the  favorite  stories  of  mine  is  about  a  girl 
from  New  York  who  was  on  the  drive  with  us.  Her 
boyfriend  saw  some  television  cover- 
age of  her  on  the  drive, 
and  he  flew  out  and 
met  her  and  presented 
her  with  an  engage- 
ment ring. 

"For  me,  it  was  just 
the  time  of  my  life.  I'm 
going  back  this  next 
year!" 

This  year's  drive  will 
begin  at  the  ranch  house 
of  the  Brown  Ranch,  about 
30  nules  outside  of 
Roundup.  Not  a  single 
motorized  vehicle  will  be 
seen  during  the  cattle  drive 
days.  Besides  being  fun,  the 
cattle  drive  is  a  real  learning 
experience  for  participants 
who  get  a  chance  to  find  out 
exactly  what  farming  and 

ranching  operations  are  all  about  and  why  the  delicate  bal- 
ance of  the  environment  has  always  been  so  crucial  here. 

Roundup's  cattle  drives  kicked  off  with  Montana's 
Centennial  Cattle  Drive  in  1989.  Over  3,500  riders  saddled 
up  alongside  250  wagons  and  herded  3,000  head  of  cattle 
from  Roundup  to  Billings. 


Around  Town 

Fascinating  Business  District:  The  city  has  undergone  a 
rejuvenation.  The  linden  and  flowering  crab  trees  that  you 
see  flourishing  along  Main  Street  were  a  project  of  the 
Beauty  Undertaken  for  Decades  (BUD)  organization.  The 
trees  were  planted  by  many  people  in  the  community  and 
symbolize  a  united  effort.  Planters  full  of  flowers  and 
benches  for  a  rest  in  the  business  district  are  other  inviting 
touches. 

Businesses  offer  every- 
thing from  quilt  and  cloth- 
ing shops  to  antiques  and 
gourmet  and  espresso  cof- 
fee shops.  Restaurant 
selections  include  a  fami- 
ly cafe,  fast  food  and  din- 
ing/lounges. 
Parks  and 
'       Campgrounds:  The  city 
has  a  park,  outdoor 
swimming  pool,  golf 
course,  hospital, 
municipal  airport  and 
a  museum.  The 
CowBelle 

Campground,  locat- 
ed at  the  fair- 
grounds on  the 
southeastern  edge 
of  Roundup,  offers 
free  overnight  camping  and  RV 
parking.  The  peaceful  setting,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Musselshell  River,  provides  a  beautiful  location  for  family 
reunions,  camping  and  barbecues.  An  RV  dump  is  available 
at  Bartow's  Welding,  806  1st  E.  in  town. 
Stories  of  the  Past 

Museum:  Roundup  is  famous  for  its  Musselshell  Valley 
Historical  Museum,  open  May  through  September,  1-5  p.m. 
daily.  On  entering,  sign  in  on  the  old  registry  of  the  early 
day  Adams  Hotel  of  Lavina.  The  museum  houses  a  coal 
tunnel,  complete  with  wooden  car,  carbide  lamps,  lunch 


National  Senior 
Pro  Rodeo  Association 

•  For  that  special  group  of  Cowboys  and 

Cowgirls  reaching  40  and  beyond. 

•  Over  fifty  sanctioned  Senior  Pro  Rodeos 

throughout  the  year. 

•  National  Senior  Pro  Rodeo  Finals  in 

November  in  Reno,  Nevada. 

Plan  to  watch  the  Legends  of  Rodeo  in  action. 

For  Senior  Pro  Rodeos  in  Custer  Country 
Contact  the  National  Office. 

Senior  Pro  Rodeo,  P.O.  Box  419, 

Roundup,  MT  59072 

(406)  323-3380 
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Trading  Company 

MONTANA  GIFTS  &  SOUVENIRS 

Guns  •  Saddles  •  Jewelry 

•  Old  Time  Photography  •  Jerky 

F/7EE  Western  &  Wildlife  Display 

136  Main  Street  •  Roundup,  MT  59072 

(406)323-1333 


PIONEER  CAFE 

Welcome  All  Visitors  & 
Local  Customers 
We're  well  known  for  our  homemade 

^^f'^  ^   •  Cinnamon  Rolls  4^^ "^^ 
^"^      •  Biscuits  &  Gravy      ''^^ 

•  Chicken  Fried  Steak      ^'"^ 

*  Soups  *  Pies 


'^CY^    Open  Daily  6  am  -  8  pm     e,^*' 


A<^ 


'^'■'^t'  '    Main  Street  -  Roundup  "^^t^:!^^^ 
(406)  323-2622 

Homey  Atmosphere  &  Friendly  Service 
&  Full  Menu  at  Affordable  Prices. 


MEMBEH 

FDIC 

FHJEFW.  WPOSir  reuRANtt  CORPtjKft  IKjN 

•Complete  Commercial 
Banking  Service 

•Checking  Accts. 

•Savings  Accts. 

•Loans 

•Banking  by  Mail 

•24-Hour  Banking  ATM 

•Local  Decisions 

•Personal  Service 

Your  locally-owned  independent 
bank  serves  you  best. 

401  Main 

Roundup     (406)  323-1 1 00 


pails,  maps  and  photos.  The  exhibits 
tell  the  story  of  the  birth  of  Roundup. 

Other  exhibits  include  fossils,  local 
Indian  artifacts,  and  paintings  by  local 
artists.  Special  rooms  display  the  old 
Rothiemy  Store  and  post  office,  a  one 
room  rural  school,  a  dressmaker  shop, 
and  original  operating  rooms  of  the 
old  Vicars  Hospital. 

Changing  exhibits,  such  as  quilt 
shows,  and  local  artist  and  sculpture 
showings  are  scheduled  for  one  area 
of  the  museum  during  the  summer 
months.  The  grounds  have  a  black- 
smith shop,  print  shop  and  the  old  NF 
Ranch  home,  built  in  1884.  Guided 
tours  through  the  museum  are  actually 
living  history  lessons.  No  admission  is 
charged. 

Wildlife  Museum:  A  free  western 
and  wildlife  museum  at  Bull  Mountain 
Trading  Company  on  Main  Street  has 
some  spectacular  taxidermy  mounts 
and  tools,  trappings,  and  memories  of 
the  West. 

A  hanging  tree  scene  on  Roundup's 
main  street  is  a  reminder  of  early-day 
jusHce  in  Montana  Territory. 

Where  the  Deer  and  Antelope  Roam 
Scenery  and  Wildlife:  The  Bull 


TTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

ROUNDUP'S       -^ 
;^  GENERAL  STORE  ^ 

Trustworthy  Hardware  "* 
^_      Ben  Franklin  Crafts     _, 

i_  ^  Hunting  &  Fishing  Gear  _^ 

^  Clothing  for  the  Whole  Family 

^  f^  Montana  Gifts  "^ 

•-  (^  Toys  -I 

,_  ^  Building  Materials  from  the     _i 

Foundation  up 

342  Main  Street 
•"  Roundup,  MT  59072  ~* 

*-  (406)  323-1977  •  1-800-498-1977  "• 
l_  Enjoy  Sports  Inc.  _| 

illlliiilillll 


ARCADE 

BAR  &  SPORTING  GOODS 

230  MAIN,  ROUNDUP,  MONTANA  59072 
(406)323-1304 

We  Welcome  You  to  Come  see  the 

Largest  tion-typical  Royal  Elk  ever 

taken  in  Montana  -  7th  in  tlje  World. 

Enjoy  our  Six  Original 

Fred  Tressl  Painting. 

Roundup  was  also  the 

Headquarters  to  the 

Great  '89  Centennial  Cattle  Drive. 


Mountains,  south  of  Roundup,  offer 
beautiful  roadside  geology  and  pine 
trees.  Companies,  adhering  to  careful 
reclamation  processes,  mine  coal  in 
these  mountains.  North  of  town  are  oil 
wells,  evidence  of  another  rich  mineral 
in  the  area.  Also  near  Roundup  are  the 
CM.  Russell  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
and  the  Lewis  and  Clark  National 
Forest. 

Watch  for  deer,  antelope,  turkeys 
and  pheasants  when  you  drive 
through  the  area.  Sharp-eyed  spotters 
will  see  elk  grazing  against  the  back- 
drop of  the  Bull  Mountains.  Deer  are 
especially  noticeable  at  dusk  and 
dawn  on  the  side  roads. 

Fishing:  The  Musselshell  River, 
noted  for  its  fine  trout  and  catfish,  also 
offers  plentiful  spots  for  relaxing  pic- 
nics along  its  lazy  banks.  The  oblong 
mussels,  for  which  the  river  is  named, 
can  be  collected  as  "jewels  of  the 
Musselshell." 

Action! 

Activities:  Summer  months  in  the 
Roundup  area  are  full  of  activities 
such  as  rodeos  ("rodeo"  is  the  Spanish 
word  for  "roundup"),  bazaars  and 
demolition  derbies.  Spring,  summer 


(fahionis 

HOMETOWN 
PMWID 


TIGER  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
FULL-SERVICE  PHARMACY 
COMPLETE  IN-STORE  DELI 

(406)  323-2410       Roundup,  MT  59072 


INN 


•  Motel  and  Apartments 

•  Walking  distance  to 

Restaurants  &  Stores 

Microwaves,  Fridge  upon  request 

•  Pets  Allowed 

630  Main 
Roundup,  MT  59072 

(406)323-1000 
Res:  1-888-422-1224 

Judi  Boiler.  Manager 
Mountain  Financial 
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and  fall  outdoor  activities  include  fish- 
ing, hunting,  backpacking,  camping, 
golf,  tennis,  sightseeing  and  photogra- 
phy. Cross  country  ski- 
ing and 
snow- 
mobil- 
ing  add 
to  the 
winter- 
time fun. 

Bump 
&Run 
Motocross: 
You  will 
want  to  be 
sure  to 
attend  the 
Bump  &  Run 
motocross 
compehtions 
held  through- 
out the  sum- 
mer. The  excite- 
ment and  thrill 
is  contagious  as 

the  drivers  navigate  turns,  bumps  and 
jumps  while  trying  to  "bump"  the 
other  drivers  out  of  the  way  and  be 
the  first  to  cross  the  finish  line. 

Old  Timers  Rodeo:  The  National 
Old  Timers  Rodeo  Association,  orga- 


Catt\e 


DT^e 


^ag,o" 


train 


Fisher's  A&W 
Restaurant 

(406)323-1901 

Where  our  food  is  as 

good  as  our  Root  Beer! 

Remember,  we  deliver 

Open  10:30  a.m.  Daily 

919  Main 

Roundup,  Montana 


nized  in  1979,  is  headquartered  in 
Roundup. 
Montana  was 
one  of  the  origi- 
nal seven  states 
in  the  organiza- 
tion which 
holds  fifty 
sanctioned 
rodeos  each 
year. 

Contestants 
participate 
in  these 
events  to 
qualify  for 
the 

National 
Finals 
held 
each  fall. 

GeraW 

Towns  East  of  Roundup 

Smaller  and  Quieter  Now:  While 
you  are  in  the  area,  check  out  these 
towns  along  Highway  12,  between 
Forsyth  and  Roundup.  Musselshell  is  a 
quiet  little  town  with  easy  access  to 
the  Musselshell  River.  Nearby  are 
Melstone,  Ingomar,  Sumatra  and 
Vananda.  Once  bustling  agriculture 


IdeatMoteC  &  "RV  Tarfi 

926  Main  Street  Roundup,  MT 


Spotless  Rooms  •  Painless  Prices 

Toll  Free  1-888-323-3371 

Renovated  Rooms 

Cable  TV  (Showtime  &  Disney) 

l\1icrowaves 
^   Refrigerators 
O   Air  Conditioning 

Pets  Welcome 


Full  RV  Hookups 
Modern  Shower  Facilities 


towns  along  Highway  12,  the  now 
small  communities  remain  as  fronhers 
of  close-knit  neighborliness  to  area  res- 
idents. The  Jersey  Lilly  Cafe  at 
Ingomar  is  known  for  its  rustic  ameni- 
ties and  good  pot  of  beans. 


2000  Events  in  Roundup 

April:  Musselshell  Valley  Historical 

Museum  Opens 30 

May:  Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally  .7 

June:  Bump  &  Run  Motocross 4 

July:  Parade,  Night  Show, 

Fireworks 2 

Parade  &  NRA  Rodeo  3-4 

Tri-County  Horse  Show 15 

County  &  4-H  Fair 18-22 

Shakespeare  in  the  Park TBA 

Aug.:  Bump  &  Run  Motocross 6 

Roundup  Cattle  Drive 13-18 

Sept.:  Bump  &  Run  Motocross 10 

Musselshell  Valley  Historical 

Museum  Closes  ....end  of  September 

Oct.:  Halloween  Parade 31 

Dec:  Christmas  Stroll 1 

Community  Christmas  Concert.... TBA 


VAN  DYKE'S 

SUPERMARKET 


Food  M  Farm 


Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 


1215  Main,  Roundup,  Montana  59072 
Tracy  &  Linda  Barta,  Owners  (406)  323-2802 


BUSY  BEE  CAFE  &  GIFT  SHOP 


"Salad  Bar  Like  None  Other 

'  Homemade  pies  &  pastry 
>  Hard  Ice  Cream  Treats 

•  Friday  Night  Western  Buffet 

•  Sunday  Breal<fast  Buffet 

•  Steal(s -Burgers -Chicken -Seafooi 

•  Beer  &  Wine  -  Gaming 

'  Golden  Fork  &  Silver  Spoon  Awards  *« 

Roundup,  MT 
(406)323-2204      ^^^,    


Buses  Welcome 


BIG  SKY  MOTEL 

"You  are  a  stranger  only  once" 

22  DELUXE  UNITS 

*  REASONABLE  RATES  0  COLOR  TV  #  QUEEN  BEDS 

ft  NON-SMOKING  ROOMS  «  AIR  CONDITIONED  «  PHONES 

Hwy.  12  &  87,  740  Main,  Roundup,  MT 
(406)  323-2303 


^^^^H 


VISA 
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Huntley  Project 


Huntley  Project  Museum 


lcW7S:gricu Itura I  history 


;■    Huntley  Projed,  lt)ca 
Billings  on  1-94,  is  a  valley  of  lush 
crops.  The  valley  is  actually  made  up 
of  four  small  communities:  Huntley, 
Worden,  Ballantine,  and  Pompeys 
Pillar.  All  of  the  towns  offer  traveler 
comforts  including  food,  gas  stations, 
and  groceries. 

The  name  "Himtley  Project"  is  short 
for  Huntley  Irrigation  Project,  whidiis 


BOMESTEASE&  DAYS 


•  Fireworks 

•  Evening  Show 

•  Parade  •  Contests 

July  15-16 

3  miles  east  of  Huntley  20  miles 
east  of  Billings  on  Highway  312 

•  Kiddie  Rides 

•  Crafts  Show 

•  Livestock  Competitions 

•  Food  Concessions 

•  Game  Concessions 

•  Beer  Garden 

Presented  by  Huntley 

Project  Lions  & 

Lionesses 


the  second  U.S.  Bureau  dfl^clamation 
irrigation  project.  The  area  was  part  of 
the  Crow  Indian  Reservation  from 
1874  to  1904  when  the  government 
purchased  the  35,000  acres,  stretching 
27  miles  —  from  Huntley  east  to  the 
Little  Bull  Mountains. 

The  irrigation  headgates  opened  on 
the  project  July  22,  1907,  and  home- 
steading  began,  just  101  years  after 
Captain  William  Clark  chronicled  the 
area  in  maps  and  notations  in  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Journals.  The 
Huntley  Post  Office  was  established  in 
1877,  one  mile  upstream  from  present 
day  Huntley.  It  was  a  stage  stahon  and 
stopping  off  place  for  freighters  and 
travelers.  It  also  served  as  head  of 
steamboat  navigation  on  the 
Yellowstone  River.  In  1882  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  built  a  section  house 
and  depot  a  mile  east  and  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  the 
growth  center  of  Huntley  followed. 
Since  the  town  was  located  in  the  pro- 
ject, the  name  "Huntley  Irrigation 
Project"  came  naturally. 
Reliving  the  Heritage 

Homesteader  Days:  In  1964, 
Huntley  Project  Lions  Club  organized 
the  first  "Homesteader  Days." 

The  two-day  celebration  is  held  each 
year  on  the  third  weekend  in  July  at 
Homesteader  Park,  located  adjacent  to 
the  State  Experiment  Station,  which  is 
15  miles  east  of  Billings  on  Old 
Highway  10  and  also  accessible  off  the 
interstate.  See  the  map  illustration  on 
the  next  page. 

The  Annual  Homesteader  Days  will 
be  July  15-16,  2000.  Homesteader  Hall, 


a  memorial  to  homesteaders  who  set- 
tled the  area,  was  a  1989  Montana  '^ 
state  centennial  project  of  the  Huntle3?* 
Project  Lions  Club.  (The  40x60, 
kitchen-equipped  hall  is  available  for  -; 
reunions  and  other  group  activities  '^ 
when  reservations  are  made  by  callingii 
(406)  967-2733.) 

The  celebration  honors  a  hardy 
breed  of  pionegsrs  jv"hockB»e*oh  foot,  j 
by  covered  wagon,  or  by  immigrant 
train  to  carve  out  a  fertile  valley  in  a 
land  of  sagebrush  and  greasewood. 

Homesteader  Days  activiHes  are 
designed  for  all  ages,  just  as  they  were 
in  early  history.  They  include  parades, 
booths,  crafts,  bingo,  homesteader 
games,  antique  machinery,  a  floor 
show,  kiddie  rides  and  church  ser- 
vices. Festivities  include  a  homestead- 
er dinner,  beer  garden  and  fireworks, 
too. 

The  admission  is  just  one  dollar  for 
adults  and  children  12  and  older.  All 
younger  children  are  admitted  free. 

Threshing  Bee:  The  12th  Annual 
Threshing  Bee  is  Aug.  19-20  at  the 
Huntley  Project  Museum  of  Irrigated 
Agriculture  next  to  the  MSU 
Experiment  Station,  approximately  15 
miles  east  of  Billings  on  U.S.  Highway 
312  between  Huntley  and  Worden. 
Presented  by  the  South  Central 
Montana  AnHque  Tractor  and 
Machinery  Association,  the  show  will 
feature  steam  and  gas  threshing,  an 
antique  tractor  pull,  a  stationary 
engine  display,  tractor  and  horse 
plowing,  hay  baling,  binding,  saw  mill 
and  shingle  mill,  working  blacksmith 
shop,  tractor  compeHtions,  a  parade. 
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arts,  crafts,  musical  entertainment  and  concessions.  Visitors 
and  exhibitors  are  welcome.  For  information  write  Dick  or 
Sue  Tombrink,  2250  Rd.  12  N.,  Worden,  MT  59088  or  call 
(406)  967-6687. 
Story  of  the  Land 

Museum  of  Irrigated  Agriculture:  The  Huntley  Project 
Museum  of  Irrigated  Agriculture  is  located  in  the  townsite 
of  the  early-day  town  called  Osborn.  The  collection  is 
southern  Montana's  most  outstanding  museum  of  irrigated 
agriculture  artifacts,  with  over  5,000  items  displayed.  It  is 
the  most  complete  museum  of  beet,  small  grain  and  early- 
day  machinery,  much  of  which  has  been  restored  to  origi- 
nal condition  and  painted  with  authentic  colors. 

The  museum  interprets  the 
preservation,  restoration  and 
display  of  the  machinery, 
buildings  and  other  home- 
steader implements,  which 
were  used  by  settlers  of  the 
irrigation  project  area. 

The  slogan  of  the  museum 
is  inviting  in  itself:  "A  thou- 
sand smiles  and  a  million 
memories  await  you."  And  to 
that,  the  community  adds  a 
warm  invitation  to  take  a  short  diversion  off  the  interstate 
into  the  artifacts  and  tools  of  its  agricultural  heritage. 


Readers  interested  in  the  details  about  Huntley  Irrigation 
Project,  "Old  Huntley"  and  the  Huntley  Project  Museum 
may  write  to:  Huntley  Project  Museum,  c/o  Jerrol  Mueller, 
2561  S.  22nd  Rd.,  Worden,  MT  59088. 

A  gift  shop  and  antique  shop  are  located  at  the  museum 
complex. 
2000  Activities  in  Huntley 

Homesteader  Days July  1 5-16 

Threshing  Bee August  19-20 

Highway  Attractions 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe:  Heading  east  from  Huntley  and 
Pompeys  Pillar,  watch  the  sandstone  hillsides  for  a  statue  of 
Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe.  The  local  project  put  this  area  of 

Montana  under  the  watchful 
eye  of  the  statue  of  the  appari- 
tion of  the  Mother  of  God, 
which  occurred  near  Mexico 
City  in  1531.  It  is  just  past  1-94 
mile  marker  33  and  is  illumi- 
nated at  night. 

In  the  same  area,  holiday 
travelers  are  treated  to  a 
manger  scene  on  the  north 
side  of  the  interstate,  where 
the  Conter  Ranch  sets  up  an 
outdoor  creche  that  is  often  surrounded  by  their  live,  long- 
eared  spotted  asses. 


Battle  Reenactments  Seal  Friendships 


A  new  adventure  vacation  near 
Pompeys  Pillar,  MT,  is  designed  to 
bring  the  European  American  and 
Native  American  races  closer  together. 
Re-enactors  play  the  roles  of  their 
ancestors. 

According  to  Michael  Trapasso, 
"When  I  first  got  involved  in  the  plan- 
ning of  this  event  ...  while  talking  to 
Indian  organizers,  it  dawned  on  me 
that  we  want  to  play  U.S.  Cavalry  vs. 
Indians  with  real  Indians  ...  and  they 
want  to  play  Indians  vs.  U.S.  Cavalry 
with  real  cavalry.  Why  not?" 

Travelers  can  sign  up  to  be  actual 
mounted  or  dismounted  participants 
from  June  16-18,  2000.  "All  the  re-enac- 
tors attempt  to  maintain  a  high  level  of 
authenticity  with  their  clothing,  accou- 
trements and  weapons,"  said  Trepasso. 
"It  provides  an  opportunity  to  show- 
case the  rich  Native  American  culture. 
The  Indians  enlighten  the  spectators 
and  cavalrymen  with  their  rights  of 
passage  from  boyhood  to  manhood 
and  demonstrating  the  stages  of 
becoming  a  chief.  Indian  women  per- 
form their  native  dances  and  display 
their  exquisite  craftsmanship."  Cavalry 
uniforms,  and  the  dress  of  wives  and 
children  are  similarly  authentic. 

A  1999  trooper  from  Tennessee  com- 


mented, "My  kids  could  never  experi- 
ence this  much  in  the  classroom.  What 
a  wonderful  way  to  learn." 

The  re-enactors  stage  a  variety  of 
famous  battles,  learning  first-hand 
what  the  actual  encounters  would  have 
been  like  from  both  sides.  After  each 
battle,  the  final  command  is 
"Resurrect!" 

"Each  battle  resurrection  of  the  slain 


is  followed  by  smiles,  handshakes  and 
other  outward  signs  of  friendship.  It 
gives  re-enactors  a  chance  to  'play 
together'." 

Spectators  are  welcome  at  battle  ses- 
sions for  a  nominal  fee. 

To  sign  on  as  a  warrior  or  cavalry- 
man, contact  Fun  Adventures  Tours 
listed  on  page  7  of  this  book. 


Re-enactors  participate  in  battle  scene.  Mike  Pierry,  Jr.  Photo 
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Captain  Clark,  pictured  above,  inscribed  his  name  on  the  face  of  Pompeys  Pillar  on  July  25, 1806.  Donnie  Sexton  Photo 

On  the  Trail  of  William  Clark's  Journey  Home 


The  bicenten- 
nial celebration  of 
the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Expedition, 
one  of  the  most 
daring  adventures  undertaken  in  "The 
New  World,"  is  just  around  the  comer, 
2003-2006. 

The  return  trip,  Clark's  exploration 
of  the  Yellowstone  River  route 
through  Yellowstone  Country  and 
Custer  Country,  is  one  of  the  most 
exciting,  most  picturesque  portions  of 
the  journey. 

Following  the  1803  purchase  of  the 
Louisiana  Territory  from  the  French 
Napoleon,  President  Thomas  Jefferson 
wanted  the  vast  western  lands 
explored  and  documented. 

The  Journals:  As  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Trail  Heritage  Foundation  states 
in  a  brochure,  "Captains  Meriwether 
Lewis  and  William  Clark,  together 
with  Sgts.  Ordway,  Gass  and  Floyd, 
and  Private  Whitehouse,  recorded  for 
posterity,  the  amazing  chronicle  of  this 
great  event  in  U.S.  history. 

"The  recorded  observations  of  these 


men  during  these  years  contributed 
vast  new  knowledge  of  theretofore 
unknown  facts  in  many  fields,  includ- 
ing the  physical  and  social  sciences, 
and  the  arts. 

"The  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  lit- 
erally spanned  the  North  American 
continent,  traversing  areas  which  later 
would  form  many  of  our  western 
states.  By  order  of  Congress,  the  lands 
of  the  newly  acquired  territory,  and 
the  watershed  of  the  Columbia  River 
claimed  under  discovery  by  Captain 
Robert  Gray,  were  of  paramount  inter- 
est to  the  exploring  party.  The  route 
from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  provided  priceless  docu- 
mentation of  lands,  peoples  and 
resources  within  the  present  states  of 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
Iowa,  South  Dakota,  North  Dakota, 
Montana,  Idaho,  Washington,  and 
Oregon." 

Exploring  the  Yellowstone:  Lewis 
and  the  rest  of  the  party  had  split  from 
Captain  William  Clark's  part}'  on  July 
3,  1806  south  of  present  day  Missoula 
to  further  explore  the  Marias  River 


area  north  of  the  Missouri  River.  Nine 
of  the  men  went  in  Lewis's  party. 
Among  Clark's  party  of  23  people 
were  interpreters,  Toussaint 
Charbonneau,  his  Shoshoni  wife 
Sacagawea  (also  commonly  spelled 
Sacajawea  and  meaning  "bird 
woman"),  and  their  baby  Jean 
Baptiste,  (whom  Clark  called  Pomp). 
At  Three  Forks  10  of  the  23  in  Clark's 
party  turned  north  to  retrace  the  route 
down  the  Missouri. 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Journals  chron- 
icle many  exciting  events  in  the  Custer 
Country  region,  from  the  Park  City- 
Laurel  area  to  the  Glendive  region. 

Shoshoni  "Pilot:"  From  the  Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
Yellowstone  River,  Sacagawea  was 
commended  for  recalling  Shoshoni 
travel  routes.  Clark  called  her  his 
"pilot,"  for  pointing  out  a  gap  through 
the  mountains,  the  modem  day 
Bozeman  Pass. 

Dangers:  From  the  Three  Forks  area, 
where  they  camped  July  13,  to  the 
Park  City  area,  which  they  reached  on 
July  19,  the  expedition  had  difficulty 
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finding  cottonwoods  large  enough  to 
be  made  into  canoes.  They  were  trav- 
eling overland  with 
50  horses.  Along  this 
stretch.  Private 
George  Gibson  fell 
on  a  burned  snag 
that  went  "nearly 
two  inches  into  the 
Muskeler  part  of  his 
thy,"  according  to 


crossed  the  explorers  and  horses  to  the 
south  bank  of  the  Yellowstone.  The 
canoe  and  horse  parties  split  up 


SS^ 


J-K.  Ralston  painting 


Clark's  journal 

entry.  Then,  while 

Charbonneau  was 

chasing  a  buffalo, 

his  horse  stepped 

into  a  badger  hole, 

throwing  him  over 

the  horse's  head 

and  he  was  "a 

good  deel  brused 

on  his  hip  sholder 

&  face."  The  party 

also  encountered  "emence  sworms  of 

Grasshoppers..."  Further,  Indian 

smoke  signals  had  been  seen  that  were 

interpreted  as  "takeing  us  to  be  their 

Enemy  made  this  signal  for  other 

bands  to  be  on  their  guard." 

However,  game  was  abundant. 
Chokecherry  wood  was  found  for  axe 
handles,  and,  eventually,  near  Park 
City,  suitable  cottonwoods  were  found 
for  two  canoes. 

Stolen  Horses:  On  the  morning  of 
July  21,  the  intent  of  the  smoke  signals 
was  discovered.  In  the  night,  24  of  the 
50  horses  had  been  stolen.  The  remain- 
ing horses  were  troublesome,  since 
they  insisted  on  chasing  every  buffalo 
encountered,  as  their  original  owners, 
Indians,  had  taught  them  to  do. 

Canoes  Ready:  On  July  24  they 
lashed  the  two  ready  canoes  together 
for  stability  and  headed  down  river.  It 
is  easy  to  see  why  Clark's  journals  talk 
of  the  strong  currents  and  dangers  of 
the  Yellowstone  River.  Though  calm 
on  the  surface,  undercurrents  and 
channels  are  hazardous. 

Four  men,  led  by  Sergeant  Nathaniel 
Pryor,  took  the  remaining  26  horses 
overland. 

July  24,  Clark's  group  floated  past 
where  the  Clark  Fork  River  flows  into 
the  Yellowstone  River  near  Laurel,  a 
place  the  Indians  called  "The  lodge 
where  all  dance."  Indeed,  a  large 
council  lodge  60  feet  in  diameter  had 
been  built  on  an  island  there. 

Just  west  of  present  day  Billings, 
near  Blue  Creek,  the  horse  party  met 
Clark  and  the  others,  where  they 


of  Genera,  Custer  encountering  Indians  at  Po.peys  PHlar  .  ,m. 


Courtesy  of  Bureau  of  Land  Manag, 


again.  Clark's  party  camped  east  of 
Billings  near  the  mouth  of  Pryor 
Creek. 

Pompy's  Tower:  On  July  25,  the 
nine  floaters  noticed  a  huge  sandstone 
rock  "200  feet  high  and  400  paces  in 
circumference"  not  far  from  the  river. 
Clark  climbed  it  and  saw  "Emence 
herds  of  Buffalows,  Elk  and  wolves." 


Indian  pictographs  were  on  the  rock, 
and  to  them  he  added  his  name  and 
the  date:  Wm.  Clark,  July  25,  1806.  He 
named  the  rock  Pompy's 
Tower  (now 
called  Pompeys 
Pillar)  after 
Sacagawea's 
baby,  whom  she 
carried  on  a 
cradleboard 
strapped  to  her 
back  for  the  14 
months  that  she 
accompanied  and 
aided  the  expedi- 
tion. 

Bellowing 
Buffalo:  At  the 
mouth  of  the 
Bighorn  River, 
their  July  26 
camp,  the  group 
was  kept  awake 
by  the  bellowing 


ement 
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J.K.  Ralston  Sketch  courtesy  of 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 


of  the  buffalo  bulls. 

Elk  River:  Castle  Rock,  near  present 
Forsyth,  where  the  party  camped  the 
27th,  was  noted  in  the  journals.  On  the 
28th,  floating  past  Rosebud, 
Porcupine,  and  other  creeks,  the 
notable  entry  of  the  day  was  "The  eUc 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  were  so  abun- 
dant that  we  have  not  been  out  of 
sight  of  them  today."  The  Indians,  in 
fact,  called  the  Yellowstone  River  the 
"Elk  River,"  because  of  the  vast  herds. 

On  July  29,  near  present  day  Miles 
City,  Clark  commented  on  "coal  in 
great  quantities"  in  the  hills.  On  July 
30,  after  one  of  the  most  difficult  river 
navigations  of  what  are  present  day 
Buffalo  Rapids  and  Bear  Rapids,  the 
party  came  upon  the  Glendive 
Makoshika  badlands,  which  Clark 
described  as  "birnt  hills." 

Grizzly  Bear  Encounter:  On  July  31, 
1806,  they  camped  near  present  day 
Glendive  and  recorded  seeing  a  griz- 
zly bear,  "the  largest  I  ever  saw."  It 
was  eating  a  buffalo. 

August  1  was  rainy  and  windy. 
Clark  reported  that  thousands  of  buf- 
falo were  crossing  the  river  ahead  of 
the  canoes  "as  thick  as  they  could 
swim."  The  herd  was  a  quarter  mile 
wide  and  took  an  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes  to  cross.  After  they  set  camp 
at  present  Savage  (near  Sidney)  two 
more  herds,  as  big  as  the  first,  crossed 
the  river. 

By  the  morning  of  August  3,  they 
had  reached  the  Missouri  River,  and 
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Visitors  climb  to  view  Capt.  Qark's  signature  and  to  see  the  view  from  Pomjjeys  Pillar  Photo  by  John  Brewer 


would  soon  rejoin  the  Lewis  party. 

Meanwhile,  Sgt.  Pryor  and  the  horse 
detail  had  suffered  the  rest  of  the  hors- 
es stolen.  Near  Pon\peys  Pillar  they 
constructed  bull  boats  made  of  buffalo 
hide  and  floated  the  Yellowstone. 
They  caught  up  with  the  rest  of 
Clark's  party  August  8. 

(Primary  source:  "Clark  on  the 
Yellowstone,"  Hoofprints  Magazine, 
by  John  Willard,  a  descendant  of  expe- 
dition member  Alexander  Willard;  his- 
torian updates  by  Sherman  Hubley 
based  on  Moulton,  1993.) 

On  their  journey  through  what 
would  become  Custer  Country,  Clark 
mapped  one  of  the  most  interesting 
historic  trails  in  the  world.  Watch  for 
signs  that  point  out  the  trail  and 
details  of  their  journey  as  you  travel 
where  these  brave,  early  explorers 
traveled  nearly  200  years  ago. 
Pompeys  Pillar  National  Historic 
Landmark 

Pompeys  Pillar  is  one  of  the  most 
famous  sandstone  buttes  in  the  United 
States.  It  bears  the  only  remaining 
physical  evidence  along  the  trail  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition.  On  the 
face  of  the  150  foot  butte.  Captain 
William  Clark  carved  his  name  July 
25,  1806  during  the  expedition's  return. 

He  named  the  pillar  in  honor  of 
Sacagawea's  son  Jean  Baptiste 
Charbonneau,  whom  he  had  nick- 
named "Pomp." 


Native  Americans  called  the  pillar 
"the  place  where  the  mountain  lion 
lies."  Some  observers  suggest  that  a 
sandstone  formation,  that  is  a  part  of 
the  pillar  which  resembles  a  mountain 
lion's  head,  is  the  reason  for  the  name. 
Another  theory  cites  live  mountain 
lions  being  spotted  in  the  area. 

In  November,  1991,  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Preservation  of  Pompeys  Pillar,  the 
national  landmark  and  surrounding 
land  were  purchased  from  a  private 
owner  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

Original  J.  K.  Ralston  paintings, 
other  artwork,  and  a  Lewis  and  Clark 
Trails  historical  library  were  also 
donated  to  the  public  by  the  private 
owners  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition. 

The  view  of  the  signature  will  be 
open  to  the  public  from  Memorial  Day 
through  September,  2000.  Admission 
is  $3  per  carload.  The  landmark  is 
open  to  walk-in  visitation  only  in  the 
off  season.  BLM  staff  members  and 
Pompeys  Pillar  Historical  Association 
volunteers  operate  the  attraction. 

Famous  Carving:  A  boardwalk  leads 
to  Capt.  Clark's  signature  and  to  the 
top  of  the  pillar.  Trails  lead  visitors 
past  Lewis  and  Clark  canoe  replicas 
down  to  a  view  of  the  river. 

Pompeys  Pillar  Historical 
Association,  in  cooperation  with  BLM, 
holds  "Clark  Day"  each  year.  Canoes 


reenacting  the  exploration  float  arrive 
at  the  pillar  at  4  p.m.  Food,  entertain- 
ment, and  interpretive  activities  are 
scheduled  for  the  event  which  will  be 
Sunday,  July  30,  2000. 

Another  famous  incident  recorded 
at  the  unusual  sandstone  butte 
involved  Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong 
Custer's  troops  being  fired  upon  by 
Indians.  The  men  were  surprised  in 
their  camp  across  the  river  from  the 
pillar  in  1873. 

Birds  and  wildlife  are  abundant  in 
the  area.  Visitors  can  identify  buffalo 
berries  and  other  native  vegetation. 

Development  of  the  "Clark  on  the 
Yellowstone"  interpretive  center  is  in 
progress.  The  association  is  raising  the 
funds  needed  to  build  this  center 
which  will  interpret  an  important 
chapter  of  the  expedition.  Comments 
are  welcome  and  should  be  directed 
to:  Pompeys  Pillar  Historical 
Association,  P.O.  Box  213,  Worden, 
MT  59088. 
Town  of  Pompeys  Pillar 

A  town  that  began  as  a  railroad  stop 
near  the  natural  geographic  crossing 
where  the  National  Landmark  is  locat- 
ed also  bears  the  name,  Pompeys 
Pillar.  Though  the  town  is  small,  its 
residents  are  known  for  their  large 
hospitality  and  helpfulness.  A  bar, 
which  serves  beverages  and  some 
snacks,  is  located  at  the  site  a  mile  east 
of  the  Pompeys  Pillar  1-94  Exit  23. 
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Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial 


Montana  gets  ready  to 
commemorate  America's 
greatest  discovery  expedition 

The  bicentennial  of  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Expedition  is  fast  approaching. 
States  all  along  the  trail  are  readying 
for  a  historic  connmemoration  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  Corps  of 
Discovery's  heroic  journey  from  2003- 
2006. 

Many  groups  have  organized  nation- 
ally, in  the  state,  and  in  communities 
along  the  trail,  to  plan  commemoration 
adventures. 

The  group  that  is  probably  of  longest 
standing  is  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
Heritage  Foundation,  Inc.  For  25  years 
the  organization  has  published  its 
quarterly  magazine,  "We  Proceeded 
On,"  carrying  articles  about  the  jour- 
ney, its  members,  their  trials  and  suc- 
cesses, medicines,  encounters  with  ani- 
mals, book  reviews  and  other  features. 

Memberships  to  the  foundation  start 
at  $30  per  year  and  are  open  to  the 
general  public.  Information  and  an 
application  are  available  by  sending  a 
request  to:  Membership  Secretary, 
Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  Heritage 
Foundation,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  3434,  Great 
Falls,  MT  59403.  Contact  the  internet 
home  page  at  http:/  /www.lewisand- 
clark.org.  With  renewed  interest  in  the 
trail,  new  chapters  are  forming,  includ- 
ing the  Rochejhone  Chapter  in  Billings, 
MT. 

The  fovmdation  headquarters  office 
is  at  the  new  Lewis  and  Clark 
National  Historic  Trail  Interpretive 
Center,  P.O.  Box  2848,  Great  FaUs, 
Montana  59403.  (Great  Falls  is  in 
Montana's  Charlie  Russell  Country 
Tourism  Region.)  The  Great  Falls  por- 
tion of  the  journey  is  best  known  per- 
haps for  the  8.5  mQe  portage  around 
the  falls  that  took  11  days  and  dozens 
of  pairs  of  moccasins. 

Pompeys  Pillar  Historical 
Association,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  has 
launched  a  project  to  build  a  Clark  on 
the  Yellowstone  Interpretive  Center  at 
Pompeys  Pillar  National  Historic 
Landmark  to  open  in  2003.  It  will  tell 
the  stories  of  the  history  of  native 
Americans  in  the  area  before  the  expe- 
dition, an  overview  of  the  entire  jour- 
ney with  interpretive  emphasis  on 
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Visitors  at  the  top  of  Pompeys  Pillar  where  William  Clark  stood  in  1806.  John  Brewer  Photo 


Clark's  return  route  along  the 
Yellowstone  River,  and  the  fur  trapper 
and  settler  eras  that  followed.  Fund- 
raising  efforts  are  in  progress. 
Individual  and  corporate  memberships 
are  welcome.  Members  receive  a  1991 
dedication  ceremony  print  of  the  pillar 
and  newsletters,  plus  free  admission. 
Write  to:  PPHA,  P.O.  Box  213,  Worden, 
MT  59088.  The  PPHA  website  is 
www.pompeyspillar.org.  The  BLM 
website  covering  the  entire  trail  is 
http://www.mt.blm.gov/  lewisand- 
clark. 

The  National  Lewis  and  Clark 
Bicentennial  Council,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  National  Heritage  Trail 
Foundation,  offers  membership  cate- 
gories from  $23  to  $100.  Members 
receive  newsletters  and  invitations  to 
council  meetings,  and  other  informa- 
tion from  the  council.  Write  to: 
NL&CBC,  1101  Officers  Row,  U.S. 
Grant  House,  Vancouver,  WA  98661. 

Montana's  Lewis  and  Clark 
Bicentennial  Commission  will  be  at 
the  apex  of  the  coordinahon  of  activi- 
ties and  events  across  the  state  for  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial.  Already, 
the  state  has  joined  with  other  trail 
states  to  produce  a  brochure  outlining 
group  travel  opportunities  along  the 
trail.  To  contact  the  council,  write  to: 
Lewis  and  Clark  Bicentennial  Council, 
c/o  Montana  Historical  Society,  P.O. 
Box  201203,  Helena,  MT  59620-1203. 
An  intranet  site  is  mtlewisandclark.org. 

Travel  Montana  was  an  underwrit- 
ing partner  in  the  production  of  the 
outstanding  Ken  Bums  and  Dayton 
Duncan  "Lewis  &  Clark:  The  Journey 
of  the  Corps  of  Discovery"  documen- 


tary video,  which  aired  on  PBS.  To 
order  the  two-part,  four  hour  video  for 
$29.98,  call  1-800-424-7963  or  send  a 
check  to  PBS  Video,  1320  Braddock 
Place,  Alexandria,  VA  22314. 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  National 
Historic  Trail,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  National  Park  Service,  is  a 
viable  link  to  National  Park  and  other 
updates.  To  receive  the  trail  newsletter, 
write  to:  National  Park  Service,  700 
Rayovac  Drive,  Suite  100,  Madison,  WI 
53711.  The  trail  home  page  address  is 
http:  /  /  www.nps.gov  /  led. 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  journey  pro- 
ceeds on  down  the  information  super 
highway.  A  comprehensive  web  site 
listing  other  web  sites  is  http:/  /www. 
vpds.wsu.edu  /  LCExpedition  / 
Resources  /  index.htrnl. 

Lewis  and  Clark  traveled  more  nules 
in  Montana  than  in  any  other  state 
along  the  trail.  Because  they  wanted  to 
explore  both  the  Missouri  and  the 
Yellowstone  rivers,  the  leaders  split  up 
on  the  return  journey. 

Put  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Journey  on 
your  discovery  agenda  in  the  next  few 
years.  Agencies,  businesses  and  groups 
in  Montana  and  the  other  trail  states 
are  working  to  welcome  you  both  with 
opportunities  to  rough  it  like  the  Corps 
of  Discovery,  and  to  enjoy  it  in  the 
comforts  that  have  developed  since  the 
famous  expedition  that  recorded  the 
lands  that  became  part  of  the  United 
States  as  a  result  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase. 

(For  details  of  Clark's  journey  and 
the  group's  adventures  in  the  Custer 
Country  region,  turn  to  page  96.) 
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t}egan,  and  whote 
your  historical 
and  cuUural  "Passport  "to  the  leg 
endary-West  t»ginfig',(|ii|'''"^^""~ 
is  yourtiubtlsr  trai0^bnaii 
~  ntert 
actipirs,  shopp1)fig  and  cuisine. 
Rejmongl  acpommodatiji^s  spe- 
cializem  makMl^^ie  road-weatV- 
traveler  feel  welcome '*and  safenPL. 
up  your  feet,  kick  back,  and  rilax  at 
one  of  Billings'  hotels,  motels,  bed 
and  breakfasts,  resorts  and  historic 
lodges  in  and  around  Billings. ..a 
choice  of  nearly  3,500  rooms  in  all. 

Go  Shopping:  Enjoy  the  100 
stores  at  the  region's  largest  mall  — 
Rimrock,  then  head  downtown  and 
pick  up  some  genuine  cowboy 
boots  and  a  customized  cowboy 
hat.  Look  for  a  matching  belt  buckle 
and  leather^tooled  belt  in  one  of  the 
hundreds  of  great  west-end  shops. 
Check  out  the  variety  in  the  Heights 


Bfflihgs'  rimrocks. 
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enteri^nmefttpptkJhfi  at  one  of  the 
special  art  shows,  plays,  exhibits  or 
movies  on  tap  at  venues  throughout 
Montana's  l.argest'^city. 

For  the  PalatefSavor  the  best  of 
Billings  cuisine  at  some  of  the 
many  restaurants  offering  sophisti- 
cated menus  and  mouth-watering 
selections.  Whether  your  appetite 
yearns  for  alfresco  dining,  lively 
entrees,  or  palate-pleasing  gourmet 
delights,  you're  in  the  right  place  to 
indulge  in  a  variety  of  unique  west- 
ern dining  experiences. 

We'll  Get  You  There:  A  rib-jarring 
ride  in  a  creaking  stagecoach  or  sad- 
dle-sore bounces  on  horseback  were 
the  only  means  of  transportation 


hlate  for  air,  interstate, 
ravel.  Billings  Logan 
national  Airport  is  a  regional 

••  jetcarriers  and  is  also 
gional  airlines.      "' 


jet  flights  on  United,  Delta, 
Northwest  and  Horizon  airlines.  A 
city  bus  system,  taxi  service,  and  a 
historic  trolley  will  get  you  around 
the  city  streets  and  to  specific  points 
of  interest. 

The  interstate  highway  system 
serves  Billings  from  the  south,  east 
and  west  via  1-90  and  1-94.  Major  pas- 
senger, charter  and  package  bus 
lines  also  serve  the  area  with  numer- 
ous daily  arrivals  and  departures. 

Information,  please:  Your  informa- 
tion passport  to  Billings,  the  region 
and  the  West  is  the  Billings  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Visitor 
Center,  815  South  27th  Street  off  1-90 
Exit  450  (406)  252-401 6  or 
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1-800-735-2635.  For  a  complete 
Billings  planning  kit,  write  the 
chamber  at  P.O.  Box  31177, 
Billings,  MT  59107  or  access  the 
web  site  at  billingscvb.visitmt.com. 
Visitors  are  welcomed  by  the  heroic- 
sized  Cattle  Drive  monument,  stand- 
ing in  tribute  to  the  Great  Montana 
Centermial  Cattle  Drive  of  1989. 

Billings  volunteers  also  host  an 
information  station  at  the  airport 
where  they  provide  brochures, 
publications,  and  electronic  infor- 
mation. Friendly  assistance  awaits 
you  at  both  locations. 

Attractions  and  Points  of  Interest 

Billings  is  the  gateway  to  our 
nation's  legendary  western  heritage 
in  many  ways.  Over  a  century  of 
cowboys,  cowgirls,  Indians,  rustlers 
and  Custer  still  dominate  the  gal- 
leries, museums,  cabins,  mansions 
and  historic  sites  within  the  "Magic 
City." 

Walk  through  a  period  when  the 
untamed  Yellowstone  River  Valley 
was  in  her  infancy.  Places,  people  and 
images  of  the  valley  from  1880-1940 
showcase  an  interactive  museum,  the 
Western  Heritage  Center.  Tues.-Sat 
10-5,  Sun.  1-5.  At  2822  Montana  Ave., 
(406)  256-6809.  Free. 

Take  a  trip  back  in  time  by  mean- 
dering amid  an  impressive  collection 
of  authentic  Indian,  cowboy,  pioneer 
and  other  historic  artifacts  unique  to 
the  Yellowstone  Valley's  heritage.  The 
Yellowstone  County  Museum.  A  his- 
toric cabin  serves  as  a  portal  to  the 
past  in  the  two-story  museum,  which 
boasts  a  huge  array  of  one-of-a-kind 
treasures.  See  original  J.K.  Ralston 
paintings  and  rare  Indian  beadwork. 
Outside  is  the  last  steam  engine  loco- 
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Photos:  facing  page  -  Moss  Mansion.  Above  -  Billings  skyline.  Below 
Cattle  Drive  Montunent  in  front  of  Billings  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Travel  Montana  photos  by  Donnie  Sexton 


motive  to  operate  in 
Billings.  Located  atop  the  rimrocks, 
across  from  the  airport.  Mon.-Fri. 
10:30-5,  Sat.  10:30-3.  (406)  256-6811. 
Free. 

The  railroad  brought  prospierity  to 
Billings,  and  prosperity  brought 
Preston  B.  Moss.  In  1901,  architect  H.J. 
Hardenbergh  (designer  of  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  and  Plaza  Hotel  in 
New  York  City)  erected  the  elegant 
Moss  estate.  Featured  on  A&Es 
America's  Castles,  the  three-story 
Moss  Mansion  remains  authentically 
furnished  and  open  year-round  for 


hourly  tours.  At  914  Division  Street, 
(406)  256-5100.  Admission  $6/ adults, 
$5 /seniors,  $3 /children. 

Following  the  completion  of  the 
Moss  Mansion,  The  Castle  was  con- 
structed to  mirror  Chicago's  elite 
Potter  Palmer  mansion.  The  medieval- 
looking  structure  remains  a  private 
home,  although  the  historic  carriage 
house  is  now  a  gift  shop  and  the  old 
livery  stable  is  a  restaurant.  At  622 
North  29th  St. 

Finding  solace  in  his  small  rustic       .; 
cabin,  famed  Billings  artist  J.K.  Ralston 
put  the  West  on  canvas.  His  restored 
home  and  studio,  the  J.K.  Ralston 
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Cabin,  is  on  display  on  the  north  end 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  College  cam- 
pus. The  studio  is  open  to  visitors  on 
weekends  June- Aug.  12-4.  Phone  (406) 
254-0959. 

The  rugged  embrace  of  the 
Rimrocks,  surrounding  Billings, 
branded  this  area  since  time  began. 
Billings'  history  unfolds  along  the 


Black  Otter  Trail  winding  along  this 
elevated  sandstone  skyline.  The  trail  is 
named  for  a  Crow  Indian  chief  who 
was  buried  here  after  his  death  at  the 
hands  of  a  Sioux  war  party.  The  scenic 
trail  begins  at  US  10  in  east  Billings. 
Rugged  as  the  Rimrocks  enclosing 
their  tombstones  were  the  outlaws, 
marshals  and  townsfolk  of  Coulson, 


Thinking  about  an  overnigiit  in  Billings? 

jK  rniznii 

♦  Kids  stay  Free!* 

♦  Kids  Eat  Free!* 

♦  Free  Swimming  &  Spa 

♦  Free  Video/Game  Room 

♦  Free  Health  and 
Exercise  Room 

♦  Free  Parking 

♦  Free  Travel  Information 


You  get  a  lot  to  like  —  when  you 
overnight  at  Holiday  Inn  Grand 
Montana. 

In  addition  to  all  of  our  FREEBIES, 
you'll  enjoy  the  Yellowstone  Valley 
Steakhouse,  Atrium  Lobby  Gift  Shops, 
Big  Splash  Water  Park,  Geyser  Park, 
Shopping  Malls  and  Theaters  —  all 
nearby! 


Kill  iaB;^»» 

406/248-7701 


Exit  446  off  Interstate  90,  West  Billings  Interchange,  to  5500  Midland  Road 


who  haunt  Boothill  Cemetery  along 
Black  Otter  Trail.  Violence  and  death 
were  common  to  the  residents  of  this 
1800s  Old  West  town,  and  to  the  Army 
scout.  Muggins  Taylor,  who  carried 
the  news  of  Custer's  defeat  to  the 
world.  He  was  buried  here  after  a 
shoot-out. 

Campaigns  to  force  Native 
Americans  onto  reservations  increased 
following  Custer's  defeat. 
Frontiersman  and  scout, 
"Yellowstone"  Kelly,  was  called  upon 
to  guide  the  Army  on  its  quest. 
Yellowstone  Kelly's  grave,  west  of 
Boothill,  is  shadowed  by  five  majestic 
mountain  ranges — the  Bighorns, 
Pryors,  Beartooths,  Crazies  and 
Snowies. 

Indian  warriors  were  slowly  defeat- 
ed not  only  by  the  Army,  but  by  a 
white  man's  disease — smallpox. 
Sacrifice  Cliff,  part  of  the  rimrocks 
located  on  the  east  end  of  Black  Otter 
Trail,  was  the  site  of  a  Crow  village. 
Legend  tells  that  upon  a  war  party's 
return,  young  braves  found  the  village 
decimated  by  smallpox.  Warriors 
blindfolded  their  ponies  and  rode 
them  over  the  cliff  to  appease  the  gods 
and  halt  the  epidemic. 

Walk  in  their  steps.  They  were  the 
most  famous  explorers  in  American 
history  —  Captains  Meriwether  Lewis 
and  William  Clark.  Pompeys  Pillar 
bears  the  only  remaining  physical  evi- 
dence along  the  trail  of  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Expedition.  Captain  Clark 
carved  "Wm.  Clark,  July  25,  1806"  in 
the  sandstone  butte  on  the  return  voy- 
age. Clark  and  his  party  explored  the 


Billings 


(406)  248-9800  5610  South  Frontage  Road 

Located  off  1-90  Exit  446,  adjacent  to  Cracker  Barrel  Restaurant 

For  Reservations:  1-800-528-1234 

•  Heated  indoor  pool  •  Whirlpool  and  sauna 

•  Lobby  with  fireplace  •  Meeting  room 

•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

•  In-room  coffee  makers,  hair  dryers,  irons  and  boards 


www.bestwestern.com 


email:  kellyinn@kellyinns.com 


m 


rmn  Banngs 


©INN 


(406)  252-2700 
5425  Midland  Road 

Located  off  1-90  Exit  446 


For  Reservations:  1-800-635-3559 

•  Outdoor  heated  pool  •  Indoor  whirlpool  and  sauna  •  HBO 
•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast  •  Guest  laundry 

Other  Kelly  Inn  locations:  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Wyoming  and  West  Yellowstone,  Montana. 

email:  kellyinn@kellyinns.com 
www.kellyinns.com 


X  C  E  L  L  E  N  C  E 


Time  and  Time  Again. 
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Yellowstone  River,  while  Lewis 
retraced  expedition  steps  along  the 
Missouri  farther  north  and  explored 
the  Marias  River.  Open  Memorial  Day 
through  September  30.  Located  28 
miles  east  of  Billings;  1-94  Exit  23. 

Before  the  white  man,  before  the 
Crow  Indian,  and  long  before  the  buf- 
falo, the  western  Indian  hunted  the 
woolly  mammoth,  and  documented 
the  hunt  with  cave  paintings.  Over 
4,500  years  ago,  Pictograph  Caves 
State  Park  was  home  to  these  Indians. 
Paintings  are  still  visible.  Go  southeast 
of  Billings  on  1-90;  take  Lockwood  Exit 
452;  follow  signs  7  miles.  Self-guided, 
handicap  access  trail  with  accompany- 
ing brochure  available  at  site.  Nominal 
park  fee. 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  man- 
ages Four  Dances  Natural  Area,  also 
accessible  by  way  of  Exit  452  and 
Cobum  Road,  on  the  way  to 
Pictograph  Caves  State  Park.  Signs 
show  the  way  to  the  parking  lot.  Four 
Dances  is  a  primitive,  walk-in  area 
with  no  facilities  and  is  open  for  day- 
light use  only.  No  fees. 

Artists  have  continued  to  adorn  the 
West.  You  can  view  a  sample  of  the 
contributions  of  modem  artists  along 
the  Avenue  of  Sculptures  along  27th 
Street,  from  Exit  450  to  the  airport.  In 
order  from  south  to  north:  Cattle  Drive 
Monument  at  the  Visitor  Center;  "The 
Trough"  in  front  of  Norwest  Bank,  175 
N.  27th;  Sheriff  Webb  memorial  mark- 
er, courthouse  lawn  comer,  2nd  Ave. 
N.  and  N.  27th;  Range  Rider  of  the 
Yellowstone  equestrian  statue,  posed 
for  by  silent  screen  actor  William  S. 


Hart,  in  front  of  the  airport. 

Vote  for  your  favorite  kite  on  dis- 
play at  the  Millennium  Kite  Exhibit  at 
Billings  Logan  International  Airport 
now  through  March  31  of  2001. 
Beginning  Jan.  1,  2001,  an  internet  auc- 
tion will  begin.  The  highest  silent  auc- 
tton  bids  on  March  31,  2001  at  10:00 
p.m.  mountain  standard  time  will 
claim  the  kites.  Profits  go  to 


Yellowstone  Art  Museum.  Questions 
answered  at  (406)254-1122  or  252-7803. 

If  you  listen  closely,  you  can  hear 
the  past.  It's  the  horses'  hooves  click- 
ing on  the  cobblestones  underneath 
the  pavement  in  Billings  Historic 
District,  the  preserved  business  dis- 
trict of  early-day  Montana  Ave.  from 
N.  22nd  Street  to  N.  30th  Street  down- 
town. In  the  heart  of  the  historic 


•  Rare  &  Endangered  Species 

•  Children's  Interactive  Barn 

•  Botanical  Gardens  •  Nature  Trails 
•  Programs  &  Events 

•  The  Nature  Store  Gift  Shop 

•  Concessions  'Picnic Area  'Playground 


24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Choose  From  Over 
1 00  Menu  Selections 


•Kids'  Menu 
•Sr.  Citizens'  Meals  Specials 

•There's  Always  Something  New  Cooking  at  Perkins! 
•"Made  From  Scratch"  Pies,  Brownies,  Pastries 

•Weekday  Breakfast  Specials 
•Visa,  Mastercard  &  American  Express  Welcome 


Choose  from 
9  Unbelievable  Salads 


Perkins 


Quality  Inn 
Comfort  Inn 
FairfMd  Inn 


Sup«fg 


Eiit44«    Holktoy 


So.  20th  St.  West  &King  Ave.  Exit  446 

•  1/2  Mile  North  of  1-90  • 

Billings  Phone  (406)  656-6640 


North  27th  St.  Exit  450 

•  2  miles  North  of  1-90' 

Billings  Phone  (406)  248-8320 
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district  is  the 
Northern  Pacific  Depot.  New  and 

refurbished  businesses  add  charm. 


shopping  and  entertain- 
ment to  the  district. 
Arts  and  Entertainment 

Feel  the  Montana 
spirit  reverberate 
through  the  floorboards 
and  theater  stage.  Art, 
music,  dancing,  plays, 
cultural  events,  and 
more  are  waiting.  Grab 
your  boots  and  hit  the 
Billings  streets  for 
some  fun! 
The  Yellowstone  Art 
Museum,  at  401  North 
27th  Street,  is  the  pre- 
mier contemporary 
art  museum  in  the 
region.  It  features 
temporary  national 
and  worldwide 
acclaimed  exhibi- 
tions. Its  Virginia 
Snook  Gallery  offers 
the  largest  publicly 
held  permanent  col- 
lection of  Will 
James'  work  in  the  United  States. 
10-5  Tues.-Sat.,  10-8  Thurs.,  12-5  Sun. 
Admission  $3 /adults,  $2 /seniors, 
$1/ children. 


Broadway  musicals,  ballet,  the 
Billings  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
Chorale,  and  celebrity  musicians  on 
tour  perform  at  the  Alberta  Bair 
Theater,  the  largest  performing  arts 
theater  between  Minneapolis  and 
Spokane.  At  Broadway  and  3rd  Ave. 
North  downtown.  Tickets  (406)  256- 
6052,  1-800-321-2074, 
ww"w .  albertabairtheater .  org. 
Mon.-Sat.  10-5:30. 

Competitive  auditions  bring  the  best 
of  local  talent  to  the  stage  for  works 
ranging  from  Shakespeare  to  Neil 
Simon  and  summer  repertory  at 
Billings  Studio  Theatre.  Located  mid- 
town  at  1500  Rimrock  Road,  (406)  248- 
1141. 

Acres  of  entertainment  thrill  thou- 
sands every  year  at  MetraPark.  The 
modem  concert,  trade  show  and  rodeo 
arena  is  surrounded  by  the  fair- 
grounds, pari-mutuel  horse-race  track 
and  superbam  complex.  New  Expo 
Center  and  Pavilion  buildings  over- 
look a  relaxing  lake  park.  MetraPark  is 
a  stellar  entertainment  complex,  hon\e 
of  the  state's  largest  event  — 
MontanaFair,  chosen  as  a  Top  100 
Event  by  American  Bus  Association. 
(406)  256-2400  or  1-800-366-8538. 
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Montana's  only  wildlife  park  is  nes- 
tled in  70  acres  of  lush  Montana  green. 
Follow  Canyon  Creek  through 
ZooMontana's  winding  nature  trail. 
Then  stop  and  watch  the  otters  play  as 
you  discover  the  native  and  exotic 
cold  climate  species,  many  endan- 
gered. Walk  the  tree-lined  paths  past 
the  Siberian  Tigers,  eastern  grey 
wolves,  Manchurian  sika  deer,  bald 
eagles,  great  horned  owl,  and  North 
American  river  otters  in  exhibits  that 
approximate  their  nattve  environ- 
ments. Building  in  stages,  the  zoo 
offers  new  exhibits  each  year.  Children 
will  enjoy  the  turn-of-the-century 
Montana  homestead  petting  zoo  in  a 
farm  and  ranch  setting.  Get  splashed 
with  color  and  fragrance  in  the  botani- 
cal garden.  Rare  blackfooted  ferrets 
oversee  the  Discovery  Center  where 
you  can  shop  in  the  Nature  Store. 
Open  at  10  daily  year  round.  Exit  446, 
west  on  Frontage  Road,  north  on 
Shiloh  Road.  Or  Exit  446,  King  Ave. 
West  to  Shiloh  South.  (406)  652-8100. 
$5  adults,  $2  children  3-15,  $3  65  and 
older. 

Fresh  Air  Recreation 

Whether  you're  looking  for  bronc- 
busting  rodeo  action  or  the  relaxation 


^-i.-* 


of  fishing  or  hunting, 
you'll  be  in  good  compa- 
ny around  Billings. 
Teddy  Roosevelt, 
Calamity  Jane  and 
Charles  Lindberg  sought 
refuge  and  recreation 
throughout  the  Billings 
area.  | 

Watch  Montana's  f 

wildlife  by  grabbing  j 

your  binoculars  and 
heading  to  the  plains 
or  hiking  in  the  moun- 
tains that  encapture 
Billings.  Or,  grab  a 
rodeo  bench  to  watch 
the  toughest  cowboys 
and  cowgirls  aboard 
the  meanest  and 
biggest  bulls  and 
broncs. 

Try  the  colorful 
water  adventure  — 
wind  surfing.  At 
Lake  Elmo  State 
Park,  your  instruc- 
tor will  set  you  asail.  Or  float 
your  cares  away  in  your  non-motor- 
ized or  electrically  propelled  boat. 
Fishermen  and  -women  cast  lines  into 
the  man-made  lake  to  catch  channel 
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catfish,  crappie,  yel- 
low perch  and  large  mouth  bass. 
Roger's  Pier  on  the  south  side  of  the 
lake  provides  deeper  access.  Hikers 


Vjnce  you've  seen  it  for  real,  you 
realize  if  s  more  than  just  a  catchy 
phrase.  Offering  a  glimpse  of  our 
colorful  past  and  looking  out  to  the 
future,  Montana's  big  sky  is  novs^here 
more  evident  than  in  Custer  Country. 


27  North  27th  Street,  Oowntown  Billings,  MT  59101 

O-'KI  Exit  450, 27th  Stnwt) 


Sheraton  Billings 


HOTEL 


JLhe  Sheraton  Billings  welcomes  you 
to  our  part  of  the  West  with  genuine 
spirit,  traditional  hospitality  and  the  finest 
cuisine.  Enjoy  e>qperiencing  the  real  thing. 
Stay  with  us  v^hile  you're  in  town... 
you  really  can  see  it  from  here. 

Reservations  1-800 -588 -ROOM 
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and  bird  watchers  enjoy  the  .7  mile 
trail,  complete  with  benches  for  a 
pause  to  relax.  Lifeguards  supervise 
the  wide  beach  area  where  picnickers 
savor  shady  feasts.  In  winter,  enjoy 
cross  country  skiing.  Heights  Main 
Street  to  Pemberton  Lane;  west  to  the 
lake.  Nominal  park  fee. 

Rev  up  your  engines  and  head  to 
Magic  City  Speedway,  5  miles  east  of 
Billings  on  Highway  10  E.  where  the 
checkered  flag  starts  the  action  on 
summer  nights.  Admission.  The  new 


MotorSports  Park  at  mile  marker  16 
on  Highway  87  to  Roundup  has  4- 
wheeler,  motorcycle,  drag  race,  demo- 
lition derby,  bump  and  run,  and  obsta- 
cle competitions.  For  event  dates  call 
(406)  227-1224  or  (406)  248-9147. 

Trails  for  feet  and  hooves  wind  a 
labyrinth  through  Riverfront  Park 
where  fresh  air  enthusiasts  have  a 
year-round  free  access  to  hiking,  cross 
country  skiing,  or  a  simple  picnic. 
Non-motorized  boats  float  across  fish- 
ing waters,  and  horseback  riders  exer- 


cise their  steeds  on  the  equestrian 
trails.  1-90  Exit  447;  south  on  South 
Billings  Boulevard. 

Call  for  tee  times  at  these  public 
golf  courses  in  Billings:  Circle  Inn  Golf 
Links  (9,  par  3)  248-4202;  Lake  Hills 
Golf  Club  (18)  252-9244;  Par  3 
Exchange  City  Golf  Course,  652-2553; 
or  Peter  Yegen,  Jr.  Golf  Club  (18) 
656-8099.  Two  private  courses  allow 
limited  public  play:  Briarwood 
Country  Club  (18)  248-2702;  and  Pryor 
Creek  Golf  Course  (27)  256-0626. 


Up\0\Nn /4?0an6ag(>  in  DowntOWn  ^UUft0s 


^^^^''^^    Reliaurant 


^^^^         DUDE  RANCHER  LODGE 

|^-Si|SR-Tj     Authentic  Western  Motor  Inn 
^^  •  Courtyard  Parking 

•  Business  Accommodations 

•  Attached  Restaurant 
(Best  Breakfast  in  Billings) 

The  Dude  Rancher  is  more  like  an  inn  than  a  motel.  You  stay 

in  one  of  57  comfortable,  quiet  rooms  with  authentic  ranch 

oak  furniture  and  branded  carpet. 

In  the  Heart  of  Downtown,  Close  to  Hospitals,  Metro  &  Shopping. 

www.duderancherlodge.com 
415  North  29th  (406)  259-5561 

Billings,  MT  59101  1-800-221-3302 


Lunch  •  Dinner 

Dine  at  home  away  from  home  in  one  of  Billings'  oldest  homes,  built  in 
1882.    Gourmet    food    at    its    finest    with    reasonable    prices. 

Prime  Beef  and  Excellent  Seafood 
Exceptional  Homemade  Desserts 
Beer  &     404  North  30th  Street    Banquet 
Wine  (406)  245-4570        Facilities 


Step  Back  Into  History  at  the 

MOSS  MANSION  HISTORIC 
HOUSE  MUSEUM 


•  Lunches 

•  Dinner 

•Sunday  Breakfast 

•A  bit  o  'brew 


914  Division  Street 
Billings,  MT  59101 
(406)  256-5100 


Open  Daily  •  Seasonal  Hours 


^  Mahoak 

Pub  Dinners  -  an  Irish  Tradition 

•  Delicious  Sandwiches  •  Homemade  Soups 

•  Salad  Specialties  •  Butte  Pasties  •  Great  Drinks 

Fine  Wines  •  Imported  Beers 

OPEN  11  am  to  2  am:  Mon.-Sat.;  8  am  to  2  pm  Sun. 

301 1  1st.  Ave.  North  •*■  Only  4,000  miles  Southwest  of  Dublin 

(406)259-4190 


The  area's  largest  selection 
of  regional  titles: 
Montana  History, 
Custer  &  the  Battle  of 
the  Little  Bighorn, 
Lewis  &  Clark,  Native 
American,  Regional 
Writers,  Montana 
Travel  Books, 
and  more. 


Downtown  209  N.  29th  St. 
Billings,  MT  59101   (406)245-6754 


GLOBAL  UILLAGE 

•  baskets  •jewelry  • 
•  collectibles  •clothes 

2720  S--"  Ave.  N 
Downtown  Billings 

(406)  259-3024 

Mon-Sat  •  10  am-5pm 


•Bi^  5  fMoteC 

2601  4tft  Ave.  'Hprtfi  •  'BiUings,  Ml 59101 
formerli/  Icotw  Lodge 

Joe  &  J^Corence  O^erSst 

OwntT-'Managers 

Toll  Free  Reservation:  1-888-544-9358 

Phone:  (406)  245-6646 

Fax:  (406)  245-9358 
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Kids  love  to  slide  down  the  flume 
on  a  cushion  of  water  at  Big  Splash 
Water  Park  at  Exit  446.  Waterslide 
entertainment  on  a  smaller  scale  is 
offered  at  the  city's 
Rose  Park  north  of 
Grand  Ave.  on  21st. 
St.  West  and  Ave.  C. 
Year  round  water- 
slide  fun  is  available 
at  the  Billings  Hotel 
and  Convention 
Center,  Exit  446. 
Geyser  Park 
Recreation  Center 
at  Exit  447  offers 
water  and  race- 
track rides.  Small 
children  enjoy 
playing  on  the 
huge  indoor  train 
at  West  Park 
Plaza  mall,  16th 
St.  W.  and  Grand 
Ave.  Wading 
pools  and  play- 
ground equipment  are  available  in 
parks  throughout  all  of  Billings.  Large 
municipal  swimming  pools  offer  a 
cool  plunge  at  Athletic  Park,  N.  27th 
St.  and  9th  Ave.  N.  and  at  South  Park, 


lam 


6th  Ave.  S.  and  S.  30th  St. 

Mustard  up  a  hot  dog  and  buy  a 
sack  of  peanuts  to  settle  in  for  the 
Cincinnati  Red's  Pioneer  League  farm 
team  to  throw  the  first  pitch.  The 

Billings  Mustangs 
play  at  Cobb 
Field  at  9th  Ave. 
North  and  North 
27th  Street.  (406) 
252-1241.  The 
Billings  Bulls  pro- 
fessional hockey 
team  (406)  256- 
2456,  the 
RimRockers  pro- 
fessional basketball 
team  (406)  245-3344, 
and  the  Billings 
Thunderbolts  semi- 
pro  indoor  football 
team  entertain  thou- 
sands each  year  at 
MetraPark.  Tickets 
(406)  256-2400. 
Pick  your  favorite 
thoroughbred,  and  lay 
a  wager  on  your  favorite  jockey. 
Thundering  hooves  fly  from  the  start- 
ing gate  for  Pari-mutuel  horse  racing 
action  at  MetraPark  fairgrounds  in 


^t  Alberta  BairTheate. 
Boyd  Hagen  Photo 


DOWNTOWN! 


1-800-628-9081 


•  130  Tastefully  Appointed 
Rooms 

•  In-room  Coffee,  Cable  TV  with 
HBO,  Clock  Radios 

•  Outdoor  Heated  Pool,  Sauna, 
Fitness  Room  and  Guest 
Laundry 


Western 


'  Airport  Courtesy  Car 

•  24-Hour  Family  Dining 
Restaurant 

•  Covered  Parking  with  Cold 
Weather  Plug-Ins 

■  Meeting  and  Conference 
Rooms 


pT 


Ponderosa  Inn 

2511  1st  Avenue  North  •  Billings,  MT  59101 
Phone:  406-259-5511  •  FAX:  406-245-8004 
1-800-628-9081  •  wwTV.ponderosainn.com 


^<m 


Montana 

Brewing 

Company 

113  N.  Broadway 
Billings,  Montana 


FEATURING 


Handcrafted  Ales 

Pasta 

Burgers 

Wood  Fired  Pizza 


HOURS 


1 1 :00  am  -  Midnight 
Open  7  Days  a  Week 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


FEATURED  BEERS 


Custer's  Last  Stout 

Cutthroat  Rye 

Montana  Wild  Wheat 

Blind  Boar  Amber 
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August  and  September.  MetraPark 
and  private  businesses  host  simulcast 
racing  in  the  winter. 

Making  It  Eventful 

Annual  Strawberry  Art,  Crafts  and 
Jazz  Festival:  June  10  —  Over  25  food 
vendors,  all  with  something  strawber- 
ry, along  with  over  75  arts  and  crafts 
vendors  block  off  four  city  blocks  to 
celebrate  this  scrumptious  summer- 
time delight.  Enjoy  the  entertainment, 
live  jazz  music,  featuring  Kevin 


Eubanks,  and  children's  activities. 
Downtown  Billings  Association  is 
sponsor,  2910  3rd  Ave.  North,  Billings, 
MT  59101,  (406)  259-5454. 

Western  Days:  June  23-24  —  This 
western  whoop-up  celebration,  more 
than  50  years  old,  is  hosted  by  the 
Billings  Jaycees.  The  event,  held  down- 
town, features  a  big  parade,  barbecue, 
children's  activities,  and  a  tourist  "kid- 
napping." A  street  dance  spurred  by 
country-western  music  is  held  in  the 
evenings,  Friday  and  Saturday.  Call 


the  Billings  Chamber  for  more  infor- 
mation, or  Western  Days  at 
(406)  259-6370. 

Wing  Ding:  July  4-7  —  MetraPark 
will  be  home  to  the  Gold  Wing  Road 
Riders  Association's  21st  annual  Wing 
Ding.  Over  12,000  members  of  this 
family  oriented  motorcycle  association 
will  be  in  Billings.  The  miles  long, 
patriotic  Grand  Parade  on  the  Fourth 
of  July  culminates  in  a  fireworks 
extravaganza  and  a  concert  by 
Kenny  Rogers. 


<-— r 


Clluill)  Caiirliir 

25th  and  Montana  Ave.  245-2500 


TWO  GREAT  REASONS  TO  VISIT  THE  HISTORIC  DISTRICT 


Visit  the  Historic  Mllings 
Depot  Di^iri^t 

Montana  Avenue  -  1 . 1  /2  riille  off .J=90  Exit  450    . 

Experience  The 

Breakfast  and  Lunch 

That's  Making  History 

2419  Montana  Ave  •  406-255-9555 


National  Performers,  Great  Dancing 
Drinks,  and  Appetizers 


ANTI^UIE  MALL 

20,000  sq.  ft.  of  antiques  in  a 
historic  warehouse  location- 

Comer  of  23rd  and  Montana  Avenue, 


ifyf^     Custer  Battlefield 
f*  Trading  Post 


1-1/2  miles  off  1-90 
Exit  450 


Toll  free: 

1-877-245-5955 


•  Gifts  •  Relics 
•  Indian  Arts  &  Crafts 


In  the  Heart  of  the  Historic  District 


Ph:  (406)256-1876 
2519  Montana  Ave 


Fax:  (406)256-1877 
•Billings,  MT  59101 


FAR  WEST  GALLERY 

2817  Montana  Avenue,  Billings,  MT  59101 

(406)  245-2334  •  1-800-795-7295 

Mon.-Sat.  9-6;  Sun.  11-3 

Western  Memorabilia 

Authentic  Native  American  Beadwork 

Bits,  Spurs,  Saddles  &  Scabbards 

Collectibles 


An  Art  Partnership  in  the 
Heart  of  the  Historic  District 

T€uicaiir  'GailleiiT 

Contemporary  Fine  Arts 

Distinctive  Picture  Framing  Since  1981 

2505  Montana  Ave  •  Billings,  MT  59101 

(406)252-0122 

Mcintosh  Art  Company 

Fine  Art  Supplies  for  All  Ages  Since  1976 

2507  Montana  Ave  •  Billings,  MT  59101 

virww.Mcintoshart.com 

(406)252-2010 


A  museum  celebrating  the 
Yellowstone  Region 

Featuring 

Our  Place  in  the  West,  an  interactive  exhibit  pre- 
senting places  and  people  of  the  Yellowstone 
River  Valley 

Changing  Exhibits 

Summer  Museum  without  Walls  programs  present- 
ed at  cultural  sites 
Free  Admission 

June-Sepl,  Tues-Sat.  10  am  -  5  ptn 

Sunday  I  -5  pm 
Sepl-May,  Tues-Sat  10  am-5  pm 
For  Complete  schedule: 
http;//www.ywhc.org  or  (406)  256-6809 
2822  Montana  Avenue.  Billings.  MT  59101 


WESTERN 
HERITAGE 
CENTER 
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Big  Sky  State  Games:  July  14-16  — 
Amateur  athletes  from  250  Montana 
cities  and  towns  participate  in  the 
largest  multi-sport  event  in  the  state. 
Ten  thousand  athletes  vie  for  state  vic- 
tories in  archery,  basketball,  shooting, 
Softball,  wrestling,  wind  surfing  and  a 
number  of  other  events.  For  details  call 
(406)  254-7426  or  write:  Big  Sky  State 
Games,  P.O.  Box  2318,  Billings,  MT 
59103. 

Big  Skyfest:  July  20-23  —  Sixty  hot 
air  balloons  will  paint  the  sky  in  the 
biggest  hot  air  balloon  event  in  the 
Northwest.  It  kicks  off  with  a  parade 
downtown  Thursday,  displays  at 
Oscar's  Park  (Exit  446,  off  1-90,  west  on 
South  Frontage  Road  to  Wise  Lane), 
big  name  ground  entertainment,  west- 
em-style  carnival,  booths  and  games. 
Call  (406)  255-0466.  Admission. 

MontanaFair:  Aug.  12-19  — 
Montana's  largest  statewide  event  fea- 
tures a  carnival,  top  name  country- 
western  music  performers,  rodeos, 
horse  racing,  midway  acts,  and  more. 
MetraPark,  P.O.  Box  2514,  Billings,  MT 
59103,  (406)  256-2400  or 
1-800-366-8538. 

NILE  Stock  Show  and  Rodeo:  Oct. 
14-21  —  The  Northern  International 
Livestock  Show  and  PRCA  Rodeo  cel- 
ebrates its  33rd  anniversary  in  2000. 
Western  excitement  centers  around 
world-class  rodeo  action  Oct.  17-21, 
entertainment,  livestock  and  trade 
shows.  Call  (406)  256-2495. 

2000-2001  Events  in  Billings 

ABT  —  Alberta  Bair  Theater 
BST  —  Billings  Studio  Theatre 
WHC  —  Western  Heritage  Center 


April:  Forbidden  Broadway,  ABT 1 

Child  Safety  &  Health  Expo.,  MetraPark 1 

MSU  Powwow,  MetraPark 1 

American  Orchid  Society  Show,  Gainans 

Greenhouse 1-2 

Billings  Bulls  Hockey  Playoffs,  MetraPark. 1-5 

Cubanismo,  ABT 5 

N.l.L.E.  Bull  Riders  Invitational,  Metra 7-8 

Billings  Gun  Show,  MetraPark 7-9 

Umo  Ensemble,  ABT 8 

Last  of  the  Red  Hot  Lovers,  ABT 10 

Billings  Bulls  Hockey  Playoffs,  Metra 10-29 

Gallagher,  ABT 12 

Earth  Year  2000,  ZooMontana 14-15 

Lettice  and  Lovage,  BST 14-16 

Billings  Symphony,  Masterworks,  Orchestra 

&  Chorale,  ABT 15 


Ahn  Trio,  ABT 16 

Lettice  &  Lovage,  BST 20-22,  26-30 

Grand  Night  for  Singing-Mont.  Rep.,  ABT. .22 

Thunderbolts  vs.  Casper  Cavalry,  Metra 23 

Barrage,  ABT 28 

May:  Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Madison  Mad 

Dogs,  MetraPark 5 

Artwalk  Downtown 5 

Diavolo,  ABT 8 

Montana  Special  Olympics,  MetraPark. ..10-12 

Homier  Tool  Sale,  MetraPark 10-15 

Pompeys  Pillar  Fund-raiser,  Steven  Ambrose, 

ABT 11 

Doctor  Dolittle,  BST 11-14 

N.l.L.E.  AQHA  Horse  Show,  Metra 12-14 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Bismarck  Blaze, 

MetraPark 13 


Explore  the  Yellowstone  valley's 
rich  and  unique  cultural  past 


^ 


Yellowstone 

County's 
historical 

Museum 


TTie  Peter  Yegea  Jf.  Yellowstone  County  Museum 

1950  Termmal  C[rcle^  Billings,  JflT 

Free  Admission  &  Parking 


59105  -  (406)  256  6811 


Af-fl  0:30-5:00 -Sa/ 10:30-3:00 


Across  from  the  Billings 
Logan  International  Airport 


Visit  the  museum  website  at  www.pyjrycm.org 


RODEO  ACTION 


MetraPark 
Billings 


PBR  Bull  Riders  Invitational 

April  7  &  8,  2000  -  World's  Best  Bull  Riders! 

Stock  Show  &  PRCA  Rodeo 

Oct.  1 7-21 ,  2000  -  Montana's  Largest  Rodeo 
406-256-2495  www.thenile.org 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  TRAVEL  MONTANA 


Newly 
Remodeled 

HEIGHTS 
INN 


tMM^MOTEL 

(406)  252-8451 


•  Color  Cable  TV 

•  HBO,  Encore  &  ESPN 

•  Direct  Dial  Phones 

•  Non-Smoking  Rooms 

•  Restaurants  &  Casinos  Nearby 


'  Family  Units  -  Suites 
'  Kitchenettes 
'  Air  conditioned 
'  Winter  Plug-ins 
'  Queen  &  King  Beds 


1206  Main  (Near  Metra) 

Billings,  IVIT  59105 

1-800-275-8451 
Major  Credit  Cards 


J™JB 


1315  N  27  •Billings 

245-41 28 

1-800-826-7530 

Under  New  Ownership 

&  Management 

http://juniperinn.uswestdex.com 


Quality  Comfort,  Affordable  Rates 

•  Whirlpool  Deluxe  Rooms  •  Bridal  Suite 

•  Complimentary  Continental  Breakfast 

•  HBO  •  Covered  Parking  •  Air  Conditioned  Rooms 

'Airport  Limousine  Service 

•  Meeting  Rooms  •  Fax  &  Copies  •  Hospital  Shuttle  Ser\'ice 

Located  Near  -  Airport,  Hospitals,  Medical 

Corridor 

Across  from  MSU  Billings 
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Montana  Women's  Run 13 

2000  Wine  Festival,  MSU-Billings 15-20 

Heart  &  Sole  Run,  lOK,  2  Mile  Health  Walk, 

St.  Vincent  Hospital 20 

Annie,  ABT 20 

Fossil,  Gem  &  Mineral  Extravaganza 

Show  &  Sale,  MetraPark 20-21 

Turn  &  Bum  Montana  Style,  Metra 26-28 

Dance  Showcase,  ABT 27 

June:  Billings  Micro  Brew  Festival 2-3 

Gypsy,  BST 2-4 

MQHYA  Horse  Show,  MehraPark 2-4 


Welcome! 
Msitors  Guide 


Billings 

Baiflefield 

Tonr 

The  Park 


JL- 


•^■^^SiWaJ 


(406)  628-8051  •  Fax  (406)  628-8260 

E-mail  newsweeklies@imt.net 

www.montanavisitorsguide.com 

P.O.  Box  30475  •  Billings,  MT  59107 


Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  LaCrosse 

River  Rats,  MetraPark 3 

Country  Fair  at  the  Moss  Mansion 3 

N.l.L.E.  Paint  Horse  Sale,  Meh-aPark 3-4 

Gypsy,  BST 7-11 

Big  Sky  Classic  and  Derby 8-11 

Collector  Car  Auction,  Holiday  Inn  9-10 

Montana  Reining  Association,  Metra 9-11 

Huff's  Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra 9-11 

Annual  Strawberry  Arts,  Crafts  and  Jazz 

Festival,  Downtowoi 10 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Topeka  Knights, 

Meh-aPark 10 

2nd  Saturday  Family  Tours:  How  We 

Communicate,  WHC 10 

Bead  &  Rubber  Stamp  Show,  Metra 10-11 

Festival  of  Cultures 11 

Gypsy,  BST 13-17 

Montana  Reenactment  2000, 

near  Pompeys  Pillar 16-18 

Lunch'n'Leam:  Grand  Marsh,  Early 

Steamboat  Captain,  WHC 17 

Arabian /Morgan  Horse  Show,  Metra 17-18 

World  Championship  Wrestling,  Metra 19 

ZooGrass  Festival 20 

Yost  Team  Roping,  MetraPark 23-25 

Moss  Mansion  Garden  Tour 24 

Miss  Montana  Pageant,  ABT 24 

Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Fargo  Freeze, 

MetraPark 24 

Western  Heritage  Days  Celebration, 

Downtown 24-25 

Concert  in  the  Park  &  Picnic  on  the  Green.. 25 
Billings  Thunderbolts  vs.  Black  Hills 

Machine,  MetraPark 30 

July:  Gold  Wing  Road  Riders  Association  .4-7 

Depot  Days 7-9 

5th  Annual  Hot  Irons  Event 8 

2nd  Saturday  Family  Tour:  How  We  Make 

Things,  WHC 8 

Big  Sky  State  Games 14-16 

Lunch'n'Leam:  A  Day  at  a  Montana 

Homestead,  WHC 15 

SummerFair 15-16 

Big  Skyfest,  Oscar's  Park 20-23 

Mountain  Man  Rendezvous,  Laurel 22 

Family  Fun  Day 22 

Great  American  Championship  Motorcycle 

HUlcUmb 29-30 


Clark  Day,  Pompeys  Pillar 30 

Aug:  Top  of  the  Mountains  Geology  Tour, 

Red  Lodge,  WHC 5 

Billings  Hispanic  Fiesta 5-6 

2nd  Saturday  Family  Tour:  How  We  Stay 

Safe  and  Well,  WHC 12 

MontanaFair,  MetraPark 12-19 

Huff's  Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra 25-27 

Lunch'n'Leam:  Schooldays  and 

Schoolmarms,  WHC 26 

Sept:  Girls  Native  American  Basketball, 

MetraPark 1-2 

Horse  Racing,  MetraPark 2-17 

Home  Improvement  Show,  MetraPark 8-10 

Central  Montana  Reining  Association, 

MetraPark 8-10 

BiUings  Gun  Show,  MetraPark 15-17 

N.l.L.E.  AQHA  Horse  Show,  Meh'aPark  15-17 

Montana  Woodcarver's  Show,  Metra 15-17 

Eastern  Montana  Diocese  Millennium 

Celebration 15-17 

Montana  Marathon,  YMCA 17 

Rocky  Mtn  Sewing  Festival,  Metra 21-23 

MT  Team  Roping  Finals,  MetraPark 21-24 

Oct:  Ducks  Unlimited,  Holiday  Irm  Grand  ...4 

Artwalk  Downtown 6 

Northern  International  Livestock  Expo., 

NILE  Meti-aPark 14-21 

Ski  Swap,  Hobday  Inn  Grand 27-29 

Nov:  Market  Place  Magic,  MetraPark 3-5 

Rocky  Mountain  Fairs  Convention, 

MetraPark 9-11 

Huff's  Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra 10-12 

Rainbow  Holiday  Bazaar,  Holiday  Inn  ..24-25 

BEA  Christmas  Fair,  Holiday  Inn  26 

Festival  of  Trees,  MetraPark 30 

Dec:  Festival  of  Trees,  MetraPark 1-3 

Native  American  Basketball,  MetraPark 8-9 

Chase  Hawks  Memorial  Rodeo,  Metra 16 

Jan  2001:  Thunder  Nationals  Monster  Truck 

Show,  MetraPark 20 

Centennial  Homes  Show,  MetraPark 25-28 

Feb  2001:  NRA  Rodeo,  Meti-aPark 2-4 

All  Class  Wrestling,  Meh-aPark 9-10 

Montana  Agri-Trade  Exposition,  Metra. .15-17 
Home  &  Garden,  Health  &  Fitness  Expo., 

MetraPark 15-17 

Huff's  Antiques  Show  &  Sale,  Metra 23-25 

Billings  Recreation  Show,  MetraPark 23-25 


Et^ery  Dre^m 

•  Designing     „«. 
,  '•. 'Financing 
G<^structio 


A. 


Ilfe'r.- 


ttjafe, 


r/-- 


^  House  ^ 
Every  Budx 

lIso  offering  the 

)pportunity  to  shop  at  the 
Fonly  store  of  its  kind. 
Featuring  lodgepole 
furniture,  rustic  decor  and 
great  Montana-Made  gifts. 


Montana  Country  Pines  and  Graber  &  Sons  Construction 

113  E^st  Main  •  Laurel,  Montana  •  (406)  628-8535  "log  on"  at  www.mtcountryplnes.com 


■'^IV*! 


m  !* 


"^    V 


Page  1 10— Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 2000 


Laurel  is  the  crossroads  to 
Yellowstone  Park  and  Custer 
Country.  Highway  212  leads 
to  the  Cody  (east)  and  Cooke 
City  (northeast) 
entrances  of  the 
park.  1-90  is  the  route  to  the 
Gardiner  (north)  and  West 
Yellowstone  (west)  entrances.  Stop  at 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  office,  at 
108  East  Main,  for  directions  and 
information.  The  log  cabin  office  and 
museum  is  a  historic  Department  of 
Transportation  building. 
Crossroads  Comforts 

Stay  Overnight:  Excellent  motel  and 
hotel  accommodations  are  available  in 
Laurel,  plus  a  variety  of  restaurants 
and  fast  food.  If  you  like  to  camp  or 
you  have  an  RV,  Riverside  Park,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Yellowstone  River, 
has  facilities  for  100  campers. 
Camping  is  $15  per  night  for  the  seven 
spots  with  hook-ups  for  water  and 
lights.  Spots  without  hook-ups  are  $8- 
$10  per  night.  Showers  are  available. 
For  reservations  call  (406)  628-4463. 
Horseshoe  pits,  room  for  volleyball, 
ample  fishing  access  and  a  boat  ramp 
make  the  camping  ideal. 

Cenex  Convenience  Center,  just  off 
the  interstate  at  exit  434,  has  a  free  RV 
dump  station  for  fuel  customers. 

Parks:  For  a  cool  dip  on  a  hot  day 


Laurel  ^'''''"  ^'^^est  fi^;:^ 

welcomes  you  to  the 
municipal  swimming  pool  located 
near  the  center  of  town  at  Thomson 
Park.  The  park  also  has  tennis  courts, 
picnic  tables,  playground  equipment, 
Softball  fields  and  volleyball  areas. 

Laurel  Lions  Family  Park  at  South 
Pond  has  recently  been  developed. 
New  trails,  a  picnic  shelter,  restrooms, 
a  graveled  parking  area  and  a  paved 
area  for  handicap  parking,  turf  and 
irrigation  systems  have  been  added, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Lions  Club, 
the  City  of  Laurel,  and  Montana 
Department  of  Transportation. 
Montana  fishing  licenses  are  required 
to  fish  for  the  pond's  trout.  The  city 
does  not  charge  user  fees  at  the  site.  It 
is  a  day  camping  only  facility. 
Entertaining  Ideas 

Biggest  Fireworks  Show  in  the 
State:  Be  in  Laurel  on  the  Fourth  of 
July  to  see  the  state's  largest,  most 
spectacular  fireworks  display!  You 
won't  believe  that  this  extravaganza  is 
free.  But  it  is! 


siioiv. 


The  4th 
of  July  is 
a  fun- 
filled  cele- 
bration in 
Laurel. 
Achvities 
begin  the 
night  before 
on  July  3 
with  the 
Jaycee  Street  Dance.  The  morning  of 
the  4th  finds  the  Jaycees  still  going 
strong — cooking  pancakes  and 
sausage  for  breakfast.  Visiting  runners 
are  invited  to  sign  up  for  the  2-,  4-, 
and  8-mile  runs. 

A  Kiddie  Parade  is  next  on  the  list  of 
activities,  and  the  Laurel  4th  of  July 
Parade  follows  shortly  after.  Bands, 
Shrine  units,  floats,  lots  of  horses  and 
antique  cars  combine  for  the  annual 
event  with  awards  sponsored  by  the 
Laurel  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

After  the  parade,  Thomson  Park,  six 
blocks  north  of  downtown,  is  the  place 
for  lots  of  food  and  fun. 

The  celebration  lights  up  the  sky  at 
dusk  when  the  Laurel  Volunteer  Fire 
Department  presents  a  dazzUng  fire- 
works display  on  the  ground  and  in 
the  air.  Music  accompanies  the  dis- 
play, making  hearts  swell  and 
patriotism  soar. 
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BEST  WESTERN 

LOCOnOTIVE 
INNi 


310  South  First  Avenue 

Laurel,  MT  59044 

1-90  Exit  434 

Phone:  406.628.8281 
Fax:  406.628.6610 

•  Indoor  Pool  &  Jacuzzi 

•  Continental  Breakfast 

•  Guest  Laundry 

•  Under  18  Stay  Free 

(when  staying  with  parents  or  grandparents) 

•  Free  Local  Calls 

•  Data  Ports 

Toll-free  reservations: 

888.210.5626 

ADJACENT  FACILITIES 

Locomotive  Casino 

406.628.7969 

Locomotive  Dining  Car 

406.628.4030 

Locomotion  Fitness  Center 

406.628.8387 

PELICAN 
TRUCK 
PLAZA 

OPEN  24  HOURS 


Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel 

Propane  •  Tire  Repair 

Restaurant  •  Casino 

Convenience  Store 

Beer  •  Pop  •  Ice 

MOTEL 

CAMPGROUND 

All  Hook-ups 

Showers 

Laundry 

CAMP  WESTERN 

Teepees  •  Log  Cabins  •  Sheep  Wagons 

1-90  Exit  437  (East  Laurel) 

406.628.4324 


Riderless  Horse  Ceremony  is  part  of  Nez 


'erce  veterans  gathering  at  Canyon  Creek. 
John  Brewer  Photo 


Mountain  Man  Rendezvous:  A 

Mountain  Man  Rendezvous  will  be 
held  at  Riverside  Park  in  July  to  honor 
the  time  when  Captain  William  Clark, 
Sacagawea  and  party  charted  the 
Yellowstone  River. 

'Home  of  the  Herbstfest':  Laurel  is 
the  "Home  of  the  Herbstfest."  The  fes- 
tival, held  the  fourth  weekend  in 
September,  is  patterned  after  the 
German  Oktoberfest  held  in  Munich, 
Germany.  Many  Laurel  citizens  are  of 
German  descent,  and  they  make  the 
Laurel  Herbstfest  the  most  authentic 
German  festival  in  the  state. 

Music,  dancing,  food  and  a  bier- 
stube  are  all  located  in  one  huge  arena 
of  fun  and  entertainment.  The  2000 
celebration  is  September  22-24. 
Though  the  main  theme  is  German 
music,  comic  relief  and  a  learners' 
dance  floor  round  out  the  entertain- 
ment. 

Doors  open  at  11  a.m.  daily.  Food 


AU  Vacation  Travels  Start  At 

JAN'S  IGA 

The  Hub  of  Montana  Traveling! 
Open  24  Hours! 

^  ^  JAN'S 


pgpyD 


We  are  the  largest  IGA  Discounter 

in  &  around  the 
Billing  -  Yellowstone  Park  route. 


booths  offering  ethnic  selections,  plus 
a  wide  selection  of  commercial  booths 
with  everybody's  favorites,  surround 
the  dance  floor.  A  bierstube  garden, 
and  seating  and  dining  area  add  to  the 
relaxing  atmosphere. 

Tickets  are  sold  for  the  entire  week- 
end or  for  individual  days.  Write 
Herbstfest,  P.O.  Box  1192,  Laurel,  MT, 
59044  or  call  (406)  628-8306  to  place  an 
advance  order.  Mastercard  and  Visa 
are  accepted. 

A  Christmas  to  Remember:  Laurel 
is  brilliant  at  Christmas  time.  The  busi- 
ness community  lights,  Santa's  work- 
shop in  the  city-center  park,  a  huge 
Santa  and  reindeer  spanning  the 
street,  and  lights  from  countryside  to 
church  altar  give  Laurel  the  reputation 
of  the  state's  best  decorated  city. 

The  whole  town  joins  in  to  make 
Laurel  a  true  holiday  jewel.  Maps  to 
lighted  homes  are  available  at  the 
chamber  office  and  businesses. 
Montana's  Centennial-sanctioned 
Christmas  house  and  a  resident's 
home  selected  and  featured  as  one  of 
the  best  decorated  homes  in  the 
United  States  by  USA  Today  are  on 
the  tour. 

On  the  first  Sxmday  in  December,  a 
Parade  of  Lights  down  First  Avenue  at 


c^ 


i'" 


_  ^xavtli 


«ti 


^^ 


?0  West  Main  Street     'f<^ 
Laurel,  MT  59044  ^^ 


(406)  628-6821  •  E-mail:  wtm@twoalpha.net 

•DaUy  &  Wee/^fy  Spates 

Qary  &  "Bess  fTan($n  -  Owners 

•  Free  Local  Phone  Calls  •  Color  Cable  TV 

'  Air  Conditioned  •  Clean  Rooms  &  Kitchenettes 
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Elsie' 


5  p.m.  fea- 
tures carolers 
carrying 
lights.  A 
Christmas 
Cantata,  and 
business  open 
house  activi- 
ties throughout 
the  day  add  to 
the  fun  in 
Laurel. 

Fireworks  her- 
ald Santa's 
arrival  at  5:30 
p.m. 

Hunt,  Fish, 
and  Ski:  Within 
minutes  of  Laurel 
are  some  of 
Montana's  best 
trout  streams  and 
lakes.  Hunting 
near  Laurel  is  also 
excellent.  Waterfowl,  upland  game 
and  big  game  are  plentiful,  including 
pheasants,  ducks,  mallards,  geese, 
whitetail  and  mule  deer.  Sundance 
Lodge  Recreation  Area  on  Thiel  Road 
offers  great  bird  watching  trails. 

Forty-five  minutes  to  the  south  is 
one  of  the  best  spots  in  the  west  to  ski 
—  Red  Lodge  Mountain.  Cooney  Dam, 
35  miles  southwest,  provides  recre- 
ation opportunities  such  as  boating, 
fishing  for  record  walleyes  and  trout, 
and  water  skiing. 
On  History's  Trail 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield:  The  Nez 
Perce  Indians  fought  a  rear-guard 
action  at  a  site  seven  miles  north  of 
Laurel  at  Canyon  Creek.  While  the  rest 
of  the  band  escaped  up  the  canyon, 
Nez  Perce  sharp  shooters  hidden  in 
the  canyon  wall  kept  the  cavalry  at 
bay.  Led  by  Chief  Joseph,  Looking 
Glass,  Hush-hush-cute  and  others,  the 


Nez  Perce  were 
nearing  the  end  of 
a  1300  mile  flight 
through  Oregon, 
Idaho,  Wyoming, 
Yellowstone 
National  Park, 
and  Montana. 
(See  related  story 
on  page  69  of 
this  guide.) 

A  pipe  cere- 
mony led  by  the 
i  '  ,    '''A       Nez  Perce  will 

O^l  -i       be  held  the 

^  -,  ,       week  of 

'        September  13, 
(  2000  to  com- 

memorate the 
-^-»»  123rd  anniver- 

- < '        sary  of  the 
A      in  Fireman's  Park.        1877  battle, 
s  Garden  m^^  ^^^^^^  p^^t^    ^^^^  occurred 

a  year  after  Custer's 
Last  Stand  at  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn. 

The  Friends  of  Canyon  Creek 
Battlefield,  Inc.  of  Laurel  is  working  to 
preserve  and  interpret  the  site,  a  his- 
toric point  on  National  Park  Trails 
System. 

2000  Events  in  Laurel 
July:  4th  of  July  Week  Events: 

Street  Dance 3 

Largest  Free  Fireworks  Display  in 
Montana,  Jaycees  Pancake  Breakfast, 
Kids'  Parade,  Laurel  Chamber  of 

Commerce  Grand  Parade 4 

Yellowstone  River  Boat  Float 7-9 

Clark  Bottom  Rendezvous 19-24 

Mountain  Man  Rendezvous 22 

Sept.:  Nez  Perce  Pipe  Ceremony, 

Canyon  Creek  Battle  Anniversary 
weekend  of  13 

Herbstfest  22-24 

Oct.:  Annual  Praise  Festival 10 

Dec:  Christmas  to  Remember 3 


LAUREL  CHAMBER 

OE  COMMERCE 

108  East  Main 

P.O.  Box  395  •  Laurel,  MT  59044 

Phone  (406)  628-8105 

Fax  (406)  628-2041 

Contact  the  Chamber  for  information  about: 

*  4th  of  July  *  Herbstfest 
if  Christmas  Lighting 

*  Chief  Joseph/Nez  Perce  Trail 

*  Canyon  Creek  Pipe  Ceremony 

This  ad  sponsored  by  Eirst  Citizens  Bank  of  LaureL  FDIC 


# 


CENEX 
LAND  O  LAKES 


TOWN  &  COUNTRY 
SUPPLY  ASSN. 

Laurel  •  Bridger  •  Billings  •  Edgar  •  Broadview 

628-6314 
Cenex  Convenience  Store 

315  First  Ave.  South  in  Laurel 
628-8660 

•  Groceries  •  Pop  •  Beer  •  Propane 
•  RV  Dump  •  Hunting/Fishing  Licenses 


MONTANA 
MOTHERLODE 
CASINO  & 
LITTLE  BIG 
MEN  PIZZA 

Family  Dining 

Pizza  •  Chicken  •  Steaks 

Sandwiches  •  Salad  Bar 

Banquet  Room 

BUSES  WELCOME         \ 

CURT'S 
SALOON 

Poker/Keno  Machines 
Beer  •  Wine  •  Spirits 

NINE  FINGERS 
MUSTARD  COMPANY 

Montana's  Master 
Mustard  Maker 

"Quite  Possibly  the  World's 

Finest  Mustard!!" 

"Stop  in  For  A 

Free  Taste  Test!" 


RUSSELL  MOTEL 

711  East  Main  Street 
Laurel,  Montana  59044 
Phone:(406)628-6513 

t/  Reaionable    t/  Clean    t/  Comfortable 

>/'  Colored  Cable  TV    t/"  Guest  Laundry 

•/  Kitchenettes     t/  Free  Tourist  Info    %/"  Telephones 


CABOOSE  SALOON 
&  CASINO 

704  West  Main  •  Laurel,  MT  59044 
•  Pool  •  Live  Music  Weekends  • 

Western  Art  Displays  •  Bronzes  &  Paintings 
30  LIFE-SIZE  BRONZES 

Owner:  Terry  R  Fink  •  (406)  628-7414 
http7/vwwv.virtualwest.com/rains/cabcx)se.html 


IffigT  LUBE  &  WASH 


•  FULL  SERVICE 
OIL  CHANGE 

•  AUTOMATIC 
DRIVE-THRU  CAR  WASH 

628-2985 

•  Off  1-90  at  Laurel 

Interchange 
(next  to  Pizza  Hut) 
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Chief  of  the  Crows'  Home  is  Museum  Park 


Crow  Chief 
Plenty  Coups 
donated  his  home 
and  surroundings 
to  be  used  by  all 
people  in  friend- 
ship. When  he  died  in  1932,  it  became 
a  park,  managed  by  the  Montana  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  Department.  In  his 
park  dedication  speech  he  said,  "This 
park  is  not  to  be  a  memorial  to  me,  but 
to  the  Crow  Nation.  It  is  given  as  a 
token  of  my  friendship  for  all  people 
both  red  and  white." 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park  is  35 
miles  south  of  Billings  at  Pryor.  Take  I- 
90  exit  445,  then  turn  (south)  on  Hwy 
416.  Follow  416  south  to  the  junction 
of  Pryor  Road.  Turn  south  and  follow 
the  signs  to  one  mile  west  of  Pryor. 

The  park  is  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to 
8:00  p.m.  and  the  visitor  center /muse- 
um is  open  daily  from  May  1  to 
September  30.  IVIuseum  hours  are 
10:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  each  day.  The 
museum  displays,  videos,  photos  and 
maps  tell  the  stories  of  the  Apsaalooke 
(Crow)  people.  Tours  are  given  daily 


July  and  Aug.  at  1:30 
through  the  chief's 
home,  the  grounds 
and  facilities. 

The  park  also 
includes  Chief  Plenty 
Coups'  homestead, 
the  medicine  spring 
and  a  memorial  to 
his  peace  efforts  and 
to  the  Crow  Indians. 

A  spacious  picnic 
area  is  fully  devel- 
oped with  tables, 

grills,  restrooms  and  drinking  water. 
No  camping  is  allowed. 

There  is  no  fee  for  entering  the  park. 
The  museum  fee  is  $1  for  adults.  If  vis- 
itors have  the  annual  parks  family 
passport,  there  is  no  additional  charge. 

A  brochure  is  available  at  local 
information  centers  and  at  the  site.  The 
museum  phone  number  is 
(406)  252-1289. 
Crow  Traditional  Lifeways: 

Crow  Elders  and  historians  will 
offer  interpretive  programs  August  5, 
12,  and  26  from  1:30-3  p.m.  Presenters 


I'kiilv  Cuiip^.  State  Park  Photo 

will  discuss  Crow  traditions.  Crow 
beadwork,  legends  or  Crow  history. 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  "Day  of  Honor" 
is  held  annually  the  first  Saturday  in 
September  at  the  park.  Traditional 
dance  and  drum  groups,  a  buffalo 
feast,  historians'  presentations,  a  craft 
fair  and  rodeo  are  featured  festivities. 
All  visitors  are  welcome  on  this  no-fee 
day. 

He  Gave  His  Home  to  be  Used 
By  All  People  in  Friendship 


BATTLEFIELD  ARE 

Diiiings 

MUSEUMS  mjA^M 


%P  Big  Horn  County  Historical  Museum  and  State  Visitor  Center  invites  visitors 

to  tour  a  village  of  restored  buildings,  a  shady  picnic  area,  and  a  museum  and  gift  shop.  The  museum  inter- 
prets Big  Horn  County  history  and  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  stories.  Videos  of  area  attractions  and  about 
area  and  historic  events  are  shown  free.  Local,  regional  and  Montana  traveler  information  center.  All 
exhibits  are  free.  Open  year  round. 

Hardin  1-90  Exit  497.  (406)  665-1671 


o 


Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument  is  operated  by  the  National  Park  Service.  The 
Visitor  Center  Museum  interprets  the  battle,  Indian  culture,  archaeology  and  frontier  soldiers.  It  includes  a  book  store. 
Trails  lead  through  the  battlefield,  the  cemetery,  and  the  Reno-Benteen  Battlefield.  Live  programs  and  talks  are  given 
Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day.  Open  year  round.  A  fee  is  charged  for  all  except  Custer  National  Cemetery. 

1-90  and  Highway  212  Junction  Exit  510.  (406)  638-2621 


o 


Custer  Battlefield  Museum  collection  includes  more  than  100  D.E.  Barry  1870's-80's  photographs  of 
participants  in  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn.  A  trading  post  gift  shop,  rare  collectibles  shop,  collections,  convenience 
store,  and  picnic  area  are  included  in  the  fort-style  structure.  The  tomb  of  the  unknown  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  soldier 
is  at  this  site.  Open  year  round.  A  fee  is  charged  for  the  museum  only. 

Garryowen  1-90  Exit  514.  (406)  638-1876 
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Preserving  the  Heritage  of  Custer  Country 


Public  Museums 

Ashland,  CHEYENNE  INDIAN  MUSE- 
UM, off  Hwy.  212  at  St.  Labre  School, 
Indian  artifacts  and  gallery.  8-4:30  daily  in 
summer,  weekdays  in  winter  (406)  784- 
4511.  Free 

Baker,  O'FALLON  MUSEUM,  723  S. 
Main  behind  courthouse.  World's  largest 
steer,  homesteader  items,  early  farm  equip- 
ment, vintage  clothing.  Old  jail  building. 
Closed  Mon.  &  Sat.  (406)  778-3265  or  778- 
2300.  Free. 

BUlings,  P.B.  MOSS  MANSION,  914 
Division  St.  Elegant  tum-of-the  century  his- 
toric home.  Guided  tours.  Open  daily;  sea- 
sonal hours.  Admission.  (406)  256-5100. 

Billings,  WESTERN  HERITAGE  CEN- 
TER, 2822  Montana  Ave.  Presenting 
regional  history  and  culture  of  the 
Yellowstone  Valley.  AAM  accredited.  10-5 
Tues-Sat.  year-round,  1-5  Sun.  June-Sept. 
(406)  256-6809.  Free. 

Billings,  PETER  YEGEN  JR.,  YELLOW- 
STONE COUNTY  MUSEUM.  Across  from 
terminal  parking  lot,  Logan  International 
Airport.  Old  West,  Indian  artifacts.  10:30-5 
M-F,  10:30-3  Sat.  Closed  Sun.  (406)  256- 
6811.  Free. 

BUlings,  MUSEUM  OF  WOMEN'S  HIS- 
TORY, 2824  3rd  Ave.  N.  Wed.  12-2  or  (406) 
248-2015,  or  245-4891  by  appt.  Free. 

Broadus,  POWDER  RIVER  HISTORI- 
CAL MUSEUM  AND  VISITOR  CENTER 
AND  MAC'S  MUSEUM,  102  W.  Wilson. 
Western  history,  rodeo,  and  activities. 
Indian  artifacts,  sea  shells  &  displays  9-5 
M-Sat.,  June-Sept.  (406)  436-2977  Free. 

Broadus,  WILDLIFE  MUSEUM, 
Highway  212.  Over  115  North  American 
Specimens  on  display.  Mon.-Sat.  (406)  436- 
2538.  Free. 

Colstrip,  SCHOOLHOUSE  HISTORY  & 
ART  CENTER,  400  Woodrose  St.  Historic 
Colstrip  photography  and  changing  art 
exhibits.  Mon.  -  Fri.,  10-4.  Office  &  gift 
shop  open  all  year.  Gallery  closed  in  Jan. 
(406)  748-4822. 

Crow  Agency,  LITTLE  BIGHORN  BAT- 
TLEFIELD NATIONAL  MONUMENT 
MUSEUM,  (and  Custer  National 
Cemetery),  Junction  of  Hwy.  212  and  1-90, 
Exit  510.  Battlefield  artifacts,  displays, 
tours,  bookstore,  cemetery.  Summer  8-8, 
Spring /Fall  8-6,  Winter  8-4:30.  Park  fee. 
(406)638-2621. 

Ekalaka,  CARTER  COUNTY  MUSEUM, 
anatosaurus  skeleton,  other  prehistoric 
specimens,  and  artifacts.  9-12  and  1-5 
Tues.-Fri,  1-5  Sat.-Sun.  (406)  775-6886.  Free. 

Forsyth,  ROSEBUD  COUNTY  PIONEER 


MUSEUM.  Main  St.  Collections  from 
founding  families,  Indian  beadwork, 
barbed  wire,  vintage  clothing,  machines. 
May  1-15  Daily  1-7;  May  15-Sept.  15  Mon.- 
Sat.  9-7,  Sun.  1-7.  Free.  356-7547 

Garryowen,  CUSTER  BATTLEFIELD 
MUSEUM,  1-90  Exit  514.  Largest  Custer 
Exhibit  now  on  display,  where  the  Battle  of 
the  Little  Bighorn  began  at  Sitting  Bull's 
camp.  Tomb  of  the  unknown  soldier.  Daily 
summer  8-9,  winter  9-5  (406)  638-1876. 
www.custermuseum.org.  Admission. 

Glendive,  FRONTIER  GATEWAY 
MUSEUM.  1  mile  E.  of  Glendive,  Montana 
prehistory  to  present;  homesteading.  June- 
Aug.  9-5,  Sept.-May  1-5  (406)  365-8168. 
Free. 


Damion  Conrad  Travel  M~ 
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Hardin,  BIG  HORN 
COUNTY  HISTORICAL  MUSEUM  AND 
STATE  VISITOR  CENTER.  1-90,  exit  497. 
Cultural  exhibits,  restored  buildings,  picnic 
area,  gift  shop.  Winter  Mon.-Fri.  9-5 
Summer  Daily  8-8.  (406)  665-1671.  Free. 

Huntley,  HUNTLEY  PROJECT  MUSE- 
UM OF  IRRIGATED  AGRICULTURE, 
5,000  artifacts.  At  Osborn  Park,  12  mi.  west 
of  Pompeys  Pillar,  3  mi.  east  of  Huntley, 
U.S.  Hwy  312.  Open  summer.  Free.  967- 
2881 

Hysham,  TREASURE  COUNTY  MUSE- 
UM, Main  St.,  Pioneer  history.  Open  sum- 
mer, afternoons.  Manning  family  collection 
and  theater.  Free. 

Miles  City,  RANGE  RIDERS  MUSEUM 
&  BERT  CLARK  GUN  COLLECTION.  US 
10  &  12,  W.  of  Miles  City.  Early  range  life; 
eastern  Montana  ranching  history.  April- 
Oct.  8-8.  Admission.  (406)  232-6146. 

Pryor,  CHIEF  PLENTY  COUPS  MUSE- 


UM. Crow  culture.  May  1  -Sept.  30  10-5, 
Daily.  Off  season  by  appointment. 
Admission.  (406)  252-1289. 

Richey,  RICHEY  HISTORICAL  MUSE- 
UM. Local  community  history  of  pioneers 
in  a  6-building  complex.  Open  Memorial 
Day  to  Labor  Day,  M-W-F,  2-5  and  by 
appointment.  (406)  773-5656.  Free. 

Roundup,  MUSSELSHELL  VALLEY 
HISTORICAL  MUSEUM.  524  1st.  W. 
Pioneer  era  cabin,  5-room  house,  coal  mine. 
7,000  sq.  ft.  exhibit  area.  1-5  Daily.  May- 
Sept.  (406)  323-1403.  Free. 

Roundup,  WESTERN  &  WILDLIFE 
MUSEUM,  136  Main  St.  Free.  (406)  323- 
1333. 

Terry,  PRAIRIE  COUNTY  MUSEUM, 
historic  bank  complex,  steam  heated  out- 
house, pioneer  homestead.  Lady  Cameron 
photos.  Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day,  Wed.- 
Mon.  Closed  Tues.  Free. 

Terry,  CAMERON  GALLERY,  Lady 
Cameron  photo  collection  of  homesteaders 
in  eastern  Montana.  Open  Wed. -Mon.  in 
summer.  Winter  access  by  appt.  Free. 

Wibaux,  CENTENNIAL  CAR  MUSEUM, 
and  the  Pierre  Wibaux  and  badlands  cow- 
boy interpretive  center  built  by  Pierre 
Wibaux  in  1892.  Museum  complex:  Pierre 
Wibaux  house  museum,  antique  barber 
shop,  livery  stable.  Free  tours  May-Sept. 
(406)  796-9969. 
Visitor  center  (406)  796-2253  796-2381. 

Public  Art  Centers 

Billings,  YELLOWSTONE  ART  MUSE- 
UM, 401  N.  27th  St.  Nationally  accredited 
art  museum.  Changing  exhibitions:  con- 
temporary and  historic.  Permanent  collec- 
tion: Will  James.  Tues.  Wed,  Fri.  Sat.  10-5, 
Thurs.  10-8,  Sun.  12-5,  closed  Mon.  (406) 
256-6804.  $5A,  $3Sr.Ct.,  $2Ch.  Admission. 

Glendive,  THE  GALLERY,  West  Plaza 
Mall.  Works  of  artists  from  the  Glendive 
area,  including  sculpture.  1-5  M-F  year 
round.  (406)  365-6508.  Free. 

Hardin,  JAIL  HOUSE  GALLERY.  218  N. 
Center.  Rotating  art  exhibits.  Western  & 
American  Indian  arts  and  crafts.  (406)  665- 
3239.  Mon.-Sat.  9:30-5:30.  Free. 

Miles  City,  CUSTER  COUNTY  ART 
CENTER,  WATER  WORKS  GALLERY. 
Water  Plant  Rd.,  west  of  tov^m.  Annual 
Western  Art  Show,  L.A.  Huffman  pho- 
tographs. Open  Feb. -Dec,  Tues. -Sun.  1-5. 
(406)  232-0635.  Free. 

Miles  City,  WOOL  HOUSE  GALLERY. 
419  N.  7th  St.  In  1909  wool  warehouse  for 
Milwaukee  RR.  Tues. -Sat.  1-5  April-Dec. 
(406)  232-0769.  Free. 
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Photographer  captures  scenic  view  of  Makoshika  State  Park.  John  Brewer  Photo 


State  Parks 

Listed  below  is  a  summary  of  the 
eight  State  Parks  in  the  Custer 
Country  region.  State  Parks  camping 
fees  are  $12  per  night  at  all  parks.  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  fishing  access 
camping  fees  are  $5  per  night,  or  $10 
per  night  for  campers  who  do  not  pos- 
sess a  valid  Montana  fishing  license. 

State  Parks  Passports,  valid  year- 
round  for  entrance  at  all  Montana 
State  Parks,  are  $20  for  residents  and 
$24  for  nonresidents.  A  Low-income 
Parks  Passport  is  available  through 
FWP  offices  for  $16  to  low-income  res- 
idents. 

"Great  Escapes,"  a  guide  to 
Montana's  State  Parks,  by  Rick 
Newby,  with  more  detailed  informa- 
tion is  available  by  contacting  the 
Parks  Division  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks  at  2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive, 
Billings,  Montana  59105,  252-4654  or 
Highway  10  West,  Miles  City, 
Montana  59301,  232-0900.  The  book 
sells  for  $10. 
MAKOSHIKA 

The  name  Makoshika  (Ma-ko'-shi- 
ka)  is  a  variant  spelling  of  a  Lakota 
phrase  meaning  land  of  bad  spirits. 
Today  the  badlands  of  Makoshika  are 
set  aside  for  visitors  to  see  and  enjoy. 
In  addition  to  the  pine-and-juniper- 
studded  badlands  formations,  the  park 


also  holds  the  fossil  remains  of  such 
dinosaurs  as  tyrannosaurus  and  tricer- 
atops.  A  visitor  center  at  the  park 
entrance  houses  a  triceratops  skull  and 
other  badlands  interpretive  displays. 
The  park  has  an  archery  range,  scenic 
drives  and  nature  trails,  a  camp- 
ground, a  group  picnic  area,  and  many 
picnic  sites.  (On  Snyder  Ave.  in 
Glendive;  8,832  acres;  2,069'  el.  (406) 
365-MAKO  [6256].) 

The  park  is  open  365  days  a  year. 
The  visitor  center  is  open  daily;  from 
Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day 
10-6;  from  Labor  Day  to  Memorial  Day 
9-5,  Mon.-Sat.,  1-5  Sun. 

Fees:  Daily  entrance  fee  of  $4  per 
vehicle  or  $1  walk-in.  $12.00  per  night 
camping  fee  plus  entrance  fee.  Call  for 
group  use  rates. 
MEDICINE  ROCKS 

As  its  name  implies.  Medicine  Rocks 
was  a  place  of  "big  medicine"  where 
Indian  hunting  parties  conjured  up 
magical  spirits.  "As  fantastically  beau- 
tiful a  place  as  I  have  ever  seen,"  said 
one  of  its  first  tourists  in  the  late  1800s, 
a  young  rancher  named  Teddy 
Roosevelt.  Weathering  has  given  the 
soft  sandstone  rock  formations  a  hon- 
eycomb look.  The  park  is  also  a  haven 
for  mule  deer,  antelope,  and  sharp- 
tailed  grouse,  (located  between  Baker 
and  Ekalaka  on  Montana  7;  316  acres; 


3,441'  el.  (406)  232-0900).  Camping 
for  trailers  up  to  20  ft. 

No  fees  are  charged. 
ROSEBUD  BATTLEFIELD 

Site  of  the  June  17,  1876,  battle 
between  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne 
Indians  and  General  George  Crook's 
cavalry  and  infantry.  One  of  the 
largest  Indian  battles  ever  waged  in 
the  United  States,  it  set  the  stage  for 
the  Indian  victory  eight  days  later 
when  Lt.  Col.  George  A.  Custer  and 
his  immediate  command  were  wiped 
out  on  the  Little  Bighorn.  Self-guided 
tour  with  interpretive  signs.  (25  miles 
east  of  Crow  Agency  on  U.S.  212,  then 
20  miles  south  on  Secondary  314,  then 
1 .5  miles  west  on  county  road;  3,052 
acres;  4,300'  el.  (406)  232-0900). 

Fees:  No  charge  for  entrance. 
Camping  not  allowed.  Day  use  only. 
TONGUE  RIVER  RESERVOIR 

The  impounded  Tongue  River  pro- 
vides a  12-mile  long  reservoir  set  in 
the  scenic  red  shale  and  juniper 
canyons  and  open  prairies  of  south- 
eastern Montana.  Boating  and  other 
water  sports  are  popular  here,  and  the 
park  boasts  excellent  bass,  crappie, 
and  walleye  fishing.  Four  state  record 
fish  have  been  pulled  from  its  waters. 
(6  miles  north  of  Decker  on  Secondary 
314,  then  1  mile  east  on  county  road; 
640  acres;  3,424'  el.  (406)  232-0900). 
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Fees:  Daily  entrance  fee  of  $4  per 
vehicle  or  $1  walk-in.  $12  overnight 
camping  fee  plus  entrance  fee. 
PICTOGRAPH  CAVE 

This  National  Historic  Landmark  is 
7  miles  southeast  of  Billings.  Take 
Lockwood  interchange  (#452).  Then 
turn  south  on  Coburn  Road.  Follow 
the  pavement  for  3  miles,  then  the 
remaining  3  miles  will  be  gravel  road. 
The  park  is  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to  8:00 
p.m.  seven  days  per  week  from  mid- 
April  to  mid-October.  A  self-guided 
history  trail  and  pamphlet  are  avail- 
able. 

The  site  has  paved  trails  to 
Pictograph  Cave  and  Ghost  Cave  with 
interpretive  panels  along  the  way 
explaining  the  significance  of  the 
inhabitation  and  natural  features.  Also 
available  are  picnic  tables,  fireplaces, 
restrooms,  benches,  a  water  fountain, 
and  ample  parking.  Visitors  should 
bring  binoculars  to  help  in  viewing  the 
pictographs. 

Camping  is  not  allowed  and  pets 
must  be  on  a  leash. 

Daily  entrance  fee  of  $4  per  vehicle 
or  $1  walk-in.  These  fees  will  be  used 
to  maintain  this  site  and  to  make 
improvements  to  the  facilities. 

Brochures  are  available  at  various 
information  offices  also.  Groups  need 
advance  reservations,  which  may  be 
arranged  by  calling  the  following 
numbers:  (406)  245-0227  or 
(406)  247-2955. 
LAKE  ELMO 

Lake  Elmo  is  located  in  Billings 
Heights  at  2400  Lake  Elmo  Drive.  The 
lake  is  popular  for  swimming,  fishing, 
non-motorized  and  electric  pow- 
ered boating,  sailing,  sailboarding, 
sunbathing,  and  picnicking.  The 
park  is  open  year-round.  Lifeguards 
supervise  the  swimming  area  dur- 
ing summer  months. 

Concession  services  include  food, 
beverages,  sundries,  and  watercraft 
rentals.  Overnight  camping,  pets, 
and  glass  bottles  are  prohibited. 

Fees:  An  entrance  fee  is  charged 
Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day. 
Annual  entrance  passport  or  an  indi- 
vidual fee  of  $1  per  person  over  six 
years  old  required.  (406)  247-2940. 
CHIEF  PLENTY  COUPS 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Memorial  is  35 
miles  south  of  Billings  1-90  Exit  447. 
Turn  south  on  Highway  416  following 
signs  to  Pryor;  then  go  1  mile  west  of 
Pryor.  If  you  take  Lockwood 
Interchange  Exit  452  off  1-90,  then  fol- 


low Old  Highway  87  south  to  Hardin 
Road,  then  turn  south  and  follow  the 
signs. 

The  park  is  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to 
8:00  p.m.  from  May  1  to  Sept.  30.  The 
visitor  center /museum  is  open  daily, 
10:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  In  addition  to 
the  museum  is  Chief  Plenty  Coups' 
homestead,  the  medicine  spring  and  a 
memorial  to  his  peace  efforts  and  to 
the  Crow  Indians.  Tours  for  large 
groups  by  appt.  Crow  Lifeways  pro- 
grams Saturdays,  Aug.  5,  12,  and  26. 

A  spacious  picnic  area  is  fully  devel- 
oped with  tables,  grills,  restrooms  and 
drinking  water.  Camping  is  not 
allowed. 

Museum  entrance  fee  $1  per  person, 
or  annual  parks  passport.  (Free  with 
Friends  of  Chief  Plenty  Coups  Assn. 
membership,  starting  at  $5.) 

A  brochure  is  available  at  local 
information  centers  and  at  the  site. 
(406)  252-1289. 
DEADMAN'S  BASIN 

Deadman's  Basin  Fishing  Access  is 
reached  by  driving  75  miles  northwest 
of  Billings  on  Highway  3  to  Lavina, 
then  turning  west  on  Highway  12.  The 
basin  is  5  miles  west  of  Ryegate  and  19 
miles  east  of  Harlowton. 

This  lake  is  used  mostly  for  fishing 
and  boating.  Other  activities  include 
camping,  picnicking,  swimming,  sight- 
seeing, and  group  reunions. 

Large  boat  ramp,  minimal  camp- 
ground areas,  outdoor  vault 
restrooms,  picnic  shelters,  picnic 
tables,  fireplaces,  and  garbage  collec- 
tion system. 

Fees:  No  charge  for 


entrance  and  camping  at  this  site. 

(406)  247-2940. 

National  Forests 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST 

Custer  Forest  regions  such  as  the 
Pryor  Mountains  are  an  ideal  place  to 
hike,  ride  mountain  bikes,  watch  birds, 
view  wildlife,  picnic,  camp,  photo- 
graph nature,  hunt,  cross  country  ski, 
snowmobile  and  spot  wild  horses. 

In  the  Ashland  District,  east  of 
Ashland,  hunting  for  mule  deer  and 
wild  turkeys  is  very  good.  There  are 
also  hiking,  camping  and  some  cross 
country  skiing  opportunities.  Bird 
watchers  can  enjoy  the  200-plus 
species  of  birds  that  frequent  the  area. 

Chalk  Buttes,  Long  Pines,  and 
Ekalaka  Hills  near  Ekalaka,  are  Custer 
National  Forest  lands  that  provide 
excellent  hunting  for  mule  deer,  white- 
tail  deer,  and  wild  turkeys.  The  Long 
Pines  is  noted  for  the  Capitol  Rock 
National  Natural  Landmark.  This  area 
also  is  known  for  having  a  very  high 
density  of  nesting  raptors. 

For  more  information  about  recre- 
ation activities  in  the  Custer  National 
Forest,  write  to  one  of  the  following 
addresses: 

Beartooth  Ranger  District,  Route  2, 
Box  3420,  Red  Lodge,  MT  59068 

Ashland  Ranger  District,  P.O.  Box 
168,  Ashland,  MT  59003 

Sioux  Ranger  District,  Box  37,  Camp 
Crook,  SD  57724 

Custer  National  Forest,  Supervisor's 
Office,  Box  50760,  Billings,  MT  59105. 
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Camping  facilities  are  available  in 
Custer  Country  at  most  fishing  access 
sites,  and  at  public  and  private  camp- 
grounds. 

Following  is  a  list  of  public  camp- 
grounds and  services,  and  the  towns 
near  which  they  are  located. 

The  Afterbay  Campground  is  a 
National  Park  Service  facility,  located 
near  the  town  of  Ft.  Smith,  1  mile  NE 
of  Yellowtail  Dam.  It  is  open  all  year, 
has  40  camping  spaces,  trailers 
allowed,  toilets  have  handicap  access, 
drinking  water  available,  boat  launch 
for  2-wheel  drive  with  trailer,  fishing, 
swimming,  nature  /  interpretive  trails 
and  an  amphitheater;  stay  limit  is  30 
days,  user  fees  charged. 

Near  Ashland  is  Red  Shale 
Campground,  managed  by  the  Forest 
Service.  It  is  6  mi.  SE  of  Ashland  on 
US  212.  It  is  open  year  round,  has  14 
camping  spaces  and  allows  trailers  to 
32  ft.  It  has  toilets.  No  fee  is  charged. 
10  day  stay  limit.  Holiday  Springs 
Campground  is  20  miles  NE  of 
Ashland  on  the  East  Fork  of  Otter 
Creek  Rd.  Managed  by  National  Forest 
Service.  It  has  3  campsites.  No  fees,  no 
services,  no  potable  water.  Trailers  are 
allowed.  Stay  limit  is  14  days. 

Medicine  Rocks  Campground  is  25 
miles  south  of  Baker  on  MT  7. 
Development  is  primitive  at  this  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  managed  site.  It  is 
open  all  year  and  offers  camping  for 
trailers  up  to  20  ft.  Latrines  and  water 
are  available.  The  stay  limit  is  14  days. 
No  fee  is  charged. 

Ekalaka  has  three  public  camp- 
grounds nearby.  Ekalaka  Park,  a 
Forest  Service  campground,  is  3  miles 
SE  of  Ekalaka  on  Rt.  323,  1  mile  W  on 
a  county  road,  5  miles  S  on  forest  ser- 


vice road  813.  It  is  open  May  1  to  Nov. 
15,  has  9  camping  spaces,  allows  trail- 
ers up  to  16  ft.,  has  latrines  and  drink- 
ing water  and  a  10  day  stay  limit.  No 
fee  is  charged.  Lantis  Spring  is  also  a 
Forest  Service  campground  and  is  3 
mi.  W  of  Camp  Crook,  SD,  on  Hwy  20 
SE  of  Ekalaka,  11  mi.  NW  on  forest 
service  road  117.  It  is  open  May  1  to 
Nov.  15  also,  with  5  spaces,  allows 
trailers  up  to  16  ft.,  has  latrines  and 
drinking  water  and  a  10  day  stay  limit. 
No  fee  is  charged.  Macnab  Pond 
Forest  Service  Campground  is  7  mi. 
SE  of  Ekalaka  on  Rt.  323,  1  mi.  E  on 
the  county  road.  It  is  open  May  1  to 
Nov.  15,  has  camping  spaces,  allows 
trailers  up  to  22  ft.  It  has  latrines  and 
drinking  water,  fishing,  a  pond  and  a 
stay  limit  of  10  days.  No  fee  is 
charged. 

The  Rosebud  Campground  at 
Forsyth,  managed  by  Dept.  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks,  is  off  1-94  at 
Forsyth,  E  Exit,  N  to  Yellowstone 
River.  It  is  open  year  round.  Ten 
camping  spaces  are  available;  trailers 
are  allowed.  There  are  toilets  and 
drinking  water.  There  is  a  boat  launch 
for  two-wheel  drive  with  trailer,  and 
fishing.  Stay  limit  is  7  days.  A  $5  camp 
fee  is  charged  ($10  without  valid  fish- 
ing license). 

Near  Glendive  are  two  camp- 
grounds. Intake  is  famous  for  paddle- 
fishing.  Managed  by  FWP,  it  is  16  mi. 
N  of  Glendive  on  MT  16,  S  on  a  county 
road.  It  has  40  camping  spaces,  with 
trailers  allowed.  Toilets  and  drinking 
water  are  available.  A  boat  launch  for 
two-wheel  drive  vehicles  with  trailer  is 
available,  and  various  fishing.  Stay 
limit  7  days.  A  $5  camp  fee  is  charged. 
Makoshika  Campground,  managed 


by  FWP,  is  2  mi.  SE  of  Glendive 
through  residential  section  on  Snyder 
Ave.  It  is  open  all  year.  Ten  individual 
campsites  are  available,  with  overflow 
camping  space  for  an  additional  5  RV 
units;  15  dispersed  tent  campsites 
available;  trailers  permitted.  Handicap 
toilets,  drinking  water,  paved  spurs 
and  fire  grills.  Nature /interpretive 
trails  feature  dinosaurs  and  badlands. 
The  14  day  stay  limit  has  both  day-use 
and  overnight  fees. 

Huntley  Diversion  Dam  near 
Huntley  is  1  mile  W  of  1-94  Huntley 
Exit  on  a  gravel  road.  It  is  open  all 
year  and  offers  camping.  A  boat 
launch  requires  a  4-wheel  drive  with  a 
trailer.  Fishing  is  available.  The  stay 
limit  is  14  days. 

Anita  Reservoir  is  4  miles  south  of 
1-94  Exit  23  near  Pompeys  Pillar.  Open 
all  year,  it  offers  camping,  accommo- 
dates hand-launch  boats.  Stay  lirrvit  14 
days. 

Riverside  Park  in  Laurel,  Highway 
212  S,  on  the  banks  of  the  Yellowstone 
River,  is  a  community  campground  for 
100  tents  and  RV's.  Fees  $8  to  $15  are 
charged.  Seven  hook-up  spots  are 
available.  Barbecue  and  picnic  facili- 
ties, toilets  and  drinking  water  are 
available.  A  boat  launch  is  available 
for  two-wheel  drive  vehicles  with  a 
trailer. 

Barry's  Landing  Campground, 
managed  by  the  National  Park  Service, 
is  27  miles  N  of  Lovell,  WY  on  WY  37. 
Open  all  year,  it  has  9  camping  spots 
for  trailers.  Toilets  are  handicap  acces- 
sible. The  boat  launch  accommodates 
2-wheel  drives  with  a  trailer.  There  is 
fishing  there,  and  hiking  trails  are 
developed.  The  stay  limit  is  30  days. 


Page  118— Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 2000 


The  Cow  Creek  Campground  is 

located  8  miles  north  of  Otter  on 
Forest  Rd.  51,  then  5  miles  W  on  Forest 
Rd.  95.  It  is  managed  by  the  Forest 
Service.  It  is  open  year  round  and  has 
eight  camping  spaces  and  accommo- 
dates trailers  up  to  32  ft.  It  has  toilets. 
The  stay  limit  is  10  days.  No  fee  is 
charged.  CNF 

The  CowBelle  Campground  at 
Roundup  is  located  at  the  fairgrounds 
on  the  southeastern  edge  of  town.  It 
offers  overnight  camping  and  RV 
parking,  barbecue  pits  and  good 
shade.  No  fee. 

The  Tongue  River  Reservoir 
Campground  is  managed  by  FWP  and 
is  6  mi.  N  of  Decker  on  Hwy  314,  1  mi. 
E  on  a  county  road.  It  is  open  all  year. 
It  is  currently  reduced  to  100  camping 
spaces  during  rehabilitation,  and  trail- 
ers are  allowed.  It  has  toilets  and 
drinking  water.  Two  boat  launches  are 
available  for  two-wheel  drive  vehicles 
with  trailers.  Fishing  is  offered.  The 
stay  limit  is  7  days  with  both  day-use 
and  overnight  fee  scales.  FWP-MC 


Winter  Recreation 

Load  your  snow  machines  on  the  trailer  and  bring  your  cross  country  skis  with 
you  when  you  come  to  Custer  Country  in  the  winter. 

Two  areas  are  especially  popular  with  snowmobilers.  The  Tongue  River  Trail  is 
near  N/Iiles  City.  The  best  place  to  "put  in"  is  at  Spotted  Eagle  Recreation  Area. 
The  trail  is  right  on  the  shallow,  frozen  river.  Another  designated  trail  is  the  road 
through  the  Makoshika  State  Park  badlands  at  Glendive.  Depending  on  snow 
conditions,  snowmobiling  is  allowed  on  and  off  the  eight-mile  road. 

The  "Snowmobile  Law  and  Safety"  guide  is  available  through  FWP.  Montana 
requires  a  nonresident  temporary-use  permit,  which  is  valid  for  thirty  consecu- 
tive days.  Snowmobile  operators  riding  on  public  streets,  roads  or  highways 
must  possess  a  drivers  license.  Youths  must  possess  a  snowmobile  education  cer- 
hficate  and  travel  with  an  adult.  To  receive  the  guide  and  pamphlets  on  snow- 
mobile safety  and  avalanche  awareness  and  precautions,  write  to  Dept.  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  Headquarters,  1420  6th  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59620  or  phone 
(406)  444-2535. 

A  state  tourism  department  publication,  "Montana  Snowmobiling  Guide," 
including  trail  systems,  rentals,  services,  lodging  and  activities  throughout  the 
state,  is  available  by  writing:  Snowmobile  Guide,  Travel  Montana,  P.O.  Box  7549, 
Missoula,  MT  59807-7549,  or  call  toU  free  1-800-VlSIT  MT  or  caU  (406)  444-2654. 

Cross  Country  Skiing 

Cross  country  skiing  is  another  winter  sport  that  offers  trails  of  fun.  Camps 
Pass  in  Custer  National  Forest  is  18  miles  east  of  Ashland  on  U.S.  Highway  212. 
The  trail  is  designed  with  two  loops,  with  parking  at  the  trailhead.  Each  loop  is 
two  kilometers.  They  are  rated  "easy"  and  "more  difficult."  The  trails  are 
groomed  intermittently.  For  up-to-date  information,  contact  the  district  Ranger, 
Custer  National  Forest,  Ashland,  MT  59003,  (406)  784-2344.  Many  other  public 
lands  offer  the  opportunity  to  strap  on  your  skis  and  go! 


--Camping  in  Custer  Country-- 


TOWN                 NAME/LOCATION  (*all  phone  number  use  area  code  prefix  (406)) 

SEASON 

1 

1 

a. 

1 

cx 

Sir 
1  1 

CfiC 

1    1 

1. 

M? 

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION,  PAGE  REFERENCE 

fiRGWJUS         Wayade  Mobitemv  Pa*  AAA,  436-2510, 3  rrt.  west  at  juicticm  US  212  &  MT  59 

MYr. 

20 

18 

k    • 

• 

• 

Next  to  9-hole  ^  course 

White  Buffalo  Campground,  436-2626.  near  Hwy.  212 

5/1-11/1 

20 

57 

' 

• 

• 

Nearby  city  park  &  swimming  pool  -  pg.  27 

CROWAGEhCY  Lite  ffig^omCarip,  1-90  E)«  510, 638-2232 

4/15-11/1 

20 

15 

, 

. 

•  • 

• 

« 

6  unit  M(Ael,  gas,  laundromat,  C-Store,  n^r  B^^^ 

Custer  Battlefield  Convenience  Center,  (406)  638-4452, 1-90  &  212 

5/1-11/1 

6 

• 

Shopping,  restaurant,  gas,  near  Battlefield  -  Pg.  54 

OKTER            Fort  Custer  Restaurant  &  Campgound.  856-4191 ,  Hwy  47  &  1-94, 1  mi.  E  of  Custer 

AIIYr. 

6 

6 

Restaurant  &  Bar  •  Pg.  88 

FORSYTH          Wagon  Wheel  Campground,  356-2454, 1-94  Exit  95  1/2  mi.  So  of  interstate 

4/1-10/31 

10 

10 

Fishing,  restaurant,  pool,  museum,  within  1.5  mi.-Pg.  44 

FORT  SMITH      Cottonwood  Camp,  668-2391 , 3  mi.  north  on  Rt,  313 

AIIYr. 

50 

15 

• 

• 

Fishing  -  Pg.  84 

GLENDIVE          Glendive  Campground,  377-6721 , 1-94  Exit  21 5,  N  of  1-94 

4/1-10/1     1    7 

50 

*l  * 

•i- 

•  Playgnd.  swim  pool,  restaurants,  motels  near  -  Pg.  30 

Green  Valey  Campground,  3ffim56, 1-94  Exit  213,  lyztrt.  N 

4/1-11/1       50 

42 

• 

« 

• 

•     1^  fshing,  playground,  rec  room  -  Pg.  30 

HARDIN             Grandview  Campground,  665-2489, 1-90  Exit  495,  3/4  mi.  S  on  Rt  313 

AHYr. 

40 

60 

• 

• 

•  Gift  shop,  pool,  tennis,  playground  - 1  block  -  Pg.  73 

HartSn  KOA,  665-1635, 1-90  Exit  495, 1 .25  rrt.  N  on  MT  47 

4/1 -9/a) 

18 

53 

• 

i*i 

• 

• 

i  Swim  Pool,  hot  ni),  kamping  kabins,  fteypd  -  Pg.  78 

Sunset  Village.  665-2832,  Exit  495,  1-1/2  mi.  S.  of  1-90 

AIIYr.         10 

37 

•  •     ;  Playground,  nearby  pool.  Tennis  court  -  Pg.  77 

\mCMm          Jersey  UlfyCampgrowKl,  Hwy  12,^8-2278 

AIIYr. 

10 

12 

• 

Bar,  Cafe,  Park,  Playground,  Pg.  108 

UUREL             Pelican  RV  Park,  628-4324,  Fax  406-628-8442, 1-90  Exit  437 

All  Yr. 

40 

• 

• 

•      24  hr.  restaurant,  log  cabins,  propane  -  Pg.  1 12 

LAME  CKH?       Back  KeWe  RV  Paik,  477-6127. 477-8844,  Hwy.  212  bi  Lame  Deer 

5/1-10/31 

Ye$ 

fes 

j  1  Secure,.  Tows,  arts  &  crafts  neartjy  -  Pg.  48 

MILES  CITY        Miles  City  KOA,  232-3991, 1-94  Exit  135,  Go  2  4  mi,  L  at  4th  St,  L  at  Palmer 

4/1-10/31 

32 

58 

• 

• 

1  Heated  pool,  playgnd,  walk  to  town,  museum  -  Pg.  38 

ROIMX*         ideal  Motel  &RV  Park,  323-^1, 926  Mam  Street 

AHYr. 

1 

8 

• 

•  W^  to  restaurants,  groc.&  City  park  wflree  pod  -  w  ^ 

TERRY              Diamond  Campground,  635-5407, 1-94  Teny  Exit,  1  mi.  N 

4/15-10/15 

20 

Restaurant  next  door  ■  Pg.  35 

Teny  RV  Oasis,  8K-5520, 1-94  Exit  176, 1st  St  teft  10  Mo. 

4/1-11/30 

8 

12 

• 

• 

Shady,  green  aid  dean,  pult-throughs  ■  Pg.  35 

WIBAUX             Maus  RV  Camp,  102  E.  Nolan,  795-2344 

5/1-9/30 

2 

7 

Park,  playground,  walk  to  downtown,  &  swimming  pod  -  Pg.  17 

Beaver  Valey  Haven,  500  S.  mmn  St,  795-2280 

AIIYr. 

10 

28 

• 

• 

Wall  downtown,  swim,  pod,  restaurants,  park,  pla^amd 

ST.  XAVIER          Big  Horn  RV  Park.  666-2460, 1  mile  south  ot  Bighorn  access 

AIIYr. 

10 

16 

• 

Boat  rentals,  shuttles,  guides,  cafe  -  pg.  84 
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"When  Montana's  first  official 
explorers,  Lewis  and  Clark,  passed 
through  what  was  then  part  of  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  in  1805-1806,  they 
were  literally  struck  silent  by  the  num- 
bers and  diversity  of  wildlife.  Captain 
Clark  was  so  awed  that  at  one  point  in 
his  journal  he  vowed  to  write  no  fur- 
ther about  this  country's  amazing  ani- 
mal numbers  for  fear  no  one  would 
believe  him." 

This  quote  is  from  the  introduction 
to  "Montana  Wildlife  Viewing  Guide." 
The  guide  is  a  multi-agency  project, 
involving  the  public  land  management 
agencies  in  Montana. 

Maps  of  each  region  are  designed  to 
point  out  wildlife  viewing  locations. 
Each  area  is  described,  including  a 
description  of  the  wildlife  activity  of 
the  location.  Directions  to  the  site, 
ownership  of  the  site,  and  size  are 
given.  Symbols  tell  what  facilities  are 
available,  and  recreation  opportuni- 
ties. The  guide  includes  113  viewing 
sites  throughout  Montana. 

The  Custer  Country  tourism  region 
has  twelve  designated  wildlife  view- 
ing areas:  Lake  Mason  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  -  Roundup;  Two 
Moon  Park  -  Billings;  Norm 
Schoenthal  Island  -  Billings;  Pompeys 
Pillar  National  Landmark  -  Pompeys 
Pillar;  Howrey  Island  -  Hysham; 
Yellowtail  Dam  Afterbay  -  Fort  Smith; 
Black's  Pond  Drive  Route  -  Ashland; 
William  L.  Matthews  Recreation  & 
Habitat  Management  Area  -  Miles 
City;  Terry  Badlands  -  Terry; 
Makoshika  State  Park  -  Glendive; 
Medicine  Rocks  State  Park  -  Baker, 


Canada  goose  and  goslings. 

Ekalaka;  and  Long  Pines  -  Ekalaka. 
Wildlife  featured  includes  songbirds, 
upland  birds,  shorebirds,  waterfowl, 
birds  of  prey,  small  mammals,  hoofed 
mammals,  carnivores, 
reptiles  /  amphibians,  and  fish. 

At  the  Makoshika  State  Park  Visitor 
Center  near  Glendive,  interpretive 
panels  detail  the  life  history  of  the 
remarkable  paddlefish. 

Howrey  Island  on  the  Yellowstone 
River  near  Hysham,  is  closed  to  water- 
fowl hunting  and  is  a  good  place  to 
see  flocks  of  ducks  and  geese  in  the 
river  and  whitetail  deer  and  foxes  on 
the  shore. 

Knowing  that  people  combine 
wildlife  viewing  with  other  recreation, 
wildlife  watch  managers  have  made  a 
special  effort  to  develop  sites  that  are 
accessible  by  a  variety  of  means — from 
a  car,  on  foot,  from  a  boat,  on  a  bike, 
etc. 

At  the  sites,  guidelines  are  posted  to 
help  visitors  know  where  to  spot 
wildlife  and  the  best  times  for  view- 
ing. Wildlife  viewers  are  reminded  to 
stay  on  trails  and  watch  the  animals 
exhibit  their  normal  behavior  without 
interruption. 

The  book,  "Montana  Wildlife 
Viewing  Guide,"  is  available  for  $9.95. 
A  free  pamphlet,  "A  Guide  to  Ultimate 
Wildlife  Watching,"  is  included. 

A  new  map  published  by  Montana 
State  Parks  shows  each  area  designat- 
ed for  Watchable  Wildlife.  The  map 
points  out  that  Montana  has  the  sec- 
ond largest  population  of  antelope  — 
over  100,000.  Between  600  and  725 
bald  eagles  winter  here  and  about  200 


Donna  Delp  Photo 

pairs  nest  near  rivers  or  lakes.  The  pre- 
historic paddlefish  survives  only  in  the 
Mississippi  River  system  and  China's 
Yangtze.  Here,  the  giant  fish  with  a 
paddle-shaped  snout  dwells  in  the 
Missouri  and  Yellowstone  rivers. 

The  "Montana  Bird  Distribution 
Guide"  can  be  purchased  through  the 
Montana  Audubon  Society,  P.O.  Box 
595,  Helena,  MT  59624  for  $8  plus  $2 
shipping  and  handling. 

Montana  has  a  tax  checkoff 
"Nongame  Wildlife  Program."  Funds 
support  conservation  of  the  fish  and 
wildlife  species  that  are  neither  fished, 
hunted  nor  considered  endangered. 
That  includes  85  percent  of  all 
Montana  wildlife  species,  such  as 
songbirds,  hawks,  minnows,  turtles, 
frogs  and  chipmunks.  The  funds  also 
support  wildlife  viewing  and  educa- 
tion programs. 
State  Bird 

The  Montana  state 
bird  is  the  mountain 
meadowlark. 
Besides  being  a  fun 
bird  species  to  spot, 
the  meadowlark  has 
an  unmistakable 
song. 

When  watching 
for  the  meadowlark, 
look  across  the 
prairies,  cultivated  meadows,  valleys 
and  grassy  plains  all  across  the  state. 
You  will  note  the  unmistakable  yellow 
breast,  set  off  by  a  black  swath  —  like 
a  bandanna  —  draped  around  the 
bird's  neck. 


Jack  Delp  Photo 
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Wild  Horses  of 
the  Pryor  Mount 


The  Pryor 

Mountain  Wild 

Horse  Range 

straddles  the 

Montana- 
Wyoming  border  about  13  miles 
north  of  Lovell,  Wyoming,  adjacent 
to  the  Bighorn  Canyon  National  Recreation  Area. 
Created  in  1968  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  it 
is  the  first  of  three  wild  horse  ranges  in  the  nation. 

A  herd  totaling  about  one  hundred  horses  may  be  spot- 
ted in  various  locations  of  the  Pryor  Mountains  set  aside  as 
wild  horse  range.  The  range  is  managed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management. 

The  wild  horses  of  the  Pryor  Mountain  Wild  Horse 
Range  are  tinique.  Some  experts  state  that  the  wild  horses 
have  been  in  the  Pryor  Mountains  for  more  than  100  years. 
The  wild  horses  roam  over  their  range  in  bands  from  two 
or  three  up  to  fifteen  head.  Usually  these  bands  are  a  stal- 
lion with  his  mares  and  colts,  but  there  are  also  bands  of 
young  stallions  without  mares.  As  the  snow  clears  from  the 


Billings 


CROW 

INDIAN 

RESERVATION 


Oryhead  '- 

Overiook 

CaS,pgn,und     Big  Ice  ^X*  """' T 

Peon's  1    [     BIQ 
CUSTER       CablnrW  HO«N 
FOREST  1       CASVON 


To 
Lovell,  WY 


Pryor  Mountain  Wild  Horse  Range 


,  f,U  ,  ■       ■     .U  °°™aDeJp  Photo 

top  of  the  mountains  m  the 

spring,  nearly  all  of  the  wild  horses  are  drawn  to  the  grass 
of  the  high  meadows.  When  winter  snows  force  them  down 
from  the  mountain  tops,  the  bands  of  horses  will  join  those 
that  stayed  in  the  foothills  and  lowlands.  Mares  usually 
drop  their  foals  during  May.  Soon  afterward,  the  stallions 
challenge  each  other  as  they  gather  mares  for  their  bands. 
This  period  is  a  time  of  wonderful  photographic  opportuni- 
ties. 
How  to  get  to  the  Wild  Horse  Range 

When  you  are  traveling  in  Montana,  the  easiest  access  to 
the  range  is  from  Billings  as  a  starting  point.  The  journey  is 
a  total  of  77  miles  south  of  Billings  on  a  variety  of  roadbeds, 
some  of  which  are  impassable  when  wet.  Follow  the  map 
shown  on  this  page.  Two-wheel  drive,  low-profile  vehicles 
are  not  recommended.  Four-wheel  drive  vehicles  are  best. 
From  Dryhead  Overlook,  particularly,  the  road  is  just  a 
trail,  and  high  clearance  vehicles  are  needed.  The  horses 
can  normally  be  seen  in  the  four-mile  stretch  between 
Dryhead  Overlook  and  Perm's  Cabin. 

Visitors  traveling  by  passenger  car  to  Montana  through 
Lovell,  Wyoming,  may  reach  the  Pryor  Mountain  Wild 
Horse  Range  by  taking  U.S.  14A  for  2.4  miles  east  of  Lovell. 
Here,  turn  north  onto  State  Highway  37  and  drive  25  miles 
on  pavement  to  Barry's  Landing.  Along  the  way  watch  for 
wild  horses  and  bighorn  sheep.  The  view  from  the  Devil's 
Canyon  Overlook  is  spectacular. 

For  the  more  adventurous  and  those  with  4-wheeI  drive 
vehicles,  turn  off  State  Highway  37  at  the  Crooked  Creek 
Road.  The  turnoff  is  less  than  1  mile  south  of  the  Bighorn 
Recreation  Area  boundary.  Turn  from  the  state  highway 
and  go  1.7  miles  west.  Turn  right  on  the  short,  cottonwood- 
lined  gravel  road  that  goes  north  across  Crooked  Creek.  At 
this  junction  a  sign  points  left  to  Tillet  /  Burnt  Timber  Ridge 
and  right  to  Sykes  Ridge.  Take  the  road  to  Sykes  Ridge  2.5 
miles  and  turn  left  (north)  just  before  the  road  goes  into  the 
fish  hatchery.  The  Wild  Horse  Range  boundary  sign  is 
approximately  100  yards  north.  A  second  sign  reads 
"Mystery  Cave  Road."  Keep  watching  to  spot  the  wild 
horses. 

For  more  information  call  Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park 
(406)252-1289. 
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Turkey  hunters.  Mike  Murphy  i^iioto 


Over  four  million  acres  of  land  in 
southeastern  Montana  are  open  to 
hunting.  Here's  how. 

For  hunters  looking  for  a  place  to 
hunt  on  private  lands  in  eastern 
Montana,  the  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks' 
enhanced  Block  Management  Program 
assists  in  providing  hunters  access  to 
private  land. 

These  enrollment  agreements  pro- 
vide opportunities  that  range  from 
large  walk-in  areas  for  deer,  elk,  and 
antelope  hunting,  to  smaller,  com- 
bined ranch  acreages  for  hunters  seek- 
ing upland  gamebirds  and  waterfowl. 

Nearly  three  million  acres  of  private 
land  are  contracted  with  landowners 
through  the  Block  Management 
Program  in  Region  7  (Miles  City  area) 
alone  for  hunting.  An  additional  mil- 
lion acres  of  adjacent  public  lands  are 
also  accessible  as  a  result. 

Region  5  (Billings  area)  has  750,000 
private  acres  and  200,000  public  acres 
open  to  hunting  through  the  program. 

Nearly  eight  million  acres  is  open  to 
access  statewide  through  916 
landowners.  Landowner  compensation 


adds  up  to  $2  million  annually. 

There  is  no  charge  to  hunters  to  use 
any  of  the  block  management  units. 
The  program  has  existed  since  the 
early  1980s.  In  1997  additional  fund- 
ing, made  available  through  the  sale  of 
special  nonresident  hunring  licenses 
sold  to  hunters  who  use  the  services  of 
outfitters,  allowed  the  program  to 
more  than  double  in  size. 

Maps:  FWP  prints  a  Block 
Management  index  and  maps  publica- 
tion. The  index  of  locations,  contact 
persons,  hunting  opportunities,  and 
other  information  is  available  by 
August  15. 

In  Region  7  contact  —  Block 
Management  Program,  Montana  FWP, 
Box  1630,  Miles  City,  MT  59301  (406) 
232-0900. 

For  Region  5  —  Block  Management 
Program,  Montana  FWP,  2300  Lake 
Elmo  Drive,  Billings,  MT  59105  (406) 
247-2940. 

Statewide  write  —  FWP,  1420  E.  6th 
Ave.,  P.O.  Box  200701,  Helena,  MT 
59620-0701  (406)  444-5616. 

Phone  calls  are  welcomed  to  offer 


the  most  current  information. 

Hunters  should  make  early  contact 
with  landowners. 

BLM  Lands:  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  lands  are  also  open  to 
hunting.  To  acquire  maps  of  these 
lands,  contact  the  BLM  offices  at  P.O. 
Box  36800,  Billings,  MT  59107,  (406) 
896-5004  or  896-5000;  or  111 
Garryowen  Rd,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 
(406)  232-4333. 

Outfitters:  Though  trophy  animals 
may  be  bagged  without  a  guide  and 
outfitter,  many  hunters  enjoy  success, 
thanks  to  the  expertise  of  the  people 
who  make  spotting  game,  especially 
exceptional  game,  their  business.  State 
publications  list  the  licensed  guides 
and  outfitters  throughout  Montana. 
Write  to:  Travel  Montana,  P.O.  Box 
7549,  Missoula,  MT  59807-7549,  or  call 
toll  free  1-800-847-4868. 

Applications  and  Regulations: 
Hunters  are  also  encouraged  to  write 
the  Billings  and  Miles  City  FWP  offices 
for  a  complete  booklet  of  current  hunt- 
ing regulations  and  applications  for 
out-of-state  licenses.  These  are  also 
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available  at  any  authorized  license 
outlet,  including  many  sporting  goods 
stores  and  convenience  stores. 
Drawing  results  are  posted  on  the 
internet:  v^rww.fwp. state. mt.us. 

The  1999  Montana  Legislature  made 
several  changes  in  the  state's  hunting 
regulations.  Hunters  and  anglers, 
including  youths,  must  furnish  their 
Social  Security  number  to  acquire  the 
Conservation  License  which  is  a  pre- 
requisite to  purchase  any  hunting  or 
fishing  licenses.  State  Parks 
Passports  and  other  recreational  per- 
mits, such  as  the  Smith  River  per- 
mit, are  not  included  under  the  new 
state  law. 

24-Hour  FWP  Information  Line: 
The  Region  5  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks  headquarters  now  offers 
information  on  a  24-hour  phone 
line.  For  current  facts  on  seasons, 
quotas  and  other  seasonal  items 
call  (406)  247-2970.  Or  check  their 
web  site  www.fwp.state.mt.us. 

Limitations  and  Permission: 
Certain  hunting  and  fishing 
waters  on  National  Parks,  Indian 
Reservations  and  National 
Wildlife  Refuges  may  have  spe- 
cial rules.  Get  specific  informa- 
tion from  the  headquarters  of 
the  parks,  reservation  or  refuge 
involved. 

Montanans  insist  on  offering 
hospitality.  In  fact,  where  hunt- 
ing is  concerned,  IT'S  THE 
LAW.  Whether  the  quarry  is 
upland  game  birds,  coyotes, 
gophers,  or  any  other  wildlife, 
Montana  law  requires  that  hunters 
must  have  permission  of  the  landown- 
er, lessee  or  their  agent  before  ALL 
hunting  on  private  property,  regard- 
less of  whether  the  land  is  posted  or 
not. 

Landowners  can  grant  permission 
orally,  by  telephone,  in  writing,  or  by 
posting  signs  that  explain  hunting  is 
allowed  and  under  what  conditions. 
To  assist  hunters,  FWP  has  developed 
a  Directory  of  Montana  Maps  which 
describes  which  maps  are  currently 
available  and  how  to  obtain  them. 
Every  county  in  the  state  has  some 
sort  of  land  ownership  map  available. 
While  some  of  these  are  outdated  or 
available  only  by  viewing  at  the  coun- 
ty courthouse,  others  are  current,  well- 
formatted,  and  inexpensive. 

FWP  has  also  developed 
hunter /landowner  access  courtesy 
cards,  six  per  pocket-size  booklet. 


Hunters  can  '""''°"  ^^^'«P-  ^^^e  Muxph,  p, 

complete  portions  of  the  cards  prior  to 
approaching  a  landowner  to  seek  per- 
mission, with  the  landowner  complet- 
ing the  card  and  retaining  a  portion 
for  his  records.  Hunters  retain  the 
remainder  of  the  card  as  proof  of  per- 
mission, as  well  as  for  future  use  for 
things  like  sending  thank-you  cards 
and  completing  hunting  logs.  Pick  up 
cards  at  any  FWP  regional  office  or 
write  to  the  Helena  FWP  office  listed 
in  this  section  or  call  (406)  444-2535. 
Record  Game  Animals 

Boone  and  Crockett,  the  record  book 
for  big  game  trophies  taken  with  a 
rifle,  and  Pope  &  Young,  the  record 
book  for  bow  hunting,  are  both  dotted 
with  numerous  entries  tagged  by 
Montana  hunters. 

Though  bears  and  mountain  lions 
are  measured  by  weight,  most  animals 
are  measured  by  their  antlers  or  horns. 

The  bony  structures  appearing  on 


Photo 

heads  of  male  deer,  elk  and  moose  are 
more  correctly  called  antlers,  while 
sheep  and  goats  of  both  sexes  have 
horns.  Antlers  are  shed  and  regrown 
each  year.  Horns  are  kept  through  the 
life  of  the  animal  and  grow  continually 
from  the  base.  Antelope  have  a  horn  of 
epidermal  origin  that  is  cast  and 
replaced  each  year.  Though  buck  ante- 
lope have  large  horns,  does  develop 
small  horns,  too. 

Antlers  are  an  amazing  structure, 
considering  the  physiological  pro- 
gramming that  is  accomplished  in  an 
annual  rhythm.  Antlers  originate  from 
the  pedicles  (bony  prominences)  on 
top  of  the  skull  and  begin  with  a  slight 
swelling,  which  progressively  grows 
into  knobs,  to  a  bulbous  growth  and 
finally  into  a  specific  antler. 

Throughout  their  growth  the  antlers 
are  composed  of  a  soft  spongy  mass 
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encased  in  a  covering  of  soft  hairy  skin  which  has  a  com- 
plete system  of  blood  vessels. 

When  fully  grown  the  antlers  begin  to  harden,  and  the 
velvet  which  conveys  blood  and  nourishment  is  pinched  off 
at  the  base  and  dries  up.  The  skin  is  no  longer  of  any  use 
and  begins  to  peel.  The  animal  soon  rubs  the  dried  velvet 
off  against  tree  branches  and  trunks. 

A  deer  with  two  tines  on  each  side  is  a  two-point  or  fork- 
horn.  A  deer  with  four  tines  is  a  four-point.  Four  on  one 
side  and  five  on  the  other  is  a  four-by-five.  Elk  are  similarly 
referenced.  A  six-by-six  elk  is  a  "royal,"  a  seven-by-seven 
an  "imperial,"  and  an  eight-by-eight  a  "monarch." 

A  complete  book,  "Montana's  Big  Game  Trophies,"  for  all 
species  is  available  from  the  Montana  Dept.  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks,  1420  East  Sixth  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59620. 
The  book  (plus  shipping  and  handling)  is  under  $15.  The 
book  also  details  the  methods  of 
scoring  and  trophy  body 
weights. 
Game  Check  Stations 

Montana  law  says  all 
hunters  must  stop  at  game 
check  stations.  Hunters  going 
to  the  field  or  hunters  coming 
home,  hunters  who  harvested 
an  animal,  and  those  who  didn't 
must  all  stop  at  check  stations. 
There  are  three  kinds  of  check 
stations. 

One  is  a  biological  check  sta- 
tion. Biologists  look  at  deer,  elk, 
and  antelope  teeth  to  tell  the  age. 
They  check  the  fat  to  note  the  ani- 
mal's health.  They  clip  off  bird 
wings  to  determine  the  number  of 
adults  compared  to  juveniles  and 
males  to  females.  They  gather  the 
parts  and  pieces  that,  when  looked 
at  in  a  study,  give  a  rough  picture 
of  how  the  animals  they  are  check- 
ing are  faring  in  that  part  of 
Montana. 

The  second  type  of  check  station 
is  a  law  enforcement  stop.  It  is 

staffed  by  game  wardens  who  enforce  state  game  regula- 
tions. The  game  tags  must  have  the  proper  month  and  date 
snipped  out.  Evidence  of  the  animal's  sex  must  somehow 
still  be  attached  to  the  carcass.  (This  sometimes  causes  the 
hunter  to  become  a  creative  animal  skinner  bound  to  follow 
the  letter  of  the  "show  sex"  law.) 

Third  are  combination  check  stations,  staffed  by  biolo- 
gists and  game  wardens.  The  wardens  and  biologists 
process  people  through  as  quickly  as  possible  to  get  them 
on  the  road  again. 
Residency  Requirements 

Are  you  wondering  whether  you  qualify  as  a  Montana 
resident  or  nonresident  sports  license  buyer? 

Montana's  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  offi- 
cials report  that  state  law  requires  anyone  purchasing  resi- 
dent licenses  to  have  been  a  resident  of  the  state  for  a  peri- 
od of  six  months  immediately  prior  to  the  date  those  licens- 
es are  purchased. 

According  to  a  department  spokesperson,  residency  is 


determined  by  a  union  of  act  and  intent  in  addition  to  the 
required  six  months  of  physical  residence  and  presence  as  a 
resident  of  Montana.  Urvion  of  act  and  intent  is  demonstrat- 
ed by  several  factors  —  paying  Montana  income  taxes,  pos- 
sessing a  Montana  driver's  license,  having  Montana  license 
plates,  maintaining  a  home  and  voting  in  Montana. 

Anyone  with  questions  concerning  individual  circum- 
stances should  contact  the  local  game  warden  of  any  FWP 
office  for  assistance. 
Waterfowl  and  Upland  Game  Birds 

Many  species  of  waterfowl  and  upland  game  birds  may 
be  hunted  in  Montana.  Several  licenses  are  required.  The 
general  conservation  license  is  a  prerequisite  for  all  licenses. 
It  costs  $4  for  residents  and  $5  for  nonresidents.  The  upland 
game  bird  license  is  $6  for  residents  and  $55  for  nonresi- 
dents. The  turkey  license  is  a 
separate  license  at  an  addition- 
al $13  for  nonresidents  and  $5 
for  residents.  Wild  turkeys  are 
abundant  in  many  areas  of 
Custer  Country.  To  hunt 
waterfowl,  both  a  Federal 
Waterfowl  Stamp  and  a 
Montana  Migratory  Game 
Bird  Stamp  are  required.  The 
Montana  stamp  costs  $5  for 
residents  and  nonresidents. 
The  Federal  Stamp  is  $15. 
All  waterfowl  and  upland 
game  bird  licenses  may  be 
purchased  over-the-counter. 

For  a  complete  guide  of 
seasons  and  regulations, 
write  to  the  Dept.  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  offices 
in  Custer  Country  listed 
on  page  3. 

Each  year  since  1986,  pro- 
ceeds from  sales  of  the 
Migratory  Bird  stamps 
and  related  artwork  have 
been  used  to  fund  water- 
fowl habitat  improvement 
projects  and  to  develop  and  enhance  wetlands 
and  adjacent  uplands  for  the  long-term  benefit  of  waterfowl 
and  other  wildlife  on  cooperative  private,  federal  and  state- 
owned  lands  in  Montana. 

The  stamp  is  available  to  anyone  for  $5.  Write  to  Duck 
Stamps,  FWP,  P.O.  Box  200701,  Helena,  MT  59620-0701. 
Disability  Access 

For  a  number  of  recreation  enthusiasts,  disabilities  can 
make  parhcipating  in  the  state's  recreational  abundance  dif- 
ficult or  impossible. 

FWP  has  embarked  on  a  major  new  program  that 
addresses  the  needs  and  rights  of  recreationists  with  dis- 
abilities. 
The  program  is  called  "Crossing  the  Barriers." 
At  all  FWP  regional  offices,  the  department's  headquar- 
ters in  Helena,  and  over  40  FWP-administered  sites  around 
the  state,  parking  areas,  restrooms  and  trails  have  under- 
gone accessibility  improvements  over  the  past  five  years. 
Through  the  help  of  a  state  study  group,  the  improvements 
will  continue. 
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License  Fees  &  Seasons 

Listed  here  are  the  license  fees  for  hunting  in  Montana  in 
2000. 

License  or  Permit  Name Cost 

Resident: 

Conservation $4 

Antelope $14 

Bighorn  Sheep $78 

Bird $6 

Black  Bear $15 

Bow  and  Arrow $8 

Elk $16 

Deer  A $13 

Deer  B  (only  whitetail  anterless) $11 

Fishing $13 

Migratory  Game  Bird  Stamp $5 

Moose $78 

Mountain  Goat $78 

Mountain  Lion $15 

Mountain  Lion  Trophy $50 

Paddlefish $2.50 

Sportsman $64 

Sportsman  without  Black  Bear $54 

Turkey $5 

Upland  Game  Bird $6 

Waterfowl  $5  MT  Stamp  plus  Federal  Stamp  $15 $20 

Nonresident: 

Conservation $5 

Antelope $153 

Bighorn  Sheep $478 

Bird $55 

Black  Bear $120 

Bow  and  Arrow $8 

Deer  Combo $248 

Deer  Combo,  Outfitter $745 

Deer  Combo,  Landowner $253 

DeerB $53 

Big  Game  Combo,  General  $478 

Big  Game  Combo,  Outfitter $835 

Elk  Combo  General  (no  deer  tag) $428 

Elk  Combo  Outfitter  (no  deer  tag) $735 

Fish,  2  day $10 

Fish,  season $45 

Migratory  Game  Bird  Stamp $5 

Moose $478 

Mountain  Goat $478 

Mountain  Lion $320 

Paddlefish $7.50 

Sheep $478 

Turkey $13 

Upland  Game  Bird $55 

Waterfowl  $5  MT  Stamp  plus  Federal  Stamp  $15 $20 

Youth  and  Bowhunter  Education  Required 

All  licenses  are  non-refundable  and  non-transferable.  All 
hunters  ages  12-17  years  who  want  to  hunt  in  Montana 
must  show  proof  of  completing  a  hunter  education  pro- 
gram before  purchasing  any  hunting  license.  All 
bowhunters  ages  12-17  years  must  show  proof  of  complet- 
ing a  course  from  the  National  Bowhunter  Education 
Program,  in  addition  to  their  Hunter  Education  card. 
Adults  (18  or  older)  must  show  proof  of  an  NBEP 
Bowhunter  Education  Certificate  or  present  any  prior  year's 
bowhunting/ archery  stamp,  tag,  permit  or  license  from  any 


state  or  province  to  purchase  a  Montana  bow  and  arrow 

license. 

2000  Big  Game  Seasons 

Backcountry  deer/elk Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

General  Deer/elk  (gun) Oct.  22-Nov.  26 

Antelope  (gun) Oct.  8-Nov.  5 

Moose Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

Mountain  Goat Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

Bighorn  Sheep Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

Deer/elk  archery Sept.  2-Oct.  15 

Antelope  archery Sept.  2-Oct.  7 

Black  bear  (Spring) April  15-May  15  or  31 

Black  bear  (Fall) Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

Mtn.  Lion  (No  Hounds) Oct.  22-Nov.  26 

Mtn.  Lion  (Hounds) Dec.  1-Apr.  14,  2001 

Upland  Game  Bird  &  Falconry  Seasons,  2000  (Tentative) 

Sage  Grouse Sept.  1-Nov.  1 

Sharp-tailed  Grouse Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Mountain  Grouse Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Mourning  Doves Sept.  1-Oct.  30 

Common  (Wilson's)  Snipe Sept.  1-Dec.  16 

Sandhill  Crane  (Pacific  Flyway) Sept.  9-10,  16-17 

Sandhill  Crane  (Central  Flyway) Sept.  30-Nov.  26 

Partridge Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Ring-Necked  Pheasant Oct.  14-Dec.  15 

Merriam's  Wild  Turkey Fall. ..Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Spring... April  8-May  7,  2000 
(Some  areas  by  permit  only.  Check  regulations) 
Falconry  Season: 

Falconry  Upland  Game  Birds  (except  turkey) TBA* 

Falconry  Mourning  Doves TBA* 

*TBA — These  season  dates  are  determined  by  federal  season 
dates  which  are  not  available  at  press  time.  Please  contact  the 
FWP  offices  listed  on  page  3. 
Blue  Means  "State  Lands" 

On  most  ownership  and  access  maps  produced  by 
Montana  agencies,  state  lands — usually  sections  16  and  36 
—  are  the  squares  colored  blue.  Use  or  access  of  any  of 
these  lands  requires  a  Recreational  Use  License.  This  license 
may  be  purchased  at  any  FWP  office  or  at  any  license 
agent.  The  cost  is  $10  for  ages  18-59,  $5  for  ages  12-17  and 
over  60,  no  charge  age  12  and  under,  and  $20  for  a  family 
(up  to  six  people)  permit.  Individual  licenses  are  available 
from  any  FWP  license  agent.  For  family  licenses  write  to  the 
regional  offices  listed  on  page  3.  Phone  (406)  444-2074. 
Poacher  Hotline 

Regulations  violators  are  as  unpopular  in  Montana  as 
locusts  on  ripe  wheat. 

TIP-MONT  is  the  FWP  toll-free  "Turn  in  Poachers, 
Montana"  hotline.  The  program  is  sportsman-financed.  The 
money  to  fund  it  comes  out  of  the  general  license  revenue. 
The  calls  that  come  in  are  primarily  from  sportsmen  and 
women  themselves. 

Calls  have  led  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  deer,  bear, 
elk,  moose  and  upland  game  bird,  and  state  parks  regula- 
tions violators.  Callers  may  remain  anonymous  and  do  not 
have  to  testify  in  court. 

TIP-MONT  calls  have  resulted  in  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion and  fining  of  many  violators,  and  rewards,  accounting 
for  over  half  of  the  program's  operattng  budget,  have  been 
substantial,  nearly  $80,000  since  the  program  began  in  1985. 
The  24-hour  toll-free  hotline  number  is  1-800-TlP-MONT 
(1-800-847-6668). 
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Maybe  you  are  a  fly  fisherman 
who  knows  every  cadis  and 
streamer.  Or  perhaps  you  prefer 
lures,  or  maybe  live  bait.  And 
then  again,  maybe  you  have 
never  fished  before  in  your  life. 

No  matter  what  your  category, 
plan  on  fishing  in  Montana's 
Custer  Country  Region.  Bring 
your  own  rod  and  tackle  box,  or 
let  one  of  the  abundant  sporting 
goods  shops  outfit  you. 

Any  fisherman  has  heard  the 
fame  of  the  Yellowstone  and 
Bighorn  Rivers.  And  the 
Tongue  River  Reservoir  spawns 
walleye  beauties.  There  are 
numerous  other  rivers,  streams, 
reservoirs  and  ponds  through- 
out the  area  abundant  with  fish. 

Variety:  Variety  is  the  name  of  the 
fishing  game  here.  Nowhere  else  can 
you  catch  cutthroat  (Montana's 
native),  rainbow,  brown,  and  brook 
trout;  kokanee  and  coho  salmon;  wall- 
eye; sauger;  whitefish;  bass;  catfish; 
ling;  sturgeon;  and  the  prehistoric  pad 
dlefish  all  in  one  region. 
Licenses  and  Regulations: 

The  license  year  runs  from  March  1 
to  February  28. 

The  season  is  May  16-Nov.  30  on 
fishing  rivers  and  streams.  Lakes  and 
large  rivers  are  open  year  round.  For 
complete  information  on  regulations, 
limits,  seasons,  baits,  etc.,  write  to  the 
Montana  FWP  offices  listed  on  page  3 


Bighorn  River 


of  this  guide. 

Resident  fishing  licenses  are  $13.00 
plus  a  $4  conservation  license. 
Residents  12-14  and  over  62  need  only 
a  conservation  license  to  fish. 
Residents  age  15-17  pay  $6.50  for  the 
fishing  license.  All  nonresidents,  15 
years  and  older  will  need  a  Montana 
fishing  license.  A  nonresident  of  any 
age  may  purchase  a  nonresident  fish- 
ing license  and  be  entitled  to  take  a 
legal  limit  of  fish.  A  nonresident  tem- 
porary fishing  license,  valid  for  two 
consecutive  days,  costs  $10.  A  season 
license  is  $45.  Nonresidents  will  need 
a  $5  conservation  license  besides  the 
fishing  license. 

New  in  2000  is  the  requirement  for 
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anglers  to  possess  a  $5  warm  water 
fish  stamp  to  possess  warm  water 
game  fish  caught  on  designated 
waters.  Funds  from  the  stamp  are  ear- 
marked to  fund  a  new  multi-species 
fish  hatchery  near  Fort  Peck  Dam. 
Resident  and  nonresident  anglers 
(except  youth  under  15,  seniors  and 
disabled  anglers)  will  need  the  new 
stamp.  Waters  requiring  the  stamp  are 
listed  in  the  2000-01  FWP  Fishing 
Regulations  booklet  on  pages  34  and 
61.  Also,  anglers,  including  youth, 
must  now  furnish  their  Social  Security 
numbers  to  buy  a  license. 

If  you  go  paddlefish  fishing,  in  addi- 
tion to  your  fishing  licenses,  you  will 
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need  to  purchase  a  paddlefish  tag. 
These  are  $2.50  for  residents  and  $7.50 
for  nonresidents,  maximum  of  two  per 
person.  Anglers  are  limited  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  one  paddlefish  on  the 
Yellowstone  River,  two  on  the 
Missouri  River. 
Montana's  "Crown  Jewel" 

The  Bighorn  River,  flowing  for  near- 
ly 50  miles  between  Fort  Smith  and 
Hardin,  is  the  crown  jewel  in  the  trea- 
sure of  Montana  trout  waters,  and  it 
might  just  be  the  finest  fly  fishing 
stream  in  America! 

Since  the  completion  of  the 
Yellowtail  Dam  in  1965,  the  Bighorn 
has  become  a  blue-ribbon  fishing 
stream  that  attracts  the  experienced 
angler  looking  for  that  extra  chal- 
lenge, but  is  also  a  river  for  the  fami- 
ly fishermen. 

Water  conditions  below  the 
Afterbay  Dam  are  ideal  for  trout. 
Brown  trout  are  the  most  abundant 
with  rainbow  trout  also  present. 
Usually,  the  river  is  open  and  fish- 
able  year-round  above  Bighorn 
Access  to  Fort  Smith. 

Anglers  normally  put  in  at  the 
Fort  Smith  Bridge.  Half  day  trips 
commonly  get  out  at  the  Three  Mile 
Access.  For  a  full  day  of  float  fish- 
ing, the  twelve  miles  to  the  Bighorn 
Access  offer  lots  of  great  fishing 
holes  and  a  variety  of  stream  flows, 
enough  to  satisfy  the  abilities  of 
any  angler. 

Fishermen  and  -women,  hunters 
and  recreational  floaters  can  launch 
their  drift  boats  into  the  Bighorn  from 
several  access  sites  from  Fort  Smith  to 
Hardin.  A  portion  of  the  Bighorn,  near 
Hardin,  is  also  open  to  jet  boats. 

For  novices,  or  experts,  experienced 
resident  guides  can  maximize  a  fly 
fishing  experience  with  lessons,  river 
savvy,  boats  and  equipment. 

Camping  is  permitted  at  many 
points  along  the  river,  including 
Afterbay,  Bighorn,  Mallards  Landing, 
and  Two  Leggins  fishing  accesses. 

Information  on  limits,  regulations, 
and  fishing  conditions  is  available  at 
the  guide  services  and  boat  rentals  in 
Hardin,  St.  Xavier,  and  Fort  Smith. 

Some  for  the  record  books 

One  fish  has  already  been  recorded 
in  Montana's  "Number  One  Fish 
Records"  for  2000.  Danny  Spence 
offered  a  live  minnow  to  the  16.63  lb. 
walleye  at  Fort  Peck  Reservoir  and 
boated  the  monster  and  the  biggest 
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fish  title.  Steve  McMorris's  16.38  lb. 
Cooney  Dam  catch  had  held  the  wall- 
eye record  since  1996.  James  Hyer 
owns  the  longest  standing  record  in 
Montana's  files  for  a  25.63  lb.  Dolly 
Varden  caught  in  1916. 

Five  record-beaters  were  caught  on 
Montana's  waters  in  1999:  Bruce 
Elliott,  6.03  lb.  Kokanee  salmon, 
Hauser  Reservoir;  Adam  Nelson,  8.29 
lb.  largemouth  bass.  Many  Lakes; 
Angela  Price,  .74  lb.  peamouth,  Noxon 
Rapids  Reservoir;  Frank  Gamma,  .18 
lb.  Pygmy  whitefish,  Ashley  Lake;  and 
Richard  Babbitt,  6.34  lb.  smallmouth 
bass,  Flathead  River. 
Custer  Country's  Record  Fish 

Following  are  the  record  fish  caught 
in  the  Custer  Country  tourism  region 
of  the  state:  black  crappie,  3  lb.  2  oz., 
by  Al  Elser,  1973,  Tongue  River 
Reservoir;  blue  sucker,  11.46  lb.,  Doug 
Askin,  1989,  Yellowstone  River  near 
Miles  City;  channel  catfish,  27.17  lb.. 


Ed  Ellertson,  1998,  Castle  Rock  Lake; 
green  sunfish  0.56  lb.,  Roger  Fliger, 
1991,  Castle  Rock  Reservoir;  northern 
pike,  37  lb.  8  oz..  Lance  Moyer,  1972, 
Tongue  River  Reservoir;  paddlefish, 
142  lb.  8  oz,  Larry  Branstetter,  1973, 
Missouri  River;  river  carpsucker  3.50 
lb.,  James  Jessen,  1991,  Yellowstone 
River  near  Terry;  rock  bass,  .57  lb., 
Don  Holzheimer,  1989,  Tongue  River 
Reservoir;  shovelnose  sturgeon,  13.72 
lb.,  Sidney  L.  Storm,  1986,  Missouri 
River;  pallid  sturgeon,  60  lb..  Gene 
Sattler,  1979,  Yellowstone  River;  white 
crappie,  3.68  lb..  Gene  Bassett,  1996, 
Tongue  River;  yellow  bullhead,  .93  lb., 
Carl  Radonski,  1998,  Tongue  River 
Reservoir. 

For  a  copy  of  Montana's  record  fish 
of  all  species,  write  to  the  Montana 
Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  1420 
East  Sixth  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59620. 
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One  of  the  most  important  require- 
ments for  any  watercraft  is  a  life  jacket 
or  personal  flotation  device  (PFD).  A 
life  jacket  must  be  carried  for  each  per- 
son on  board  plus  at  least  one  throw- 
able  device  on  a  boat  16  feet  or  longer. 
Children  under  the  age  of  12  are 
required  to  wear  (securely  fastened  to 
the  body)  a  life  jacket  at  all  times  while 
a  craft  less  than  26  feet  in  length  is  in 
motion.  For  the  protection  of  boaters, 
Montana  requires  safety  equipment: 
fire  extinguisher,  flame  arrester,  venti- 
lation system,  sound  producing 
device,  personal  flotation  device,  and 
lights  at  night. 

Boats  on  Montana  waters  must  be 
registered.  Properly  registered  boats 
from  other  states,  which  will  not  be  in 
Montana  for  more  than  90  consecutive 
days,  are  exempt  from  registrahon  and 
taxation.  Motor  boats  from  other  coun- 
tries may  be  used  on  Montana  waters 
temporarily  without  Montana  registra- 
tion. A  boat  is  registered  at  the 
Treasurer's  Office  in  the  county  of 
principal  use  after  90  days.  The  fee  in 
lieu  of  tax  varies  with  the  length  and 
type  of  vessel.  An  additional  $2.50  reg- 
istrahon fee  is  charged.  All  motor- 
boats,  sailboats  12  feet  or  longer  and 
other  personal  watercraft  need  a  Hull 


Identification  Number  (HIN),  which 
must  be  engraved  on  the  hull  of  the 
craft.  Boats  built  prior  to  1972  will  not 
have  an  HIN  number  and  can  have 
one  issued  by  the  Dept.  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks. 

A  no  wake  speed  law  prohibiting 
creation  of  a  wake  near  swimmers  and 
anchored  boats  requires  courtesy  in 
order  to  promote  a  good  time  for  all 
water  sport  enthusiasts. 

Young  people,  13  and  14  years  old, 
must  possess  a  Montana  motorboat 
operator's  certificate  when  an  adult  is 
not  on  board,  to  operate  a  motorboat 
or  other  watercraft  with  a  motor  of 
greater  than  10  horsepower.  A  home- 
study  course  for  the  certificate  is  avail- 
able from  FWP,  1420  E.  6th  Ave., 
Helena,  MT  59620,  or  call  (406)  444- 
2615.  The  test,  work  booklet  and  regis- 
tration card  must  be  returned  to  the 
Helena  office  for  grading.  Certificates 
will  be  mailed  to  those  successfully 
completing  the  course. 
Access  Abounds 

Fishing  access  sites,  managed  by  the 
Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  are  noted  on  the  map  on  page  4 
of  this  publication.  Facilities  at  each 
vary  somewhat.  However,  some  are 
furnished  with  restrooms  and  most 


have  camping  and  picnicking  facilities. 

Boat  ramps  are  available  at  many 
locarions.  A  fishing  pond  booklet  for 
southeastern  Montana,  which  is 
designed  to  help  anglers  find  good 
farm  and  ranch  ponds,  is  available  at 
the  two  FWP  offices  in  Custer  Country 
listed  on  page  3. 
Please  Ask  First 

Montana  works  hard  to  maintain  a 
good  sportsman /landowner  relation- 
ship. What  makes  things  run  smoothly 
can  be  summed  up  in  two  words  — 
"ask  permission."  The  Montana 
Stream  Access  Law  states  that  rivers 
and  streams  capable  of  recreational 
use  may  be  so  used  by  the  public  up  to 
the  ordinary  high  water  marks.  To 
pursue  water-based  recreational  activi- 
ties within  the  high  water  marks  of 
rivers  and  streams  (except  rifle  hunt- 
ing), when  desiring  to  enter  posted 
lands  bordering  those  streams  or  to 
cross  private  lands  to  gain  access  to 
streams,  ask  permission. 

Also,  sections  16  and  36  within  each 
township  of  the  state  are  designated  as 
"State  Land."  A  Recreational  Use 
License  is  required  to  cross  or  use  any 
state  lands. 

Evening  on  the  Tongue  River  Reservoir 
John  Brewer  Photo 
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HOUSE  SPECJIAIS: 


Ki 


Beef  entbe^S: 

i 


Northern  International 
Livestock  Exposition 
October  14-21,2000 


Bull  Riders  Invitational. 
....April  7-8,  2000 

Chase  Hawks 
^Memorial  Rodeo 
December  16,  2000 


.Js. 


Northern  Rodeo 
Association...Finals 
February  2-4,  2001 


*  w^ 


SeptemiygEa 
through  March 

BILLINGS 

(BULLS 

koCKEY 


I 

trapitional  FAvOHiteS: 

Billings  Gun  Show 

April  7-9,  Sept.  15-17, 


<4->r 


i;;^^^£afc^»*;' 


SPORTSMAN'S  SPECIALS; 

Montana  Outdoor 
'MU^  Recreation 
sS^J  Exposition . . . 

March  24-26, 

2000  & 

March  23-25, 

2001 


.HORsE  tfoEuVR^ES: 

►Arabian  Horse  Show 

June  17-18,2000 

Montana  Team  Roping  Finals 
September  21-24,  2000 


Huff's  Antiques 

Show  and  sale 

June9-Il,  Aug.  25-27,. 
Nov.  10-12,  2000  and 
Feb.  23-25,  2001 

Fossil,  Gem  and 
Mineral  Extravaganza^ 
May  20-21,  2000 


Montana  Agri-Trade 

Exposition  

Feb.  15-17,2001 

GARDEN 

Greens  * 

Billings  Home  &  Garden 
Show...February  15-17, 
2001 


Home  Improvement  Show.. 
TAKE  ....Sept.  8-10,  2000,  J*^ 
OUT:  ^^  March  2-4,  2001  KuJ 

Marketplace  Magic  Nov.  3-5,  2000 
Festival  of  Trees  Dec.  1-3.  2000 


-.  ■^..■'L 
^<.-::^-^ 


-:■;■'    MetraPark  is  a  public  ' 
r   For  information  abotiU 
MetraPark,  P.O.Box  25(|f 


iD-filn-ija 


visit,  our  website  at  wvii/;w.rnetrap 


Enjoy  Beef  While  Visiting  in  Montana! 


Beef  Producers  of  Custer  Country  Welcome  You 


This  Ad  Sponsored  by: 
A  Baker  CowBelles 
ik  Big  Horn  County  CowBelles 
A  Big  Horn  County  Stockgrowers 
tV  Carter  County  Belles 
ik  Fallon  County  Stockgrowers 
iV  Fallon  Creek  CowBelles  >f  Gateway  CowBeUes 
ik  Golden  Valley  Cattle  Women 
ik  Montana  CattleWomen 
^  Musselshell  Valley  CattleWomen 
•d  Powder  River  CowBelles 
iV  Rosebud  County  CattleWomen 
-Ci  Round  Circle  CowBelles 
^  Southeastern  Montana  CattleWomen 
iV  Tongue  River  CowBelles  JV  Treasure  Belles 
ik  Yellowstone  CattleWomen 
•Ci  First  Interstate  Bank,  Hardin 
A  First  Interstate,  Colstrip 
A  First  Interstate  Bank,  Miles  City 
iV  Cenex  of  Hardin 
ik  United  AgriProducts  of  Hardin 


